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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 

THE EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE 

OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD BY ‘ZOOM’ 

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 10th AUGUST 2020. 

 

 

35. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor Mrs G. Hoult (Chairman).  

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, B. Beggan, J. Coxon, A. Ioannou-

Nikou, D.J.G. Jones and Dr. B. Kneale. 

 

Also present:                  Councillor R.D. Bayliss. 

 

Officers:                          Jack Fargher – Town Clerk; 

                                        Stuart Benson – Town Centre Manager. 

                                      

36. APOLOGIES. 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs M.E. Tuckey. 

 

These were received and noted by the Committee.  

 

Councillor H. Harris was absent without an apology being offered. 

 

36. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There was one member of the public ‘present’ at the meeting.  

 

There were no questions from those present. 

 

Councillor Bayliss reported that the Town Council has been faced with additional expenditure 

as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and a loss of income at Legion House due to the 

cancellation of regular bookings. The Town Council is in a challenging financial position and, 

as a result, the Christmas lights arrangements for 2020 may have to be curtailed.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee.  

 

37. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

38. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

39. MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Allman, 
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RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 2nd 

December 2019 are approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

40. ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: to pay the accounts in the sum of £3,167.70 as presented by the Town Clerk and 

as shown attached. 

 

41. EVENTS MANAGEMENT 2020. 

 

The Chairman, Town Clerk and Town Centre Manager provided a verbal update on events for 

2020 as follows: 

 

The Town Centre Manager reported that the StrEAT Food Social Festival is due to take place 

on the Bath Grounds on Saturday 22nd August. A risk assessment has been prepared to ensure 

that government guidelines on social distancing have been taken into account, management of 

numbers at the event, queueing arrangements and stewarding of the event.  

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale expressed some concern about the distance between the stalls. The 

Town Centre Manager replied that he would ensure that sufficient distance requirements would 

be built into the licence issued for the event. 

 

The Town Centre Manager confirmed that no entertainment is planned for the event. There will 

be background music only.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: unanimously, to agree to issue a licence (subject to the amendments regarding 

the distancing of stalls) to StrEAT Food Social for the event on the Bath Grounds on Saturday 

22nd August 2020. 

 

Councillor Allman announced that he would be representing the Town Council at an event to 

mark VJ Day on Saturday 15th August 2020 at the War Memorial garden.  

 

The Town Clerk reported that the issue of the 2020 Ashby Statutes Fair is still under discussion 

with North West Leicestershire District Council and Pat Collins Funfairs. A decision is 

awaited.  

 

The Town Centre Manager led a discussion on Jim’s Tractor Run & Family Fun Day for 2020. 

A risk assessment for the event has been prepared. It would be possible to have the tractor run 

without the stalls and fair attractions. However, a risk remains, both where people gather (on 

Market Street and other areas on the route) to watch the parade of tractors and other vehicles, 

and on the Bath Grounds when the vehicles have assembled.  

 

It was the Town Clerk’s view that this residual risk is still too high. The event is unticketed and 

there is no control over numbers. He appreciated the desire to try and do ‘something’ rather 

than ‘nothing’ and it is particularly disappointing as the Jim’s Tractor Run had to be cancelled 

last year due to bad weather. However, given the potential risk of a local spike and possible 
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lockdown, he could NOT recommend to the Town Council that the event proceeds this year.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: in the interests of public health and public safety NOT to hold Jim’s Tractor 

Run & Family Fun Day in 2020. 

 

The Town Centre Manager led a discussion on the Christmas Fair & Market for 2020. He has 

received a request from the daughter of the late Mr Ewing to run a Christmas Market in her 

father’s memory.  

 

The Town Council discussed the merits and demerits of holding a large-scale, unticketed event 

in the town centre with no control over numbers attending. It was agreed that the type of event 

that has been held over the last few years with live entertainment and a Christmas lights 

switch-on would NOT be possible. It was hoped to be able to maintain the market element of 

the event. It was agreed to undertake a Covid-19 risk assessment to determine the level of risk, 

and the possible mitigation of that risk, that such a market may give rise to.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: to undertake a Covid-19 risk assessment of the Christmas Market to determine 

the level of risk associated with a socially-distanced event that could take place on Market 

Street. 

 

RESOLVED: that due to the public health and public safety risks associated with a large 

scale, un-ticketed event NOT to organise a Christmas lights switch-on event with associated 

entertainment, fair rides etc in 2020. 

 

Councillor Bayliss confirmed that no decision has yet been made in respect of the Santa Fun 

Run & Walk for 2020. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that a planning meeting is arranged for Tuesday 8th September 2020 

to discuss the arrangements for Remembrance Sunday on 8th November and Armistice Day on 

11th November 2020. It is the Town Clerk’s view that the organisation of these two events will 

look very different this year due to the current guidance on social distancing and mass 

gatherings. The annual church service and wreath laying ceremony will also need to be 

discussed by the Planning Group. Further information would be circulated when it becomes 

available. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

The Town Clerk announced that there would be a “Mount Everest Tree Climb” on the Bath 

Grounds on Monday 31st August. It is being organised by Eden Tree Care & Fencing to raise 

money for the “Young Minds” charity. 

 

Councillor Ioannou-Nikou, in his role as the Town Council’s ‘Sports Ambassador’, announced 

that he has been in correspondence with a number of sports clubs within the town regarding an 

‘Ashby Sport’ Launch event. It will be a collaboration between multiple sports clubs and 

associations in Ashby and the surrounding area to increase profile, engagement and 

participation across the community. The new collaboration will highlight and celebrate the 

range of sports activities and facilities available to the local population. Ashby Sport will also 
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provide a central reference to explore opportunities only possible through collaboration. A 

series of events and initiatives have already been identified which include: 

 

• Common identity and message; 
• Social media, press & online presence; 

• Reciprocal promotion;  

• Annual fun/open day; 

• Joint loyalty programmes; 

• Joint fund-raising initiatives; 

• Ashby de la Zouch Town Council accreditation. 

 

In order to provide further details, ‘Ashby Sport’ will be organising a launch event during 

September at an appropriately socially-distanced venue. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

42. FORWARD PLANNING FOR EVENTS FOR 2021. 

 

The Town Centre Manager reported that dates are beginning to be firmed up for the events 

programme for 2021 in accordance with Annex 4 of the members’ pack for the meeting. The 

schedule will be re-circulated to members of the Committee when more information is 

available.  

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

43. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2020. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a written report from the Town Centre Manager regarding the 

Christmas lights contract and arrangements for 2020.  

 

The current lighting scheme was selected by the Events and Entertainment Committee on 12th 

June 2017. At that time there were budgetary challenges with a number of options being 

considerably over budget.  Reluctantly the idea of putting banners across Market Street and 

Bath Street was rejected due to a lack of suitable locations and issues around listed building 

consent, structural surveys and seeking building owner’s permission. 

 

The selected scheme included a curtain of lights for the passage near Clinton cards.  In the end 

this was not feasible as it was not possible to track down building owners in the time available 

to obtain their consent to the lights being attached the building.  Previously a curtain of lights 

on Mill Lane Mews had been considered. 

 

The budget for the lights was increased to £13k by the inclusion of funds from the Solar Farm 

Benefit Fund for Willesley Woodside in the scheme. 

 

The scheme included a 24ft artificial tree with coloured lights and 136 motifs installed as 

follows: 

• 98 Market Street; 

• 15 Bath Street; 

• 8 Kilwardby Street; 

• 5 Brook Street; 

• 6 Mill Lane Mews. 
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As the number of lights provided had reduced a decision was taken to focus on the main routes 

in town.  This meant business and residents on Lower Church Street, The Green, Rushton’s 

Yard, Pass’s Courtyard and North Street no longer received lights provided by the Town 

Council.  Woodlander and The Lamb wanted to keep the Christmas Trees and so provided their 

own lights.  The owners of Rushton’s Yard and Pass’s Courtyard purchased or rented their own 

motifs. 

 

There were some difficulties with the 24ft artificial tree as the illness of an employee at the 

supplier meant that the base could not be provided. 

 

Feedback on the new lights scheme it would fair to say was mixed and the artificial tree/ cone 

on Market Street was heavily criticised.  The ‘Love Ashby’ Facebook Group conducted a poll 

and 163 people didn’t like the new lights whilst 187 did like the lights. 

 

A meeting was held with the supplier and it was agreed that the Town Council would source a 

24ft real Christmas tree which would be decorated by ‘Lumalite’.  It was also agreed that the 

intensity of lights on Market Street was too much, so the lights would be thinned out.  This 

meant areas like ‘The Green’ could now have lights. 

 

The re-introduction of a real Christmas tree on Market Street was welcomed but the mixed 

views on the remainder of the scheme have continued. 

 

The three-year contract with ‘Lumalite’ ended in 2019 and a new scheme can now be 

considered. 

 

Infrastructure for lights. 

 

There is considerable infrastructure already in place to support the Christmas lights scheme. 

Some of this infrastructure requires regular maintenance due to its age.  This includes the 

brackets and switches on buildings and the electrical wiring infrastructure to support the 

scheme with associated timers. With 19 lighting control boxes, these cover the majority of the 

town.  There are some areas in the town centre which are not on the central system and 

electricity is provided by the business/ shop owner. 

 

Financial Context. 

 

The budget for 2020/21 is £13,000. In 2018/19 expenditure was £15,073.51. Net expenditure in 

2019/20 was £14,794.22. 

 

A working party was established by the Events & Entertainment Committee at its meeting on 

Monday 2nd December 2019 and consists of the following members: Councillors Mrs G. Hoult, 

Dr. B. Kneale, Coxon, Jones, Ball, the Town Centre Manager, the Deputy Town Clerk and a 

representative from the Ashby Town Centre Traders. The working party met on 21st January 

2020.   

 

A range of ideas were discussed for the lights scheme.  These included: 

• School Children decorating baubles for the tree; 

• Little garden at the top of Market Street – what about growing our own Christmas tree; 

• Market Bosworth have nice lights; 

• Would like lights across the street. 
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It was agreed that the Town Centre Manager would contact a number of potential providers to 

ask them to meet him so they can pull together some ideas that will be presented to the 

committee.   

 

Issues. 

 

Four proposals have been received: 

Bidder 1                       Bidder 2                       Bidder 3                       Bidder 4 

£13,830.00                  £20,726.00                  £16,373.00                   £19,530.00  
 
Due to the Covid-19 lockdown it has not been possible to invite the tenders to present their 

options to the working group. The working group has not met again either actually or virtually. 

Recommendation. 

 

As the Events & Entertainment Committee is not due to meet again until Monday 7th December 

2020 it is recommended that the current contract is extended by one year until 2020 and that 

the working party is delegated to make a decision on the style, scope and budget of the 

Christmas decorations for this year on behalf of the Town Council .  

 

It is also recommended that the working party is resurrected as soon as possible to re-consider 

options for a further three-year contract commencing in 2021.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: to delegate responsibility to the Chairman of the Committee, the Leader of the 

Town Council, the Town Clerk and the Town Centre Manager to arrange and implement a 

scheme for 2020 which is within the allocated budget. 

 

RESOLVED: to direct the Town Centre Manager to resurrect and reconvene the Christmas 

Lights Working Party to re-consider options for a further three-year contract commencing in 

2021.  

 

44. ASHBY’S MARKET CHARTER. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the correspondence between the Town Council and North West 

Leicestershire District Council on this matter. A substantive reply to the Town Council’s letter 

dated 6th February 2020 is still awaited.  

 

As soon as it is received, the reply will be circulated to the members of the Committee. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

45. REVIEW OF LICENCE FEES FOR EVENTS. 

 

The Town Clerk reported an exchange of correspondence between the Town Council and the 

Race Director of the Ashby 20 Road Race regarding the licence fee for the use of the Bath 

Grounds. 

 

The Town Clerk had been given to understand by this Committee that everyone using any of 

the Town Council’s parks and open spaces for a substantive event would pay a standard licence 

fee which is currently set at £500.00. This would be chargeable whether or not the event was 
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run by a charity or had charitable intentions. All users are then on an equal footing and there 

can no accusations of favouritism or bias. 

 

The organisers are very welcome to apply for a financial support grant from the Town 

Council’s Finance Committee to off-set the charge for the use of the grounds if this is an issue. 

The Race Director had a number of concerns about this issue which he has articulated in an 

exchange of emails with the Town Clerk and has been circulated to the members of the 

Committee. 

 

The Town Council considered the Race Director’s views and understood his concerns but it 

considered the issue of fairness and equality to be of importance in deciding the fee regime. 

There had been a similar issue at Legion House in the past where different groups had been 

charged special rates for the hire of the facilities and this had given rise to allegations of 

favouritism. A standard room hire charge now applies at Legion House across the board to all 

groups, regardless of their financial status, with those who chose to do so applying for a grant 

to cover the hire charges. This works very well for all concerned.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to charge all hirers of land owned or maintained by the Town Council a 

standard licence fee (currently set at £500.00, but this may be varied annually). The fee is to 

apply to all substantive events. Any community or voluntary groups or ‘not for profit’ 

organisations are to be encouraged to apply to the Town Council’s Finance Committee for a 

financial support grant to off-set the licence fee, if considered appropriate.  

 

46. ASHBY TRIATHLON 2019. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that, despite a letter of claim to the organisers of the Ashby Triathlon 

2019 being issued by the Town Council’s solicitors on 17th April 2020, the debt to the Town 

Council for the hire of the facilities in 2019 has still not been discharged. The claim for debt 

now totals £821.81, including interest due and costs. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

47. “FORESTERS’ MARKET” 17th OCTOBER 2020. 

 

The Town Centre Manager gave a verbal report on a proposal to hold a “Foresters’ Market” on 

Saturday 17th October 2020 on Brook Street. A road closure order has been applied for.  

 

The market will display goods which are made and sold within the National Forest area. There 

is a direct link with the town’s ambition to be a forest town and our work with the National 

Forest Company to define what this means in practice. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

48. CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVES.  

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale reported that the Town Council should encourage all event organisers 

to supply re-useable plastic glasses or use biodegradable plastic instead.  

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council 
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The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.58pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________       DATE __________________ 

 


