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DRAFT - these minutes remain draft until approved by the next meeting of the Events & 

Tourism Committee. 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EVENTS & TOURISM COMMITTEE 

OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ 

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2021. 

 

 

121.  PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor Mrs G. Hoult (Chairman).  

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, R.D. Bayliss, J. Coxon, D. Harrison, 

D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs M.E. Tuckey. 

 

Officers:                          Jack Fargher – Town Clerk; 

                                        Stuart Benson – Town Centre Manager. 

                                      

122.  APOLOGIES. 

 

There was an apology for absence from Councillor B. Beggan. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

Councillors H. Harris and A. Ioannou-Nikou were absent without an apology being offered. 

 

123.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were two members of the public present at the meeting and two members of the public 

observing the meeting by ‘Zoom’. 

 

A representative from ‘Ashby Sport’ made a brief presentation to the Committee. The first 

Ashby Sport Fun Day took place on Saturday 3rd July 2021 on the Bath Grounds. Despite the 

poor weather at the start of the day, it proved to be a great success and it is hoped that it may 

become an annual event.  

 

Ashby Sport would like the Town Council to become more involved in the event to increase 

community awareness and visibility. The organisers are keen for the Fun Day to be seen as a 

community event and not as a private enterprise. The Town Council’s role in the event would 

be around publicity, badging and setting a budget. 

 

It was agreed that the Town Centre Manager and the Town Clerk would meet with the 

organisers of the ‘Ashby Sport Fun Day’ event to determine the possible scope of the Town 

Council’s involvement and support for the future. A report will be provided to the 6th 

December meeting of the Committee.  

 

124.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

125.  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 
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There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

126.  MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 28th June 

2021 are approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

127.  EVENTS MANAGEMENT 2021. 

 

The Town Centre Manager provided a verbal update on events for 2021.  

 

The ‘Proms in the Park’ event which was held on Saturday 28th August. This was a fantastic 

event which was enjoyed by more than 1,500 people in great weather. The event managed to 

break even on its budget. It is planned to re-run the event in 2022 (see minute number 129). 

 

Councillor Coxon asked whether the balance sheet for the event could be made available for 

members. The Town Centre Manager confirmed that he would provide accounts for the event 

to the Town Clerk. 

 

Ashby FABulous event on Saturday 2nd October. The theme this year is ‘Around the World’. 

 

Remembrance Sunday on 14th November and Armistice Day on Thursday 11th November. The 

Town Clerk and the Town Centre Manager are working with the police, the churches, the RBL 

and the uniformed youth organisations on the arrangements for this year. 

 

 Jim’s Tractor Run and Family Fun Day on Sunday 25th July. This was another extremely 

successful event which was attended by up to 5,000 people. The chosen charity, Hospice Hope, 

raised more than £2,000.00 for its funds.  

 

The Town Clerk asked whether there had been any feedback on the Ashby Big Tidy Up which 

was held on Saturday 4th September as Town Council staff are involved in this event. 

 

[Clerk’s note: the feedback is as follows: “We had a very good day at the Ashby Big Tidy Up 

on 4th September. In the end about 100 local people registered to join in, including several 

from the Ashby Litter Picking Heroes group. 

Staff from McDonald’s and Tesco also joined in, with both Tesco and Co-op offering some 

material support by donation of goods. 

Most volunteers shared refreshments at the leisure centre at the end of the afternoon, where 

they enjoyed chatting and sharing their experiences. Here the Ashby mayor thanked them 

for their efforts. In total about 90 bags of rubbish were collected”]. 

Ashby Statutes from Friday 17th September until Tuesday 21st September. The Town Centre 

Manager had circulated an email setting out the arrangements for this year’s Statutes Fair. 

There were no questions from members, or points raised, in respect of the email. 

 

National Forest Way Trek on Friday 17th September. The Town Centre Manager was asked to 

confirm with the organisers that the event is still going ahead. 
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[Clerk’s note: The confirmation is as follows: “Just to provide a further clarification and 

update. Our small group of walkers will be setting off along the National Forest Trek from 

Beacon Hill Country Park this Friday between 06:30am and 08:00am en-route to the day’s 

finish point at Ashby Rugby Club. We expect the vast majority to have passed through Ashby 

by 18:00 hrs and we will also be briefing everyone with regards the Statutes and expected 

congestion along Market Street.  

 

With our very modest numbers and expected timings, we don’t envisage any significant issue 

or risk. However, it would be very simple to organise for 3-4 small navigational signs to give 

the walkers the option of heading up South Street / Lower Church Street before re-joining 

the National Forest Way ‘beyond’ the main activity area.”] 

 

Santa Fun Run & Walk on Sunday 5th December. The Town Centre Manager reported that this 

would be a fancy-dress event this year as no Santa suits would be provided to prevent 

unnecessary waste. 

 

Carols Around the Tree on Friday 24th December. The Town Centre Manager was asked to 

confirm with the vicar of Holy Trinity Church whether this event was still planned to go ahead. 

 

[Clerk’s note: The feedback is as follows: “I have agreed in principle with the Holy Trinity 

Parochial Church Council that it would like to go ahead with this venture. I’m currently 

planning a 20-minute service starting at 8pm on Christmas Eve outside Boots and spilling 

into Market Street. We would look to provide the sound system and some words in 

appropriate digital form or maybe as song sheets.”] 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

128.  CHRISTMAS FAIR & MARKET 2021. 

 

The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal update report to the Town Council on the issue 

of the Christmas Fair & Market for 2021. The market will be held over two days on Saturday 

4th December and Sunday 5th December. 

 

He reported that it is planned to have a ‘normal’ event this year subject to any Covid 

restrictions which may be in place at that time. Around 60 stalls have been booked. More space 

will be allocated between each stall to allow for greater social distancing than has been the case 

in the past.  

 

The Town Centre Manager reported that he was working with the District Council on the 

drafting of the Event Management Plan and the Risk Assessment for the event.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

129.  FORWARD PLANNING FOR 2022. 

 

Councillor Coxon declared a non-pecuniary interest in this agenda item as the owner of a 

business on Brook Street.  

 

The Town Centre Manager reported that following the success of the ‘Proms in Park’ concert 

on Saturday 28th August it is planned to hold a ‘Big Weekend’ in 2022. This would involve the 

‘Realfest’ event on Saturday 27th August followed by the ‘Proms in the Park’ on Sunday. This 

would enable the infrastructure to be shared and the costs for both events to be kept down.  
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Further details will be provided to the Committee as the plans are developed. 

 

HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal report to 

the meeting.  

 

The jubilee is to be celebrated over an extended Bank Holiday weekend of 2/3/4/5 June 2022.  

 

Sunday 5th June. The Big Jubilee Lunch – community street parties around the UK. 

Communities are encouraged to share “friendship, food and fun with neighbours” by holding a 

street party, picnic or BBQ as part of the Jubilee celebrations. The Platinum Jubilee Pageant – 

more than 5,000 people perform street arts, circus, theatre and more at Buckingham Palace. 

 

The Town Centre Manager reported that a Sunday street party will cause least disruption to the 

centre of town albeit that it may clash with local neighbourhood events. Traffic volumes should 

also be less on a Sunday than on a busy bank holiday Saturday. Market Street is hard-standing 

and is, therefore, a more suitable venue than, say the Bath Grounds, as the event could still take 

place in the event of wet weather. 

 

The Committee confirmed that the Town Council will organise a street party in Market Street 

and Brook Street, Ashby de la Zouch to celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 

Sunday 5th June 2022 to coincide with ‘The Big Jubilee Lunch’.  

 

The Town Centre Manager presented a draft Event Management Plan and Risk Assessments 

for a proposed Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Big Lunch also to be held on Sunday 5th June 2022 on 

the football field, Blackfordby Main Street.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve a Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Big Lunch on Sunday 5th June 2022 on 

the football field off Main Street, Blackfordby based on the draft Event Management Plan and 

Risk Assessment and to set a budget of £5,000.00 to underwrite the costs of the event. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.06pm. 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________       DATE __________________ 

 


