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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 

THE EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE 

OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICES, WHITWICK 

ROAD, COALVILLE LE67 3FJ 

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 28th JUNE 2021. 

 

 

51. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor Mrs G. Hoult (Chairman).  

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, R.D. Bayliss, B. Beggan, J. Coxon, 

D. Harrison, D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs M.E. Tuckey. 

 

Officers:                          Jack Fargher – Town Clerk; 

                                        Stuart Benson – Town Centre Manager. 

                                      

52. APOLOGIES. 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

Councillors H. Harris and A. Ioannou-Nikou were absent without an apology being offered. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee.  

 

53. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were three members of the public present at the meeting.  

 

There were no representations from those present. 

 

54. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Harrison declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 8, ‘Ashby’s Market 

Charter’ as a relative of the leaseholder of the Market Hall and Town Hall building and 

licence-holder of Ashby’s Market Charter. He stated that he would participate in the discussion 

but would not vote on this item. 

 

55. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

56. MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 15th March 

2021 are approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 
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58. EVENTS MANAGEMENT 2021. 

 

The Town Centre Manager provided a verbal update on events for 2021.  

 

The ‘Ashby Sport Fun Day’ is to be held on Saturday 3rd July 2021 on the Bath Grounds. This 

is an opportunity for young and old to sample sports which they may not have known that there 

is a club for in the town.  

 

He is working with the Environmental Health team at NWLDC regarding ‘Jim’s Tractor Run 

and Family Fun Day’ to deliver a safe event. 

 

An ‘Ashby Artisan Market’ will be taking place on Saturday 17th July 2021 on North Street 

Car Park extension. Stall-holders are being sought for the market from local businesses. It is 

proposed to hold the market every third Saturday of the month. It is organised by North West 

Leicestershire District Council. 

 

Councillor Coxon asked whether the market had been granted permission in accordance with 

the Ashby Market Charter protocol. The Town Centre Manager confirmed that it had been. 

 

Councillor Jones asked what is included in an “artisan market”. The Town Centre Manager 

replied that it will be largely food and drink but with some craft items.  

 

The ‘Proms in the Park’ event is to be held on Saturday 28th August. Tickets are available from 

the website. All of the VIP tickets have been sold. Sponsorship for the event is being sought. 

 

Ashby Statutes. There has been a request from the operators to extend the hours of operation 

on Sunday 19th September by two hours so that it will close at 8.00pm rather than 6.00pm.  

 

There were no objections from the Committee to this proposal. 

 

A ‘Foresters’ Market’ was due to be held on Saturday 16th October on Brook Street but has had 

to be cancelled as the National Forest Company was unable to source an operator to run the 

event. 

 

Councillor Ball asked whether the Donisthorpe Reunion Band would still be available for the 

Remembrance Day Parade on Sunday 14th November 2021. The Town Centre Manager replied 

that although there seemed to be some uncertainty on numbers, he was hopeful that sufficient 

members of the band would be available to make the parade viable.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

59. CHRISTMAS FAIR & MARKET 2021. 

 

The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal update report to the Town Council on the issue 

of the Christmas Fair & Market for 2021.  

 

Following the Committee held in March 2021, the Town Centre Manager had reverted to 

‘Food Gusto’, as directed, with a view to negotiating an arrangement for the Christmas Fair & 

Market for Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th December 2021.  
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He was now pleased to be able to report that a positive and constructive discussion had taken 

place with ‘Food Gusto’ and that an accommodation has been made which will ensure that the 

event goes ahead as planned over that weekend. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

60. ASHBY’S MARKET CHARTER. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a verbal summary to the meeting of the recent journey of this 

agenda item. 

 

A detailed written report had been presented to the December meeting of the Events and 

Entertainment Committee by the Town Clerk. This report set out the background to the 

concerns of the Town Council to the operation of Ashby’s Market Charter and the District 

Council’s management of the Town Hall & Market Hall. The report lent heavily upon 

extensive research undertaken by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, on behalf of the Committee, during 

the summer and autumn of 2020.  

 

Due to the volume of written support material supplied to the Committee at the December 

meeting it was resolved to defer any further discussion on this subject until the full Town 

Council on Monday 25th January 2021. 

 

The Town Clerk provided a further, detailed written report to the full Town Council meeting. 

A comprehensive resolution was passed as follows: 

 

“RESOLVED: with seven votes in favour and three against, to take the follow actions:  

 

(a) the Town Council will write to DRL to firstly, detail the Town Council’s concerns 

regarding the operation of the Market Charter in Ashby and to seek DRL’s views and 

secondly, to seek reassurances from DRL regarding the upkeep of the fabric of the 

building of the Town Hall and Market Hall as an Asset of Community Value;  

(b) The reply from DRL (if any) will be considered by the Events & Entertainment 

Committee on Monday 15th March 2021;  

(c) In default of a reply, or in the event that the Town Council does not receive a positive 

response to its enquiries, the Events & Entertainment Committee will execute actions 

ii, iii, and iv as follows: 

 

ii.)  make a formal complaint to NWLDC on behalf of the residents of the town on 

the lack of transparency on the calculation of the rent for the Town Hall and Market 

Hall and the failure of the District Council to enforce the covenants within the lease, 

including the surveys of the fabric of the building; 

iii.)  issue a request to the District Council to improve its market website so that it 

clearly outlines the relevant covenants to the Market Hall within the lease, promotes 

the use of the Market Hall on its market website as a potential temporary market for 

market traders including the process to be followed in applying for a temporary 

market and as a public space for community events; 

iv.)  that the Town Council advertises on its website, and in social media, the use of 

the Market Hall as a potential temporary market for market traders and public space 

for community events.” 
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As directed by the resolution, a letter was sent to DRL dated 8th February 2021. A reply was 

requested by Friday 5th March in order to coincide with the Events & Entertainment Committee 

scheduled for Monday 15th March. No such reply was received at that time. 

 

In the event, the Committee meeting held on Monday 15th March, resolved to defer any further 

discussion on the subject until the Events & Tourism Committee meeting scheduled for 

Monday 28th June 2021.  

 

A written response to the Town Council’s letter dated 8th February has in the meantime been 

received from the Chief Executive Officer of North West Leicestershire District Council dated 

4th June 2021. Both of these letters are included in the pack for this meeting. 

 

Councillor Coxon stated that he considered that the matter has run its course and a line should 

be drawn under it. He proposed the following motion, which was seconded by Councillor 

Bayliss: 

 

“Following the resolution which was passed at the Town Council meeting on Monday 21st 

January 2021 a letter was written to Dunkin Rushton Ltd on 8th February detailing the 

concerns of the Town Council in respect of the operation of Ashby’s Market Charter and 

of the upkeep of the Market Hall and Town Hall buildings. 

 

A reply to the Town Council’s letter has now been received from the Chief Executive of 

NWLDC dated 4th June 2021 which directs itself to the two main points raised by the 

Town Council.  
 

Although it will, of course, continue to monitor the situation, and listen to the concerns of 

the organisers of proposed markets and the Ashby Town Centre Traders, the Town 

Council will now consider this matter closed for the time being.” 

 

A discussion followed.  

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale argued that the Town Council should execute the decision of the full 

Town Council resolved on Monday 25th January 2021. No response has been received from 

DRL to the Town Council’s letter. Despite what is said in the letter from the Chief Executive 

Officer of NWLDC, the contract between the District Council and DRL is not confidential as it 

is the public domain.  

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale went to say that the Town Council has a duty to the members of the 

public of the town to ensure that its buildings are managed to a decent standard. NWLDC has 

failed in its duty of care to the public.  

 

Councillor Ball replied that this subject first came to this Committee on the issue of the 

operation of Ashby’s Market Charter and not the management of the Town Hall and Market 

Hall buildings which have nothing to do with the terms of reference of this Committee. The 

letter from the Chief Executive Officer answers the Town Council’s concerns regarding the 

implementation of the Market Charter.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED: that, following the resolution which was passed at the Town Council meeting 

on Monday 21st January 2021, a letter was written to Dunkin Rushton Ltd on 8th February 
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detailing the concerns of the Town Council in respect of the operation of Ashby’s Market 

Charter and of the upkeep of the Market Hall and Town Hall buildings. 

 

A reply to the Town Council’s letter has now been received from the Chief Executive of 

NWLDC dated 4th June 2021 which directs itself to the two main points raised by the Town 

Council.  
 

Although it will, of course, continue to monitor the situation, and listen to the concerns of the 

organisers of proposed markets and the Ashby Town Centre Traders, the Town Council will 

now consider this matter closed for the time being. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale requested a recorded vote in accordance with Standing Order 3(z). 

 

The result of the recorded vote was as follows: 

 

Town Councillor 
 

F A 

Mrs G. Hoult - Chairman 
 

✓   

G. Jones – Vice Chairman 
 

✓   

G. Allman ✓   

M. Ball ✓   

R. Bayliss 
 

✓   

B. Beggan 
 

✓   

J. Coxon 
 

✓   

H. Harris Absent  

D. Harrison 
 

Abstain  

A. Ioannou-Nikou Absent  

Dr B. Kneale  ✓  

Mrs M. Tuckey 
 

✓   

Total 
 

  
 

With eight votes in favour and one against the motion was carried. 

 

61. FORWARD PLANNING FOR 2022. 

 

The Town Centre Manager presented a written report to the meeting on this item. 
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HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is to be celebrated over an extended Bank Holiday weekend 

of 2/3/4/5 June 2022. The celebrations begin on Thursday 2nd June (the date of her coronation 

in 1953) with the Trooping of the Colour – the Queen’s birthday parade along The Mall to 

Horse Guard’s Parade with an RAF flypast. Platinum Jubilee Beacons are to be lit across the 

British Isles and the Commonwealth at 9.15pm on that day.  

 

Friday 3rd June. Service of Thanksgiving at St. Paul’s Cathedral, London. 

 

Saturday 4th June. The Queen will attend The Derby on Epsom Downs. ‘Platinum Party at the 

Palace’ – a star studded performance at Buckingham Palace, broadcast live on TV with an 

audience ballot for tickets. 

 

Sunday 5th June. The Big Jubilee Lunch – community street parties around the UK. 

Communities are encouraged to share “friendship, food and fun with neighbours” by holding a 

street party, picnic or BBQ as part of the Jubilee celebrations. The Platinum Jubilee Pageant – 

more than 5,000 people perform street arts, circus, theatre and more at Buckingham Palace. 

 

Other events include a competition to create the official Platinum Jubilee emblem. Details will 

be released soon. A Platinum Jubilee medal will also be awarded to public service workers, 

including the armed forces, emergency and prison services. This tradition dates back to Queen 

Victoria, when an official medal was designed to commemorate her 50th year on the throne. 

In another initiative, the Queen’s Green Canopy, launched last month, the nation is invited to 

plant a tree to create a greener world for future generations. 

 

In 2012 (to mark HM The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee) and again in 2016 (to mark HM The 

Queen’s 90th birthday), the Town Council organised a street party in the centre of town to 

celebrate these occasions.  

 

Both were hugely popular events. The 2012 Diamond Jubilee street party, in particular, was 

well-received. The 2016 street party was a slightly more subdued affair as it managed to rain 

on and off for most of the day. Expenditure for the two events was £8k and £9k respectively. A 

similar event in 2022 is likely to be in the region of £10k even allowing for income generated 

from the sale of tables and other financial donations. The rising costs of traffic management 

and steps to ensure everyone’s safety will mean an inevitable increase in costs. 

 

A Sunday street party will cause least disruption to the centre of town albeit that it may clash 

with local neighbourhood events. Traffic volumes should also be less on a Sunday than on a 

busy bank holiday Saturday. Market Street is hard-standing and is, therefore, a more suitable 

venue than, say the Bath Grounds, as the event could still take place in the event of wet 

weather. 

 

The Town Centre Manager, therefore, recommended as follows: 

 

That the Events & Tourism Committee organises a street party in Market Street and Brook 

Street. A lottery would need to take place to allocate the tables by way of a register of interest.  

 

The Town Centre Manager will organise various musical acts and entertainment along with 

some small children’s rides and hot food vendors. The Union Jacks will be put up to decorate 

the town. 
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The Town Centre Manager will contact the Arts Festival Committee to continue the theme and 

provide some activities. The town traders will be encouraged to have a red, white and blue 

themed window display. 

 

That an initial provisional budget of £10k is set in the 2022/23 financial year to underwrite the 

event. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council organises a street party in Market Street and Brook 

Street to celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on Sunday 5th June 2022 to coincide with 

‘The Big Jubilee Lunch’.  

 

An initial provisional budget of £10k will be set in the 2022/23 financial year to underwrite the 

event. 

 

The Town Centre Manager will provide regular updates to the Committee at each of its 

meetings between now and next June as further details become available and/or decisions are 

required from the Committee. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.11pm. 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________       DATE __________________ 

 


