
 

 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN  

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH 

STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ  

AT 6.30PM ON 20th SEPTEMBER 2021. 

 

 

130. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor Mrs R.A. Manning (Chairman). 

Councillors G.A. Allman, R. D. Bayliss, B.J. Beggan, J.G. Coxon, 

J.P. Deakin, D.A. Harrison, Mrs G. Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, 

Dr. B. Kneale and N. J. Rushton. 

 

Officer:                           Jack Fargher – Town Clerk.     

 

131. PRESENTATIONS. 

 

The Town Mayor made the following presentations: 

 

2019 Youth Award to Libby Shilton. 

 

Libby has been a young leader for the last two years. She gives up her own time every week 

to volunteer at her Brownie Unit. She works with the girls to support them with a range of 

activities. In addition to this, she plans and carries out evenings alongside other volunteers. 

She also attends Brownie trips and holidays, giving up more of her own time to support 

young girls from our local community. She always attends local community events such as 

Remembrance Day and the Christmas Fayre. She regularly goes above and beyond for the 

girls that we have in our unit. In addition to this, she organised the designing and painting of 

the Girlguiding art board for this year's arts festival. All of this while studying full time at 

college. 
 

2020 Youth Award to Harry Booton (aged 12) and Jordan Eccersley (aged 13). 

 

While the schools were closed and through the summer holidays these youngsters came 

along to foodbank sessions and helped greatly by labelling food, carrying parcels, providing 

liaison between the different teams and generally undertaking any jobs that were asked of 

them, always with enthusiasm and energy. They have continued to be involved with 

foodbank when school and other commitments allows and the foodbank organisers are 

incredibly grateful to them for their help during what was, and continues to be, an incredibly 

busy time for the foodbank. 

They have shown a great example of service to our community. 

 

2019 Special Award to Ashby Spa WI. 

 

The Ashby Spa WI were nominated for a Special Award by former Town Councillor and 

Mayor of Ashby, David Price.  

 

Ashby Spa WI was formed in October 2009.  It is a vibrant and enthusiastic group, with a 

diverse range of interests and activities. It is one of the largest WIs in the Leicestershire and 

Rutland Federation with 130 members. The group has ‘adopted’ the former sensory garden at 

the junction of North Street and Market Street. 
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Thanks to their attentiveness the garden has not only survived but prospered. The location of 

the garden at one of the gateways to the town centre means that every visitor along 

Nottingham Road appreciates that Ashby is a community with pride in itself. Their efforts 

have been a benchmark for other groups to emulate. The brilliant poppy display that they put 

on each year for Remembrance Day demonstrates, if any further proof were needed, just how 

much dedication that the group puts into their work. 

 

132. APOLOGIES. 

 

There were three apologies for absence: Councillors M. Ball, D. Bigby and Mrs M. Tuckey. 

 

These were received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

Councillor H.J. Harris and Councillor A. Ioannou-Nikou were absent without an apology 

being offered. 

 

133. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were nine members of the public present at the meeting and a further three members of 

the public observing the meeting by Zoom. 

 

There were no questions from those present. 

 

134. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

135. DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

136. STATEMENT FROM COUNCILLOR ALLMAN. 

 

Councillor Allman read out the following statement: 

 

“On 27 July 2020 in my capacity as then Mayor of the Ashby Town Council, I chaired a 

council meeting which included questions from the public in relation to the Ashby Against 

Racism demonstration, held in Ashby on 20 June 2020. 

 

During the course of the public participation session of the meeting and the subsequent 

debate on the Equality Motion which was also on the agenda, as having served as Town 

Mayor on three occasions, I can confirm that neither in that role nor as a private citizen, that 

I would condone an illegal act, further more I have always sought advice of the Clerk on all 

relevant matters. The Leicestershire Police have had and always will have my full support.” 

 

137. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 

 

The Chairman gave a brief verbal report on her recent activities in her role as the Mayor of 

the Town: 
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“After a few cancelled events due to Covid I had the pleasure of opening the first business 

back into Legion House which signalled a slow return to normal. A socially distanced awards 

presentation for the 4th Ashby Scouts and Cubs soon followed, with judging a photo 

competition for Pet Deli, renaming of the leisure centre, opening St Helens Church Heritage 

Gardens plus the Big Ashby Tidy up gave us the opportunity to meet many of Ashby’s 

residents young and old.  

 

Ashby has been lucky to hold some major events, starting with the “fun sports day”. A damp 

start didn’t stop the enthusiasm of both the organisers and attendees and the day turned out to 

be a very positive event. Jim’s Tractor Run was hailed the best yet! We could hear the noise 

in Market Street from the Bath Grounds. After the tractors had driven through the town, 

hundreds of people poured into the Bath Grounds signalling the start of the day. Well done 

Jim and all involved. August bank holiday saw Ashby’s first Proms in the Park. A wonderful 

evening, everyone enjoyed themselves and no doubt will be queuing to buy tickets next year. 

An event to be very proud of.  

 

Lastly Ashby Statutes are back. On Sunday Ashby Methodist Church held a service on the 

dodgems. We then had the pleasure of meeting Mr Anthony Harris and Mrs Christine Harris 

of Pat Collins Fairs who then escorted us on a walk around the fair signalling the start of the 

family day. Monday morning is the day Ashby & Coalville Lions with the Harris family host 

disabled and disadvantaged children. This was a highlight for me; the noise of children 

screaming and laughing was a joy and is definitely what we have missed recently. Very easy 

to forget Covid is still here.” 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

138. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, and seconded by Councillor Allman,  

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 

24th May 2021 having been distributed were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

139. PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Planning & Transportation Committee 

held on Monday 7th June and 5th July 2021 be received and the recommendations therein be 

adopted. 

 

140. PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Parks & Cemetery Committee held on 

Monday 21st June 2021 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

 

 

141. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. 
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On the motion of Councillor Beggan, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Finance & Administration Committee 

held on Monday 12th July 2021 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

142. EVENTS & TOURISM COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Events & Tourism Committee held on 

Monday 28th June 2021 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

143. REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE BODIES POLICY. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a draft revised and updated version of the Town Council’s 

Representation on Outside Bodies Policy Document which had originally been approved by 

the Town Council at its meeting on Monday 18th May 2015.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to adopt, unamended, the draft revised and updated version of the Town 

Council’s Representation on Outside Bodies Policy Document as presented by the Town 

Clerk. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 6.40pm.  

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________            DATE __________________ 


