
 

 

DRAFT: These minutes remain draft until approved at the next meeting of the Town 

Council. 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN  

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH 

STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ  

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 24th JANUARY 2022. 

 

 

310. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor Mrs R.A. Manning (Chairman). 

Councillors G.A. Allman, M. Ball R. D. Bayliss, B.J. Beggan, D. 

Bigby, J.P. Deakin, D.A. Harrison, Mrs G. Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. 

Jones, Dr. B. Kneale, N. J. Rushton, Mrs M. Tuckey and Mrs A. 

Wilson. 

 

Observing:                      Councillor Mrs E. Parle. 

 

Officer:                           Jack Fargher – Town Clerk.    

 

Also present:                   Ian Riley – Fishers Solicitors – legal advisor to the Town Council.  

 

311. PRESENTATIONS. 

 

The Chairman was pleased to be able to receive the certificate confirming the Town 

Council’s re-accreditation as Quality Gold under the Local Council Award Scheme from 

Kristy Ball, the Team Leader, Community Team of Leicestershire County Council. Ashby de 

la Zouch is the only Town Council in Leicestershire & Rutland to have achieved this award 

and the only other parish council along with Anstey. 

 

The Town Council had also received a letter from the Chief Executive of Leicestershire 

County Council, Mr Sinott, who wished to pass on his congratulations, on behalf of the 

County Council, to all at the Town Council on its re-accreditation with the Quality Gold 

Award. The letter was circulated to all elected members for their information. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

312.  WELCOME TO NEW COUNCILLORS. 

 

The Chairman welcomed two new Town Councillors to the meeting: Councillor Mrs E. Parle 

and Councillor Mrs A. Wilson who had been elected in the by-election for two vacancies in 

the Holywell Ward on Thursday 24th January 2022. She wished them well in their new role. 

 

The Town Clerk, as Proper Officer of the Town Council, signed the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office forms for Councillor Mrs E. Parle and Councillor Mrs A. Wilson. 

 

313. APOLOGIES. 

 

There was one apology for absence from Councillor J.G. Coxon. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 
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Councillor Mrs E. Parle was unable to attend the meeting in person but was observing the 

meeting via Zoom.  

 

314. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were eight members of the public present at the meeting and a further 11 members of 

the public observing the meeting by Zoom. 

 

A member of the public asked whether the current deal for the proposed purchase of the Bath 

Grounds is conditional upon permission being granted for the amended planning application 

which has been submitted for the hotel car park and Hastings Garden areas. He also asked 

what the two documents are that the Town Council is being invited to approve at this 

meeting and if they are not approved what the fall-back position is. 

 

The Town Clerk replied that the two documents for approval by the Town Council at the 

meeting are a Section 106 Agreement and an Escrow Agreement. These documents will 

effectively uncouple the proposed purchase of the Bath Grounds from the planning process 

so that the purchase is not dependent upon “satisfactory” planning permission being granted 

as was the case with the Sale Agreement dated 29th August 2019.  

 

The Town Clerk explained that if the two documents are not approved by the Town Council, 

then the fall-back position is to renegotiate the deal with Oakland Hotels Ltd and/or to serve 

notice upon them under the terms of the lease in an attempt to extend the lease for a further 

term of 28 years in accordance with paragraph 6 (a) of the lease dated 13th January 2003. 

Any such notice will need to be served not earlier than 12 months and not later than 6 months 

before the expiration of the lease, which is 23rd June 2023. 

 

A member of the public asked whether Oakland Hotels Ltd has agreed to the detail of the 

two documents before the Town Council for approval. 

 

The Town Clerk replied that both Oakland Hotels Ltd and North West Leicestershire District 

Council, after many months of negotiation, have agreed to the signing of both documents.  

 

315. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Bigby declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 12, ‘Proposed Purchase of 

Ashby Bath Grounds’, as a Committee Member of the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’. 

 

Councillor Harrison declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 12, ‘Proposed Purchase 

of Ashby Bath Grounds’, as an elected member of Leicestershire County Council and North 

West Leicestershire District Council.  

 

Councillor Rushton declared a pecuniary interest in agenda item 12, ‘Proposed Purchase of 

Ashby Bath Grounds’. He would leave the meeting during the debate on this agenda item, 

would not take part in the debate, would not vote and would return upon its conclusion.  

 

316. DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  
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317. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 

 

The Chairman gave a brief verbal report on her recent activities in her role as the Mayor of 

the Town: 

 

“Early October, the start of autumn and I had the pleasure of unveiling a painting on the 

Costa wall of the memorial gardens. 

 

The same day Ashby held its “Ashby Fabulous “event this was well supported by the local 

shops and the live models looked fabulous, a wonderful effort spoilt a little bit by the heavy 

rain later in the day. 

 

On November the 5th Blackfordby held its annual fireworks display, sponsored by the town 

council.  I was able to press the red button to start an amazing display which was well 

attended. 

 

November 11th Armistice Day, the sun shone on a moving service held at the war memorial 

which was well attended by young and old. 

 

November 14th Remembrance Sunday was rearranged to allow for social distancing and to 

limit the spread of covid, this did not detract from the importance of the day. The service 

held on Bath Grounds was very moving and large crowds were able to attend. Wreath laying 

took place with the wreaths being relocated to the War memorial afterwards. 

 

Early December and our town held its two-day Christmas event with large crowds attending, 

especially on the Saturday. Early afternoon and the crowds disappeared as the rain and wind 

set in. This threatened the Panto but the show must go on and to our delight the crowds 

reappeared ending an amazing day. 

 

Sunday the second day and the Santa Fun Run was held, organised for charity by Ashby 

Castle Rotary Club. A great fun day enjoyed by all ages. After the run it was nice to see the 

Santas wandering through the stalls on Market Street. A successful two-day event saw the 

restaurants, stall holders, pubs and town shops very busy. 

 

Then Omnicron hit, as the numbers increased nationally Carol services were cancelled or 

scaled down, hoping to protect Christmas Day itself. 

 

We are all hoping for a better 2022.” 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

318. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, and seconded by Councillor Jones,  

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 20th 

September 2021 having been distributed were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman. 
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319. PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Deakin, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Planning & Transportation Committee 

held on Monday 6th September and 4th October, 8th November and 13th December 2021 be 

received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

320. LICENSING COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on Monday 

6th September and 4th October, 8th November and 13th December 2021 be received and the 

recommendations therein be adopted 

 

321. PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Parks & Cemetery Committee held on 

Monday 27th September and 29th November 2021 be received and the recommendations 

therein be adopted. 

 

322. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Beggan, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Finance & Administration Committee 

held on Monday 11th October 2021 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Finance & Administration Committee 

held on Monday 10th January 2022 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

323. EVENTS & TOURISM COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Events & Tourism Committee held on 

Monday 13th September and 6th December 2021 be received and the recommendations 

therein be adopted. 

 

324. PROPOSED PURCHASE OF ASHBY BATH GROUNDS. 

 

Councillor Rushton left the meeting at this point. 

 

The Town Clerk presented his written report on negotiations regarding the purchase of the 

freehold of the Bath Grounds by the Town Council following the resolution passed at full 

Town Council on Monday 10th September 2018 and at the EGM of the Town Council on 

Monday 15th April 2019. 
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The Town Council is invited to approve for execution:  

 

(a) the engrossment Section 106 agreement between Oakland Hotels Ltd, North West 

Leicestershire District Council and the Town Council; and, 

(b) the engrossment Escrow Agreement for the proposed purchase of the Bath Grounds 

between Oakland Hotels Ltd and the Town Council; 

 

and to direct the Town Clerk: 

 

(c) to execute both of these documents on behalf of Ashby de la Zouch Town Council in 

accordance with Standing Order 24; and, 

(d) to arrange with the Town Council’s solicitors for the completion of the purchase of 

Ashby Bath Grounds from Oakland Hotels Ltd. 

 

Councillor Bigby had presented some questions for reply by the Town Council’s solicitor. 

Mr Riley’s answers are shown in bold below. 

 

• Will the Council’s solicitor be attending the meeting to answer any legal queries? Yes.  I 

think this could avoid unnecessary arguments and reassure members.  

• The documents do not include the plan of exactly what land is being purchased. I realise 

that this was clear in the original sale agreement, but new members and members of the 

public will not have seen this. It would be helpful if you could make a plan available at 

the meeting and maybe publish it with the meeting documents on the website. Transfer 

plan was circulated to members for the meeting. 

• What is the status of the original sale agreement? It includes many provisions relating to 

it being dependent upon the planning permission which are now in contradiction to the 

s106 agreement. Is there any need to modify the sale agreement accordingly? The 

condition precedent will be waived in accordance with clause 2, so that the 

transaction can proceed notwithstanding the lack of planning permission.  This can 

legally be dealt with via correspondence between the solicitors. 

• There appear to be contradictions in the documents on the precise process of paying the 

sale money into the Escrow account. Your report and the s106 agreement (clause 6 and 

schedule 2) both say that the Council will pay Oakland and they will pay the money into 

the Escrow account, but the Escrow agreement (Background (c), para 1.2 and schedule 1) 

implies that the Town Council will pay the money directly into the Escrow account. Is 

this a problem and should one of the two documents be modified for consistency?  

Background (C), clause 1.2 and Schedule 1 all refer to payment being made to the 

Escrow Agent, which is correct.  Fishers will pay the money (on ATC’s behalf) to 

the Escrow Agent on completion.  As per clause 1.3, the Escrow Agent will then pay 

the money into the Escrow Account. 

• The Works Programme includes £26k legal fees, but clause 1.6 of the owner’s covenant 

(schedule 2) says that legal fees are excluded. The Works Programme is a working 

document for Oakland, so the reference to legal fees will be due to it being relevant 

for Oaklands purposes.  However, our section 106 only refers to the Works 

Programme to assist in defining the work to be carried out. The Works Programme 

is not itself a legal document.  As the section 106 is the legally binding document and 

it specifically excludes legal fees, that is the legal position. 

• The Works Programme indicates that further listed building consent is required for the 

repairs. It is unclear what happens if this doesn’t go through for any reason. Likewise, 

planning permission is required for Oakland to carry out the Works Programme.  
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Planning permission has not yet been granted and there is no guarantee it will be.  

That is outside of ATC’s control and of course would otherwise be a barrier to 

acquiring the Bath Grounds (if the new deal is not signed off and we revert to the 

existing sale contract conditional on planning).  The sale proceeds will remain 

locked in the escrow account and the escrow agreement only permits Oakland to 

receive their sale proceeds by way of reimbursements for works, or otherwise as 

agreed between ATC and Oakland.  This means that if in due course it becomes 

clear consent(s) will never be obtained, Oakland would have to convince ATC to 

release the sale proceeds from the escrow. 

 

Councillor Bayliss acknowledged that this has been a long and, at times, difficult process and 

he commended the perseverance of the Town Clerk in getting the negotiations to this point. 

This was acknowledged by the meeting. The Town Clerk, in turn, took the opportunity to 

thank Ian Riley from Fishers Solicitors who has been the Town Council’s legal advisor 

throughout the process and who’s advice has been invaluable.  

 

Councillor Mrs G. Hoult reminded the meeting that it was Councillor John Coxon, as Leader 

of the Town Council, who had instigated the process and who’s idea it was to push ahead 

with the proposed purchase of the Bath Grounds.  

 

Councillor S.J. Hoult asked whether the ownership would protect the Bath Grounds from any 

future development. The Town Clerk replied that public ownership is the best way to protect 

the grounds from development activity but the Town Council cannot over-ride, or protect 

itself from, any changes as a result of national statutory provisions. He reminded the meeting 

that the Bath Grounds will receive protection from the Ashby Neighbourhood Plan, which is 

a statutory planning document.  

 

Councillor Bigby invited the Town Clerk to explore any further protection that could be put 

in place to protect Ashby Bath Grounds from future development. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: unanimously, that the Town Council approves: 

 

(a) the engrossment Section 106 Agreement between Oakland Hotels Ltd, North West 

Leicestershire District Council and Ashby de la Zouch Town Council; and, 

(b) the engrossment Escrow Agreement between Oakland Hotels Ltd and the Town Council;  

 

and that the Town Council directs the Town Clerk: 

 

(c) to execute both of these documents on behalf of Ashby de la Zouch Town Council in 

accordance with Standing Order 24; 

(d) to arrange with the Town Council’s solicitors for the completion of the purchase of 

Ashby Bath Grounds from Oakland Hotels Ltd. 

 

Councillor Rushton returned to the meeting at this point. 

 

325. MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR BIGBY. 

 

Councillor Bigby presented his motion which was seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale. 

 

On 16th May 2016 the Town Council passed the following resolution: 
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RESOLVED: to adopt the recommendation of the Finance, Tourism & Administration 

Committee that the electronic distribution of agendas and supporting papers for all 

members and posting those papers (other than those marked ‘Confidential’) to the website 

is the default position of the Town Council. Members will have the right to opt out and 

continue to receive a paper copy if they choose to do so. 

 

Since then and until recently, in accordance with the resolution, the Council posted and 

maintained electronic copies of Council and Committee agendas and supporting papers, 

excluding confidential items, on their website. However, recently this practice has ceased, 

and copies of agendas and supporting papers are now only being maintained on the website 

until the draft minutes have been approved at a full council meeting, at which point they are 

being removed from the website. All previously posted council and committee papers have 

also been removed from the website. 

 

The Town Council resolves that, in order to provide public transparency on the background 

to decisions made by this Council and in the spirit of its resolution of 16th May 2016, 

electronic copies of all Council and Committee meeting papers, as distributed to members 

prior to meetings, excluding confidential items, are posted and maintained on the Council 

website for at least 5 years from the date of the relevant meeting. 

 

A discussion followed and reference was made to a letter from the Vice Chairman of the 

Ashby de la Zouch Civic Society dated 22nd January 2022 in support of Councillor Bigby’s 

motion which had been circulated to members. 

 

Councillor Bigby asked for a recorded vote in accordance with Standing Order 3(z). 

 

Attendance/Recorded Vote Sheet 2021/22. 

Motion: as moved by Councillor Bigby and 

seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale. 

 

Town Councillor 

 

F A 

G. Allman 

 

 ✓  

M. Ball Abstain 

 

 

R. Bayliss 

 

✓   

B. Beggan 

 

 ✓  

D. Bigby 

 

✓   

J. Coxon 

 

Absent  

J. Deakin 

 

✓   

D. Harrison 

 

 ✓  

Mrs. G. Hoult 

 

 ✓  

S. J. Hoult  ✓  
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G. Jones 

 

Abstain  

Dr. B. Kneale 

 

✓   

Mrs. R. Manning 

 

Abstain  

Mrs E. Parle 

 

Absent  

N. Rushton 

 

✓   

Mrs. M. Tuckey 

 

Abstain  

Mrs A. Wilson ✓   

Total 

 

6 5 

 

 

The motion was therefore carried by six votes to five. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bigby, seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, 

 

RESOLVED: that, in order to provide public transparency on the background to decisions 

made by this Council and in the spirit of its resolution of 16th May 2016, electronic copies of 

all Council and Committee meeting papers, as distributed to members prior to meetings, 

excluding confidential items, are posted and maintained on the Council website for at least 5 

years from the date of the relevant meeting. 

 

326. TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES. 

 

Councillor Bayliss reported that a meeting of the Ashby Education Foundation is imminent. 

 

Councillor Jones reported that he had attended a meeting of the Ashby de la Zouch Museum 

which he found very helpful and informative. 

 

Councillor Bigby was unsure whether the Willesley Tenants And Residents Association 

(TARA) was holding meetings as he had not been informed of any. The Town Clerk offered 

to make enquiries and report back on the latest position of the Willesley TARA. 

 

327. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment in the sum of £3,848.01 as shown 

attached. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED: to pay the accounts for payment in the sum of £3,848.01 as shown attached.  

 

 

328. APPROVAL OF DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2022/23. 
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The Town Clerk presented for approval the Town Council’s draft budget, as recommended 

by the Finance & Administration Committee at its meeting on Monday 10th January 2022, for 

the financial year 2022/23. 

 

Councillor Bigby remarked on the apparent declining financial position of the Town Council 

as presented in the draft budget. Councillor Bayliss replied that provision has been within the 

draft budget to improve the reserve position of the Town Council as previously resolved and 

as recommended by the Town Council’s Internal Auditor. 

 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the Town Council’s draft budget, as recommended by the Finance 

& Administration Committee at its meeting on Monday 10th January 2022, for the financial 

year 2022/23. 

 

329. APPROVAL OF DRAFT PRECEPT DEMAND FOR 2022/23. 

 

The Town Clerk presented for approval the draft precept demand, as recommended by the 

Finance & Administration Committee at its meeting on Monday 10th January 2022, for the 

Town Council for the financial year 2022/23 in the sum of £555,950.28. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the draft precept demand, as recommended by the Finance & 

Administration Committee at its meeting on Monday 10th January 2022, for the Town 

Council for the financial year 2022/23 in the sum of £555,950.28. 

 

330. CLOSURE OF MEETING TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs R. Manning, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: that as the following agenda item includes confidential information it will be 

considered with members of the public excluded from the meeting in accordance with The 

Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and the Local Government Act 1972 

sections 100 and 102 as the publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 

the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  

 

The meeting was closed to members of the public. 

 

Councillor Bayliss declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 18, ‘Civic Award 2021’, 

as one of the nominees is a personal friend. He would leave the room during the debate, 

would not vote and would not return until its conclusion. 

 

331. CIVIC AWARD 2021. 

 

Councillor Bayliss left the meeting at this point. 

 

The Town Clerk presented two nominations for the 2021 Civic Award for consideration by 

the Town Council. He reminded the meeting that there is no compulsion to make an award if 

the Town Council believes that neither of the nominations meet the criteria for the award. 

 



 

10 
 

The Town Clerk also reminded the meeting that the Town Council decided to re-instate the 

Civic Award in 2011 to recognise those “who have given service of great benefit to the 

community” and is presented by the Town Council on behalf of the people of Ashby de la 

Zouch. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: unanimously, to award the 2021 Civic Award to PC 1667 Mark Arjoo from 

North West Leicestershire Police who has been the Neighbourhood Officer for Ashby since 

October 2004. 

 

Councillor Bayliss returned to the meeting at this point. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.43pm.  

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________            DATE __________________ 


