
 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF  

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD BY ZOOM  

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 25th JANUARY 2021. 

 

 

244.  PRESENT.  
 

Members: Councillor G. Allman (Chairman) 

Councillors: M. Ball, R.D. Bayliss, B.J. Beggan, J.G. Coxon, J.P. 

Deakin, D. Bigby, Mrs G. Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. 

Kneale, Mrs R.A. Manning, N.J. Rushton and Mrs M. Tuckey. 

 

Officer:                           Jack Fargher – Town Clerk.     

                                        Mel Mitchell – Deputy Town Clerk. 

 

245. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
 

There was one apology for absence: Councillor D.A. Harrison. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

Councillor Ioannou-Nikou has been granted paternity leave of absence. 

 

Councillor H.J. Harris was absent without apology. 

 

246. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 
 

There were six members of the public present. 

 

There were no questions from those members of the public who were present. 

 

247. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 
 

Councillor Rushton declared a personal, prejudicial and pecuniary interest in agenda item 17 

‘Ashby’s Market Charter’ as the holder of the lease to the Town Hall and Market Hall and the 

licence holder for the Market Charter in Ashby. He would not speak or vote on this item and 

he would leave the meeting for the duration of the discussion.  

 

248. APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 
 

There were no applications for dispensation. 

 

249. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 
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Councillor Allman gave a brief verbal report on his recent activities as Mayor of the town, as 

follows: 

 

“The past three months has, much like the previous quarter, seen a steady raft of activity 

representing and supporting Ashby Town Council. 

 

Sunday 25th October, I attended with The Mayoress the War Memorial to record a video pre-

Remembrance Sunday parade with Vicar Mary Gregory from St Helens Church leading the 

service, which was also attended by Valerie Gale-Cox President of the Ashby Branch RBL, 

her Standard bearer & bugler. I can confirm that The Mayor of our twinning town in France 

Pithiviers Monsieur Phillipe Nolland sent warm wishes to all on Ashby Council. 

 

On Saturday 31st October we acted on a very wet day in the opening of Penny Worth a new 

store sitting on Market Street, this being the second store for the owners who have a sister store 

in Atherstone which they have successfully run as a family business for 15 years. 

Later the same day saw the reopening of Pennies Accessories on Mill Lane Mews with the 

owners running a similar retail business in Tutbury. 

 

Friday 6th November saw me at the Ivanhoe Club with the Stewardess Karen Deacon in support 

of her Poppy Day dressing of the tree sitting on the club’s carpark which has become an annual 

event. 

 

On the 8th November I laid the official Ashby Town Wreath with assistance of a close friend 

& Ashby resident Mike Briggs whose brave Great Grandfather perished in the trenches of 

WW1 serving King & country for the freedom we enjoy today. 

 

On 11th November we attended the very sombre Armistices ceremony at The War Memorial 

with members of the RBL local churches & Cllr John Coxon leader of Ashby Council. 

Friday 1st December, I recorded a “stay safe “video to be shown on the Towns Web site & 

Face Book. 

 

22nd December we awarded Ashby’s Best Dressed Window to Sew Window with 

Leicestershire High Sherriff Mrs Alison Smith also in attendance. The same day we judged 

private households Best Christmas Tree competition remotely. 

 

24th January I joined the Christian Churches of Ashby in a Zoom cast on behalf of Ashby 

Council and presented a short recital of the works carried out by the Town Council during the 

pandemic along with a personal message. 

 

We have had many meetings to discuss The Annual Mayors Charity “Mind” the mental health 

good cause between Mayoress Charmaigne, Alex from The Lamb Inn, myself and Mrs 

Amanda Shakespeare about what to do with the circa 400 raffle prizes and many auction gifts 

as both the raffle, which was due to take place at The Lamb Inn in December, and the Annual 

Diner in May when the auction was going to be held, have both been cancelled. 

 

Many so generously gifted perishable items were going out of date along with tokens from 

local business who have gone out of business, then the issue of storage which was by way of 

one of our sheds with water damage, mould etc, we decided with the agreement of Mind to 

move salvageable items to their offices in Burton from where they will dispose of by social 

media and their own contacts so as not to lose all their value retaining some benefit going to 

their charity.  
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They have agreed to inform us of the amount raised so that we can add to the current monies 

held by the council of circa £1500 and make the announcement through hopefully at the 

Annual Town Meeting. I would like to add my personal thanks to my wife Charmaigne, Alex 

Stanley from The Lamb, local resident Mrs Amanda Shakespeare and our own Natalie Bone 

for all their assistance in the good cause project. It wouldn’t have happened without the 

dedicated hard work of these ladies. 

 

Up to the end of this civic year we will be carrying on with the Mind project. 

 

The period has also afforded us the opportunity to provide advice, support and assistance to 

many residents on issues related to Covid-19. I have regularly visited Legion House throughout 

the period adhering to HMG advice & regulations.” 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Mrs R. Manning,  

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the report of the Town Council’s Chairman. 

 

250. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING. 
 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Mrs R. Manning,  

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Monday 26th October 

2020 having been distributed were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

251. PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 
 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning & Transportation Committee 

held on Monday 9th November and 14th December 2020 be received and the recommendations 

therein be adopted. 

 

252. LICENSING COMMITTEE. 
 

On the motion of Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on Monday 

21st December 2020 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

253. PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 
 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Parks & Cemetery Committee held on 

Monday 20th November 2020 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 
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254. FINANCE, TOURISM & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. 
 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance, Tourism & Administration 

Committee held on Monday 11th January 2021 be received and the recommendations therein 

be adopted. 

 

255. EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE. 
 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Events & Entertainment Committee held 

on Monday 7th December 2020 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

256. TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES. 
 

The Chairman invited a report from Town Councillors who have attended a meeting of a body 

to which they are appointed by the Town Council. 

 

Councillor Bayliss reported that the Ashby Educational Foundation had not met remotely but 

had dealt with a number of grant applications. 

 

Councillor Bigby reported that although the Willesley Tenants and Residents Association had 

not met he was able to report that the improvements to the car parking areas on the estate would 

commence on Monday 8th February 2021.  

 

Councillor Ball reported that he attended the Annual General Meeting of the Leicestershire & 

Rutland Association of Local Councils.  

 

257. ACCOUNTS. 
 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment in the sum of £5,631.61. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Mrs R. Manning, 

 

RESOLVED: that accounts in the sum of £5,631.61 be approved for payment as shown 

attached. 

 

258. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2020. 
 

The Town Clerk reported that this agenda item is a referral from the Finance, Tourism & 

Administration Committee meeting held on Monday 11th January 2021. The Town Council’s 

Internal Auditor raised two issues in her report dated 24th April 2020. They were: 
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• The Town Council may wish to consider whether its current level of reserves is sufficient 

to finance unexpected expenditure or emergencies. Section 5.32 of Governance and 

Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England sets the generally accepted 

recommendation that a Smaller Authority’s General Reserve should be maintained at 

between 3- and 12-months Net Revenue Expenditure (NRE);  

 

• The Town Council should review its current banking arrangements as it currently holds all 

of its funds with one banking organisation. The Financial Services Compensation Scheme 

provides protection for deposits up to £85,000 if an authorised bank or building society 

fails. The Town Council’s balance is substantially over this limit, particularly at the point 

when the precept is received in two instalments [April and September] throughout the year.  

 

The Town Clerk had dealt with these issues in a written report to the Finance Committee and 

it was not his intention to rehearse all of the points again at this meeting.  

 

Councillor Rushton, as Chairman of the Finance, Tourism & Administration Committee, 

wished to move the recommendations from the Committee meeting held on 11th January 2021 

as follows: 

 

(a) to set a target for the level of general reserves to be held by the Town Council at or 

around £200k by 31st March 2024 in accordance with Section 5.32 of Governance and 

Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England (March 2020); 

(b) to approve an initial investment of £100k with the Public Sector Deposit Fund (PSDF) 

of the Churches, Charities & Local Authorities (CCLA) in order to spread the financial 

risk of the Town Council if it’s banking institution failed, by using an investment 

product designed for local authorities;  

(c) to approve the draft Investment Policy;  

 

The Town Clerk, in his role as the Responsible Finance Officer, requested that the Town 

Council also considers the following recommendation: 

 

(d) to delegate to the Finance, Tourism & Administration Committee and the Responsible 

Finance Officer of the Town Council responsibility for day-to-day management of the 

investment portfolio, including the movement of funds between the Town Council’s 

bank account and the CCLA. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council accepts the recommendations from the Finance, Tourism 

& Administration Committee meeting held on Monday 11th January as follows: 

 

(a) to set a target for the level of general reserves to be held by the Town Council at or 

around £200k by 31st March 2024 in accordance with Section 5.32 of Governance and 

Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England (March 2020); 

(b) to approve an initial investment of £100k with the Public Sector Deposit Fund (PSDF) 

of the Churches, Charities & Local Authorities (CCLA) in order to spread the financial 

risk of the Town Council if it’s banking institution failed, by using an investment 

product designed for local authorities;  

(c) to approve a draft Investment Policy; and, 

(d) to delegate to the Finance, Tourism & Administration Committee and the Responsible 

Finance Officer of the Town Council responsibility for day-to-day management of the 
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investment portfolio, including the movement of funds between the Town Council’s 

bank account and the CCLA. 

 

 

Councillor Bigby raised a point of order. He stated that the next item of business on the agenda 

should be the approval of the budget rather than the approval of the precept, as the first should 

always follow the second.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Bigby, seconded by Councillor Rushton, 

 

RESOLVED: to take agenda item 16, ‘Approval of Draft Budget for 2021/22’, as the next 

item of business. 

 

259. APPROVAL OF DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2021/22. 
 

Councillor Rushton presented the draft budget for the Town Council for the financial year 

2020/21 for approval on the recommendation of the Finance, Tourism & Administration 

Committee meeting held on Monday 11th January 2021. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOVED: with 13 votes in favour and one abstention, to approve the draft budget for the 

Town Council for the financial year 2021/22 as recommended by the Finance, Tourism & 

Administration Committee meeting held on Monday 11th January 2021. 

 

260. APROVAL OF DRAFT PRECEPT DEMAND FOR 2021/22. 
 

Councillor Rushton presented the draft precept in the sum of £514,808.34 for the Town 

Council for the financial year 2021/22 for approval on the recommendation of the Finance, 

Tourism & Administration Committee meeting held on Monday 11th January 2021. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: with 13 votes in favour and one abstention, to approve the draft precept in the 

sum of £514,808.34 for the Town Council for the financial year 2021/22 as recommended by 

the Finance, Tourism & Administration Committee meeting held on Monday 11th January 

2021. 

 

Councillor Rushton left the meeting at this point and did not return. 

 

261. ASHBY’S MARKET CHARTER. 
 

The Town Clerk presented a written report to update the Town Council on the exchange of 

correspondence with North West Leicestershire District Council on the operation of the market 

charter in Ashby and to invite the Town Council to decide on the next steps. He explained that 

this item had been deferred from the Events & Entertainment Committee meeting on Monday 

7th December 2020. 

 



 

7 
 

Specifically, the Town Council is invited to consider the following four actions as proposed 

by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, and seconded by Councillor Bigby: 

 

i. to seek independent legal advice on the issues surrounding the lease and the market 

licence to DRL; 

ii. make a formal complaint to NWLDC on behalf of the residents of the town on the 

lack of transparency on the calculation of the rent for the Town Hall and Market 

Hall and the failure of the District Council to enforce the covenants within the lease, 

including the surveys of the fabric of the building; 

iii. issue a request to the District Council to improve its market website so that it clearly 

outlines the relevant covenants to the Market Hall within the lease, promotes the 

use of the Market Hall on its market website as a potential temporary market for 

market traders including the process to be followed in applying for a temporary 

market and as a public space for community events; 

iv. that the Town Council advertises on its website, and in social media, the use of the 

Market Hall as a potential temporary market for market traders and public space 

for community events. 

 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale introduced the agenda item and provided some background. It is her 

view that the way that the Market Charter for Ashby is being applied is having an adverse 

impact on business in the town. Councillor Dr. B. Kneale summarised the position as follows: 

 

1. There has been a failure by the District Council to enforce the covenants within the 

lease to DRL dated 24th January 1992. In particular, Section 5.10.10 of the lease refers 

to the availabiity of stall spaces for any Market Traders who wish to present themselves 

to the Town Hall on Tuesday, Friday and Saturday between the hours of 8am and 6pm.  

 

2. Also, the lease allows the use of the building “for other such community events as the 

Landlord shall reasonably require in return for the payment of a reasonable fee…” As 

far as we are aware this covenant has not been complied with. 

 

3. In addition to these covenants, there is a supplemental deed to the lease that stipulates 

that the premises should be kept in a reasonable and proper state of repair and that the 

premises will be regularly inspected by the District Council to ensure that they are so. 

Apparently, no inspection regime is in place by the lessor.  

 

4. There needs to be a written statement from the District Council, which can be shared 

to local businesses, that clearly states that no monetary or other terms of conditions 

which are out of process can be imposed on them directly by DRL, or any other third 

party, over and above those which are imposed by the District Council. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale reported that the Ashby Civic Society has recently made a complaint 

to the Chief Executive of NWLDC regarding both the lack of enforcement of the covenants 

within the lease to the Town Hall and the Market Hall and the operation of the Market Charter. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale stated, following a question from Councillor Allman, that the 

objective of pursuing this matter is to enable the Town Council and other interested parties to 

hold events and markets in the town without hindrance. She reminded the Town Council that 

this issue had been reignited as a result of a complaint from a member of the public following 

the cancellation of the Ashby ‘Inside Out’ event in 2019. It had previously been raised with 

the District Council in 2014 by the Chairman of the (then) Ashby Town Team. 



 

8 
 

 

Councillor Ball reported that the Town Council needed to focus on two matters – firstly, the 

ability of third parties to run a market in Ashby and secondly, the preservation of the fabric of 

the building of the Town Hall and Market Hall as a registered Asset of Community Value. He 

recommended that the Town Council writes directly to DRL to invite its comments and to seek 

its reassurances. 

 

Councillor Bigby reported that there is no evidence of DRL approaching the Town Council. 

DRL is aware the Town Council has been in correspondence with the District Council on these 

issues and could have taken the opportunity to approach the Town Council with its comments. 

 

Councillor Ball moved an amendment to the main motion, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, as 

follows:  

to substitute for point i. “that the Town Council will write to DRL to (a) detail the Town 

Council’s concerns regarding the operation of the Market Charter in Ashby and to seek DRL’s 

views and secondly, (b) to seek reassurances from DRL regarding the upkeep of the fabric of 

the building of the Town Hall and Market Hall as an Asset of Community Value. The reply 

from DRL (if any) would be considered by the Events & Entertainment Committee on Monday 

15th March 2021.  

In default of a reply, or in the event that the Town Council does not receive a positive response 

to its enquiries, the Events & Entertainment Committee will execute actions ii, iii, and iv.”  

 

The amendment to the main motion, as proposed by Councillor Ball, was accepted by the 

mover, Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, and the seconder, Councillor Bigby.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, seconded by Councillor Bigby, 

 

RESOLVED: with seven votes in favour and three against, to take the follow actions:  

 

(a) the Town Council will write to DRL to firstly, detail the Town Council’s concerns 

regarding the operation of the Market Charter in Ashby and to seek DRL’s views and 

secondly, to seek reassurances from DRL regarding the upkeep of the fabric of the 

building of the Town Hall and Market Hall as an Asset of Community Value;  

(b) The reply from DRL (if any) will be considered by the Events & Entertainment 

Committee on Monday 15th March 2021;  

(c) In default of a reply, or in the event that the Town Council does not receive a positive 

response to its enquiries, the Events & Entertainment Committee will execute actions 

ii, iii, and iv as follows: 

 

ii.)  make a formal complaint to NWLDC on behalf of the residents of the town on the 

lack of transparency on the calculation of the rent for the Town Hall and Market Hall 

and the failure of the District Council to enforce the covenants within the lease, 

including the surveys of the fabric of the building; 

iii.)  issue a request to the District Council to improve its market website so that it 

clearly outlines the relevant covenants to the Market Hall within the lease, promotes 

the use of the Market Hall on its market website as a potential temporary market for 

market traders including the process to be followed in applying for a temporary market 

and as a public space for community events; 

iv.)  that the Town Council advertises on its website, and in social media, the use of the 

Market Hall as a potential temporary market for market traders and public space for 

community events. 
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262. CLOSURE OF MEETING TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. 
 

On the motion of Councillor Allman, seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, 

 

RESOLVED: that as the following agenda item includes confidential information it will be 

considered with members of the public excluded from the meeting in accordance with The 

Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and the Local Government Act 1972 

sections 100 and 102 as the publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 

the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  

 

The meeting was closed to members of the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

263. CIVIC AWARD 2020. 
 

The Town Clerk presented a written report on the nominations for the Civic Award 2020.  

There were three nominations. 

 

Councillors Ball and Dr. B. Kneale declared a non-pecuniary interest in this agenda item as 

Committee members of Ashby Civic Society. One of the nominees for the Civic Award 2020 

is a fellow Committee member. Both Councillors indicated that they would abstain from 

voting.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Allman, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: to award the 2020 Civic Award to Mr Dean O’Shea. 

 

264. YOUTH AWARD 2020. 
 

The Town Clerk presented a written report on the nominations for the Youth Award 2020.  

There was one joint nomination. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Allman, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: to award the 2020 Youth Award, jointly, to Harry Booton, Jordan Eccersley, 

Harriet Cave and Seb Cave. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.41pm   

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________           DATE __________________ 


