
Heritage Stakeholder Group 

Meeting Notes – 18 July 2017 

Legion House, Ashby de la Zouch 

Attendees Area of interest/ attraction 

Karen Edwards  Deputy Town Clerk (Chair) 

Clare Birch  Friends of Bath Grounds 

Wendy Freer  Pudding Bag Productions 

Susan Boardman-Weston St Helens Church Heritage 

Ken Ward Ashby Civic Society  

Apologies  

Wendy May Cultural Services Manager 

Jo Holland Project Manager 

Chris Tandy Ashby History Group 

Jack Fargher Town Clerk 

Anne Bourne Ashby TIC 

Katherine Stanley NWLDC 

Tom Woodhouse Ashby Castle 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting – agreed 

 

2. Matters Arising – No update on the Guide Association. 

 

3. English Heritage Update  - No update 

 

4. St Helen’s Church Yard 

Community Pay Back are going to be used to complete the work of moving the 

soil from the back of the Heritage Centre in to the Church Yard.   

Jack has met lighting providers about lighting the church and he will be able to 

provide an update on work on the Church Yard at the next meeting. 

 

5. Open Spaces 

Wendy has reviewed Hood Park and the following priorities were agreed: 

• Replacing benches and bins 

• An interpretation board on the history of Hood Park, including why it is 

called Hood Park 

It would be helpful to know if further work is planned by the Trent Rivers Trust. 

Susan has reviewed Westfields and Willesley Recreation Grounds.  The issues 

were largely maintenance related and the pavilion at Westfields looked 

unattractive.  



Karen informed the meeting that the Friends of Westfields were looking in to 

raising funding to replace the pavilion. 

There wasn’t any significant heritage attached to either of the open spaces. 

It was agreed that they wouldn’t be put forward for improvements. 

Clare has reviewed Ashby Cemetery and the following priorities were agreed: 

• Information board/ map showing layout of the cemetery and location of key 

graves e.g. War Graves 

• An interpretation board on the history of the cemetery using the leaflet 

Jack produced. 

• Better signage from the car park area through the cemetery 

• Replacement water butts – they generally look shabby and untidy 

• Additional water butt near the car park and for the cemetery extension 

Regarding the Bath Grounds Claire expressed the view that the Friends of the 

Bath Grounds provide an attention to that area, that other open spaces lack.  If 

there was funding left then the following would be welcomed: 

• New benches on the path near the Royal Hotel 

• Once the Japanese knotweed has been eradicated it would be good to 

have some new shrubs in that area. 

Karen had not had an opportunity to look at Western Park. 

Karen thanked Wendy, Susan and Clare for the work they had done reviewing 

open spaces. 

It was agreed that Karen would produce a priority list and pass it to Jo Holland so 

costings could be obtained. 

6. Legible Ashby 

Karen has pulled together some information on the Legible Leicester Project.  

She has also had a quick look around the town centre which is felt to be lacking 

in maps and signage.  With the only town maps being located on South Street 

and a copy in the window of the Tourist Information Centre. 

Ken agreed to have a word with the Tourist Information Centre to find out who 

controls the bus timetable board, as that could be a good location for a map of 

the town. 

Claire circulated pictures of signage and maps in Castle Donington that the group 

liked. 



It was felt that Anne’s views from a Tourist Information perspective would be 

helpful. 

It was agreed that the next meeting would focus on progressing proposals for 

signage and maps in the town centre. 

Clare agreed to look at current signage and mark it on a map, so gaps can be 

identified. 

Karen will provide her with an A3 map of the town centre. 

7. Open Air Swimming Pool 

 

Ken has provided Jo with information on the history of the pool and Jo has 

discovered that there is no reason why the pool cannot be called a lido. 

 

8. Date of next meeting 

 

Tuesday 8th August at 6:30pm.  Karen will be unable to attend but the group were 

keen to keep the momentum going. 

 


