
Heritage Stakeholder Group 

Meeting Notes – 27 June 2017 

Legion House, Ashby de la Zouch 

Attendees Area of interest/ attraction 

Karen Edwards (KE) Deputy Town Clerk (Chair) 

Jack Fargher (JF) Town Clerk 

Claire Birch (CB) Friends of Bath Grounds 

Wendy Freer (WF) Pudding Bag Productions 

Susan Boardman-Weston St Helens Church Heritage 

Tom Woodhouse Ashby Castle 

Apologies  

Wendy May Cultural Services Manager 

Jo Holland Project Manager 

Chris Tandy Ashby History Group 

Ken Ward Civic Society 

Anne Bourne Ashby TIC 

Katherine Stanley NWLDC 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting – agreed 

2. Matters Arising – Jo has made contact with the Guide Association but has had 

no response yet. 

3. Enhancing Open Spaces 

Consider what can do to enhance open spaces across the town.  Ashby 

Neighbourhood Plan consultation included comments that there were great open 

spaces in the town but better use could be made of them. 

 

A focus for this group is how we can improve the open spaces and demonstrate 

that they are part of the heritage of the town.  Agreed the need to focus on areas 

of open space that we can have influence over, so excluding land in private 

ownership, eg. School playing fields, Bullens Field and the Memorial Field.  

Therefore focus on: 

• Hood Park 

• Bath Grounds 

• Western Park 

• Cemetery 

• Church yards 

• Westfields and Willesley Recreation grounds 

Need to tell the story of these green spaces and look at how they can be 

improved e.g. benches on Hood Park. 

Action: Members of the group will review the green spaces listed, looking 

at: 



• Telling the storey of historic sites – which could link in to Heritage Trails 

• Potential enhancements to the open space e.g. flower beds, picnic 

benches, seating 

• Review each site and give suggestions of short, medium and long term 

actions that can be prioritised.  Some of these actions may be beyond the 

18 month scope of the project. 

Action: Allocated the green spaces: 

• Hood Park – Wendy Freer 

• Willesley and Western Parks – Susan Boardman-Weston 

• Ashby Cemetery – Claire Birch 

• Ashby Castle Grounds and land at Prior Park Road – Tom Woodhouse 

• Western Park – Karen Edwards 

• Church Yards- Volunteers needed 

 

4. Ashby Lido 

Ken Ward has been researching the history of the open air swimming pool. 

 

5. Heritage Trails 

Lots of different trails – need to be reviewed and publicised together.  They all 

offer different ways of finding out about the heritage of the town. 

 

6. St Helens Churchyard regeneration 

The new building is about to be handed over to the church.  Town council leading 

on improvements in the Churchyard. 

 

7. Branding 

Together Agency working with the Ashby Project and branding for the town. 

 

8. Social Media/Trip Advisor 

Discussion on improving ratings and profile of the town’s attractions on social 

media. 

 

9. Legible Signage 

Action: Karen to find out from LCC about what other legible signage schemes 

have achieved and how they operated.  Starting point will be an audit of existing 

signs. 

 

Date of next meeting on Tuesday 18th July at 6:30pm at Legion House. 


