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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH PARISH 

HELD AT LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH  

AT 6.30PM ON 20th MAY 2019. 

 

 

Present:  

 

Members: Councillor G.A. Allman (Chairman). 

Councillors R. D. Bayliss, B. Beggan, J. G. Coxon, J. Deakin, A. 

Ioannou-Nikou, H. Harris, D. Harrison. Mrs G. Hoult, S. J. Hoult, 

D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale, Mrs R. Manning and Mrs M. Tuckey. 

                                        

                                        Councillors M. Ball, D. Bigby and N.J. Rushton were not in 

attendance. 

 

Officer:                           Jack Fargher – Town Clerk.     

 

Electors:                         11 electors from the parish were in attendance. 

 

The Town Council’s Annual Report for the financial year 2018/19 had been distributed to 

all members of the Town Council and was available at the meeting. 

 

For the benefit of those who had not previously attended one of these meetings the Town 

Clerk explained the purpose of the Annual Meeting of the Parish. It is not a formal Town 

Council meeting.  

 

37.  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION BY THE CHAIRMAN/TOWN MAYOR. 

 

The Chairman of the Town Council and Town Mayor, Councillor G.A. Allman, welcomed 

everyone to the meeting. He particularly wished to mention the newly elected members of 

the Town Council, those who have prepared presentations and members of the public who 

have taken the trouble to attend. 

 

Councillor Allman welcomed the opportunity to be Mayor of the town for the second time. 

He was previously Mayor in 2009/10. He announced that his charity for his mayoral year is 

to be “Mind” which provides advice and support to empower anyone experiencing a mental 

health problem and campaigns to improve services, raise awareness and promote 

understanding. A letter is about to be circulated to businesses in the town inviting 

contributions towards the fund-raising efforts. 

 

38. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASHBY 

DE LA ZOUCH PARISH HELD ON MONDAY 13th MAY 2018. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the draft minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Ashby de la Zouch 

Parish which had been held on Monday 13th May 2018 for approval by the meeting.  

 

The Town Clerk reported that there was one matter arising from those minutes. Mr Benfield 

had raised a query regarding the pathway from the castle to the top of the Prior Park Road 

field. This gets very overgrown during the summer and he asked whether it could be 

regularly cleared to ensure that the right of way is maintained. 

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/
https://www.mind.org.uk/news-campaigns/campaigns/
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The Town Clerk replied that he made enquiries and reported that the path has now been 

included on the definitive footpath map with the designation O107. Leicestershire County 

Council would, therefore, be responsible for maintaining the right of way and ensuring that it 

is passable. The Town Clerk noted that the path is quite overgrown at the moment and this 

has been reported to the LCC by the Town Council office. 

 

This was received and noted by the meeting. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 13th 

May 2018 having been distributed were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

39.  STATEMENT FROM THE CHAIRMAN/TOWN MAYOR. 

 

The Mayor for the year 2018/19, Councillor R.D. Bayliss, thanked everyone for their support 

during his year in office and he particularly wished to thank Councillor Coxon and fellow 

Councillors for the opportunity to become the Mayor of the town. He also wished to thank 

the Town Clerk and his team for all of the support that they have given him during the course 

of the year. 

 

Councillor Bayliss announced that he had two presentations to make. 

 

The first was to Councillor John Coxon to recognise his 20 years’ service to the town as an 

elected member of the Town Council. Town Councillors are unpaid volunteers. To serve the 

community in which you live for such a long time really is an unbelievable commitment in 

time and energy and it is only proper that such loyalty is recognised. The Town Council 

presents long-service awards to Councillors who have served on the Town Council for 20 

years. This is cumulative service, not necessarily consecutive.  

A framed certificate is presented to the recipient “in recognition of 20 years’ service to the 

Town Council and the community it serves.” 

Councillor Coxon replied that he is proud to have served for such a long-time as an elected 

member of the town in which he was born and brought up. He had first been elected to the 

Town Council in 1999 and it has been a privilege to serve the people of the town since then.  

 

The second was to Helen Beardsworth of “Admiral Nurses” of a cheque in the sum of 

£1,551.87. Admiral Nurses was Councillor Bayliss’s chosen charity for his year in office and 

the money raised was principally from proceeds from the Civic Dinner in April and the raffle 

which took place at that dinner. 

 

Mrs Beardsworth explained a little more about their work. Admiral Nurses provide the 

specialist dementia support that families need. When things get challenging or difficult, the 

nurses work alongside people with dementia, and their families: giving them one-to-one 

support, expert guidance and practical solutions. The unique dementia expertise and 

experience an Admiral Nurse brings is a lifeline–it helps families to live more positively with 

dementia in the present, and to face the challenges of tomorrow with more confidence and 

less fear. 

 

https://www.dementiauk.org/get-support/
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Most Admiral Nurses work in the community for the NHS, and others work in care homes, 

hospitals and hospices. Admiral Nurses work with people and families affected by all types 

of dementia, including Alzheimer’s disease, vascular dementia, frontotemporal dementia and 

dementia with Lewy bodies. 

 

Mrs Beardsworth thanked Councillor Bayliss for choosing Admiral Nurses as his charity for 

the year and for the generous donation to their funds. 

 

Councillor Bayliss also wished to take the opportunity to pay tribute to the contribution of 

two former Mayors of the town: Ken Watson, who had been Mayor in 1979-80, and Gordon 

Tacey, who was Mayor of the town 1997-98, both of whom had passed away during the year. 

Councillor Bayliss had represented the Town Council at their respective funerals. We pass on 

our condolences to their respective families.  

 

40. PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 

2018/19 BY THE LEADER OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. 

 

The Leader of the Town Council, Councillor John Coxon, introduced the Annual Report of 

the Town Council for the financial year 2018/19: 

 

“It gives me great pleasure to present the Annual Report of the Town Council for the 

financial year 2018/19. As you will read in this report it has been another very busy and 

eventful year for the Town Council and for the town of Ashby. We have made some real 

progress in improving the services that we provide and in putting on some first-class events. 

 

I am pleased to report that for the second time in the term of this Town Council we have not 

increased the Council Tax precept. The Town Council recognises that in difficult financial 

times it is important that any increases in Council Tax are kept to the absolute minimum. We 

have shown that we can improve services and exercise financial prudence at the same time. 

 

I was delighted that the Neighbourhood Plan Referendum on Thursday 22nd November 2018 

resulted in a resounding approval for the plan. The amount of hard work which went into the 

development of the plan should not be underestimated and this is a real landmark moment for 

the direction of the future development of the town. 

 

I was delighted to be able to receive on behalf of the town the trophy for the “Best Shopping 

Experience” at the 2018 Leicestershire Tourism and Hospitality Awards at the Athena in 

Leicester at the end of November. The town also received a “Highly Commended” in the 

Best Town or Village category (second behind Market Harborough). This is a fantastic 

achievement for the town and one that should be celebrated and applauded. 

 

I was also delighted to present to the owner of the Water Tower, Mr Oliver Howard, the 

award of “Commended” in the North West Leicestershire Council’s “Good Design” awards 

for 2018 for “design quality and making a positive contribution towards the built 

environment for North West Leicestershire.” The Water Tower, a well-loved Ashby 

landmark, has been re-born and converted into a unique family home.  

 

In September I proposed a motion, which received the unanimous support of the Town 

Council, to direct the Town Clerk to make an official approach to the owners of the Bath 

Grounds to enter into a dialogue whereby the Town Council expresses an interest in 

acquiring the freehold of the Bath Grounds in its entirety for the present and future residents 
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of the town. I look forward to being able to present a positive outcome in next year’s Annual 

Report. 

 

I would like to thank all members of the Town Council who give their time freely and 

willingly to support the work of the Council. In particular, I would like to thank the 

Chairmen of the Committees without whom the work of the Town Council would not be 

possible and to Councillor Roger Bayliss who has been Mayor for the year. Roger is a very 

experienced Councillor and this is his second stint as Mayor for the town and he has 

executed his civic duties as Mayor, supported very ably by his wife Vanessa, with real gusto 

and enthusiasm.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank all of the staff of the Town Council for their unstinting efforts 

throughout the year.” 

 

41.  REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN. 

 

The Chairmen of the Town Council’s Committees presented their respective section of the 

Annual Report: 

 

(a) Planning & Transportation Committee. 

 

Councillor Jones presented the Annual Report of the Planning & Transportation Committee 

for 2018/19. 

 

The Committee remains concerned about the scale and location of developments in and 

around the town of Ashby and the village of Blackfordby. The loss of green space, the 

impact on the infrastructure (particularly schools and health), increasing traffic congestion 

and the unsustainability of the proposed developments has caused the Committee to raise 

objections to a number of planning applications with the Local Planning Authority. 

 

In particular, the Committee has objected to:  

 

• A proposed increase in the number of dwellings from 81 to 106 on land at Butt Lane, 

Blackfordby [18/01973/FULM] as the Committee considered that this would be over-

intensive development of the site; 

 

• The use of an externally illuminated totem sign at the Co-op store on Burton Road 

[18/00806/ADC] which the Committee considered to be inappropriate for a residential 

area; 

 

• The development of the former Arla dairy site [18/00827/REMM]. The Committee 

considered that a comprehensive Master Plan should be prepared for the site as required 

by the recently adopted Local Plan in consultation with stakeholders, including the Town 

Council, and agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority. The Committee said 

that the Plan should identify a range of land uses and their relationship to each other and 

existing development within the vicinity of the site; 

 

• The development of a haulage and transport depot on Nottingham Road 

[18/00679/FULM] due to the noise, fumes and access issues which would have an 

adverse impact on those living close by the application site; 
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• The proposed installation of garden structures within the existing pub garden/yard area of 

the Bull’s Head, Market Street [18/01626/FUL]. The Committee agreed with the view of 

the Conservation Officer that any structure should be more in keeping with the current 

buildings and should be faced with materials which reflect existing facing materials; 

 

• The Committee has continued to be concerned regarding the consultation process (or 

rather the apparent lack of one) of the long-awaited Design Code and Masterplan for 605 

dwellings at Money Hill despite a number of workshops attended by a number of 

stakeholders which were held in the autumn of 2016. The Committee will continue to 

press the Local Planning Authority on this matter. 

 

The Committee has received regular updates from concerned members of the public 

regarding the delivery of community health services in Ashby following the closure of 

Ashby & District Hospital. 

 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

The Committee has received regular reports from the Deputy Town Clerk on the progress 

towards the development of a Neighbourhood Plan for the town.  

 

The referendum on the Ashby de la Zouch Neighbourhood Plan was held in November 2018 

and 92% of those who voted, voted “Yes” to the question: ‘Do you want North West 

Leicestershire District Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Ashby de la Zouch to help 

it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood plan area?’ The turn-out for the 

Referendum was a healthy 22%.  

 

Following this result the District Council ‘Made’ the Neighbourhood Plan and the plan now 

forms part of the policies that the District Council needs to consider when deciding planning 

applications in Ashby de la Zouch. The Committee was both delighted and relieved at the 

result as it was the accumulation of six years of hard work.  

 

The Committee has also received regular updates on North West Leicestershire District 

Council’s review of its Local Plan.  We have provided comments to consultations on the 

emerging options being considered by the District Council.  The Local Plan impacts both 

upon the Neighbourhood Plan and planning applications within the parish. 

 

The Committee has supported the production of a Neighbourhood Plan for the village of 

Blackfordby. Following approval of designated status for the plan a series of meetings have 

been held with members of the local community to look at issues facing the village and 

potential policies for inclusion in the plan.  A draft Blackfordby Neighbourhood Plan has 

been produced and the community is being consulted on the emerging policies.  

 

Transportation matters. 

 

The Committee has been kept informed of temporary traffic regulation orders affecting the 

parish, temporary footpath closures, proposals to change bus services within and around the 

town, no waiting orders, changes to speed limits and the implementation of speed reduction 

features. It has also made suggestions for street naming on new housing developments. 

 

The Committee receives regular reports regarding the problems with parking in the town. In 

particular concerns were raised with the Committee regarding car parking on The Green and 

on Mill Bank, new parking restrictions have been introduced in the area to try and deal with 
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some of the issues. It is hoped that the additional parking capacity that has been created on 

the North Street site in the Cultural & Leisure Quarter will help to alleviate some of these 

problems.  

 

The preferred route of High-Speed Rail Phase 2 (HS2) will pass through the parish following 

the line of the M42/A42 through the parish. In December the Committee provided a detailed 

response to consultation on the Draft Environmental Statement and Draft Equality Impact 

Assessment. These documents highlighted the scale of the impact HS2 could have on the 

parish, with two main construction compounds and three large material stock piles in the 

parish, consideration is also being given to a rail head alongside the A511 near Flagstaff 

Farm.   

 

(b) Licensing Committee. 

 

Councillor Mrs M. Tuckey presented the Annual Report of the Licensing Committee for 

2018/19. 

 

The Committee was delighted to learn that the application for ‘Purple Flag’ Scheme re-

accreditation for Ashby de la Zouch town centre had been successful. A full re-application 

process will take place during 2019. 

 

The Committee, once again, noted the welcome presence of a town centre medical provision 

over the Christmas and New Year period. The Committee continued to comment upon street 

trading applications within the town. 

 

The Committee now receives regular reports from the Deputy Town Clerk on crimes which 

have been reported within the town centre and discussed levels of crime with the newly 

appointed Local Policing Inspector. The Committee is also pleased to send a representative 

to the town centre CCTV User Group and the Ashby Pub Watch Scheme. 

 

(c) Parks & Cemetery Committee. 

 

Councillor Bayliss presented the Annual Report of the Parks & Cemetery Committee for 

2018/19. 

 

The Committee considered a wide range of topics throughout the year: 

 

Grounds Maintenance Team. 

 

The Committee was delighted to welcome two new members to the ground’s maintenance 

team. Sam Fern and Jason Treadwell joined the Town Council in April and October 

respectively. We wish them well in their new positions.  

 

On the other side of the coin, we said “goodbye” to a long-standing member of the team. Rob 

Forsyth retired after 16 years’ service with the Town Council. We wish him well for the 

future. 

 

Litter-picking. 

 

The Committee has received regular reports from the litter-picking champion, Robert Gough, 

on his sterling efforts around the parish to keep it free from litter and fly-tipping. 
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The Bath Grounds. 

 

A good deal of the Committee’s time and energy during the last year has, once again, been 

taken up by issues surrounding the Bath Grounds. 

 

The Committee has received regular written reports from the ‘Friends of the Bath Grounds’ 

on maintenance matters and suggestions for improvements to the park. In particular we have 

been kept informed about graffiti, potholes on the roadway, littering in the park, Japanese 

Knotweed and the Castle View Wildlife Walk.  

 

The Committee has given its approval to some remedial work to the roadway into the Bath 

Grounds from Prior Park Road. The camber will be reinstated and repair work to the surface 

of the roadway undertaken by a contractor recommended by Breedon Aggregates. 

 

The Committee has also approved in principle some improvements to the South Street 

entrance to the grounds including treating the bollards with wood preserver, painting the 

lamp posts black and re-locating the mosaic to a position which it is hoped is less likely to 

attract vandalism. 

 

Range Road Depot. 

 

The Committee has indicated its wish to continue with the improvements to Range Road 

Depot to enhance operational efficiency and security. This work is on-going. 

 

The Town Council has been invited to adopt a number of parcels of land, including the play 

area and balancing lagoon, off Leicester Road from David Wilson Home. The proposed 

transfer is currently under discussion. The proposed adoption by the Town Council of open 

space at the former soap factory site off The Callis has been delayed due to the involvement 

of the Treasury Solicitors.  

 

The Committee has given its approval to the upgrade of its street light to LED lamps and for 

a maintenance contract for those lights with Leicestershire County Council. Both initiatives 

are more cost-effective long-term options for the management of our street lights. 

 

The Committee received a very detailed and thought-provoking written report from a local 

resident on “Helping Ashby’s Wildlife”. The Committee was generally supportive of the 

tenor of the report and what it is aiming to achieve. The Town Clerk was asked to arrange a 

meeting with the author of the report to discuss the opportunities for a pilot scheme in an 

area to be identified. 

 

Play Areas. 

 

Following representations from a number of local residents the Committee was pleased to be 

able to approve the installation of replacement play equipment at Chapmans Meadows. The 

existing equipment, such as it was, had outlived its usefulness and was in a poor state of 

repair.  

 

The Committee was also able to approve the replacement of missing fence panels and gates 

to the toddler area of the play area at Malvern Crescent. Hopefully this may help to reduce 

some of the anti-social behaviour problems that have been associated with that play 

equipment. 
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The Committee was also pleased to note the completion of the construction of a multi-use 

games area on the Westfields Recreation Ground for the benefit of local residents. The 

project was delivered in conjunction with the ‘Friends of Westfields’ group who have done a 

wonderful job in raising funds and generating local support. The Town Council has recently 

been successful in a funding bid to SUEZ Communities Trust for £27,000 towards the 

project. 

 

(d) Finance, Tourism & Administration Committee. 

 

In the absence of the Committee Chairman, Councillor N.J. Rushton, Councillor Allman as 

Vice-Chairman of the Committee, presented the Annual Report of the Finance, Tourism & 

Administration Committee for 2018/19. 

 

Financial Support Grant aid. 

 

The Committee is pleased to be able to offer financial assistance to local groups. It approved 

the following applications to the Town Council from community and voluntary groups in the 

last financial year: 

 

RECIPIENT £ 

Ashby Museum        9,000.00 

Rotary Club of Ashby                                                   250.00 

Ashby “Inside Out”                               500.00 

Ashby Arts Festival                                                      175.00 

Realfest CIC         500.00 

Blackfordby Old School Room       9,307.73 

Blackfordby Wildlife Group           500.00 

Blackfordby Methodist Church           950.00 

Bench for War Memorial in Blackfordby           984.50 

Ashby Town Centre Traders           500.00 

Ashby de la Zouch Museum           300.00 

Ashby Bowls Club           500.00 

TOTAL                  25,307.23 

                                

The Ashby Project. 

 

During the summer of 2016 discussions took place with NWLDC on how it could support 

the town to deliver a number of projects to improve the public realm, encourage footfall, 

provide additional car parking capacity and enhance the heritage and visitor potential of the 

town’s assets. 

 

The framework within which these discussions took place was the then emerging 

Neighbourhood Plan for Ashby. There were a number of ideas, concepts, suggestions and 

projects which emerged from the focus groups and public consultations which took place as 

part of the preparation of the plan which could not be taken forward at that time either 

because they fell outside of the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan or due to lack of resources. 

 

However, the NWLDC Cabinet at its meeting on 20th September 2016 approved the 

allocation of £300,000 to one-off projects which supported the delivery of aspects of the 

emerging Ashby Neighbourhood Plan. It also approved the re-allocation of the £50,000 
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which had previously ear-marked by Cabinet on 10th February 2015 to support the free guest 

wi-fi in the town centre to the St. Helen’s churchyard improvements project. 

 

Of this £300,000 for the one-off projects, £100,000 was subsequently allocated to the 

Cultural & Leisure Quarter Project (see below) as the Town Council’s contribution. The 

Finance Committee of the Town Council has also agreed that the £34k section 106 

contribution from the Aldi development at Dent’s Road [09/00430/FULM] will be allocated 

to fund improvements to the public realm of the town centre.  

 

Cultural and Leisure Quarter. 

 

NWLDC Cabinet approved the purchase of the former health centre site off North Street and 

an initial budget for the demolition of the existing building and the construction of a new 

short stay car park. The purchase of the site also provided an opportunity to improve the 

street scene and public realm in the surrounding area.  

 

Due to a range of assets clustered in a relatively small area it was identified that the area 

could be branded as the “Cultural & Leisure Quarter” of the town. This would allow 

increased and joint promotion of all of the assets and provide the town with a new focal point 

for visitors and tourists. The aim of this part of the project is to provide an enhanced public 

realm which acts as a gateway to the Quarter. 

 

Work has now been completed for the provision of an additional net 52 car park spaces on 

the former health centre site. The gates which formed the entrance to the Hood Park car park 

have been relocated and a piece of public art has been commissioned to form a gateway to 

the Cultural & Leisure Quarter. The ‘Heart of the Forest’ landmark sculpture was unveiled 

on 19th March.  

 

The District has announced its partner – ‘Everyone Active’ – to take over responsibility for 

the management of the leisure centre which will be re-branded as ‘Ashby Leisure Centre and 

Lido’. It is understood that changes to the lay-out of the floor space of the leisure centre will 

take place after the summer holidays.  

 

Meetings have been held between a number of interested parties, including the Town 

Council, with regard to making more imaginative use of library/museum building on North 

Street as a possible community hub. Discussions are at a very early stage.  

 

Heritage Quarter. 

 

The Heritage Stakeholder Group concentrated its time on the open spaces within the town. It 

has undertaken an audit of these spaces and developed an action plan for enhancements to 

Hood Park, the town cemetery and the Loudoun Memorial. This work is on-going. 

 

It has also considered the signage around the town to identify where improvements can be 

made. An audit of the street signage was commissioned from Leicestershire County Council. 

The results of that audit were presented to stakeholders at the end of July 2018. Around 60 

signs were identified for removal immediately and a further 80 or so changed/amalgamated 

as part of a wider de-cluttering project. This work is on-going. 

 

Improvements in the brown tourism signage guiding potential visitors into the town are also 

being considered. Costed proposals are currently awaited from the County Council. 
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The Group has also identified an opportunity to provide better information at the two main 

District Council car parks on North Street and South Street and in the town. Options are also 

being considered for the ‘Welcome to Ashby’ signs on the seven entrances to the town. 

 

Business Quarter. 

 

The Business Stakeholder Group identified a number of potential improvements to the public 

realm of the town in and around Market Street. Following a recommendation from the 

Programme Board the Committee has agreed to establish a new sub-project to consider the 

following: 

• Replace or re-paint the street furniture – benches, bins, bike racks, finger posts, traffic 

bollards; 

• Legible Ashby – provide information points on North and South Street car parks and 

on Market Street; 

• “Paint the Town” (bollards, street signs and other street furniture); 

• Improve the frontage of the Royal Mail Sorting office; 

• Improve the area outside the public toilets on Derby Road; 

• Consider the installation of ‘street art’; 

• Replace the current notice boards with something more suitable; 

• Plant more trees/green the town centre; 

• Work with the National Forest Company to mark the National Forest Way as it passes 

through the town (including reviewing its three information boards within the town); 

• De-cluttering of the signage within the town centre including removal of commercial 

signage; 

• Consider installing a clock in a central location in the town centre. 

 

As part of the project, consultation will take place with interested parties. The budget 

available for these improvements is £34,000.00 which is held in an ear-marked reserve 

account by the Town Council. This is the Aldi food retail store erection section 106 

contribution (09/00430/FULM) which must be used for “town centre enhancements”. A 

further £2,773.70 is held by NWLDC. 

 

The Committee also agreed to some additional capacity to the Town Centre Manager to 

deliver the project. 

 

We have had made some early progress in the town promoting ‘Green Tourism’. A 

discussion has taken place with Seven Trent Water about the use of re-filling stations in 

Ashby to reduce the use of plastic bottles. Legion House has been the subject of a green audit 

and has been successful in obtaining a Bronze Award. It is recognised that a good deal more 

work is to be done in this area. 

 

The District Council has initiated a project to install free guest Town Centre wi-fi. It is 

understood that negotiations are still taking place with respect to the necessary consent and 

permissions from landlords for the access points on buildings and CCTV brackets. 

 

Marketing & Promotion. 

 

Following the successful launch of the new town brand in November 2017, The Ashby 

Project has been promoting the concept of ‘Brand Ambassadors’ to support local businesses, 

and to extend the reach of the brand. 
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A considerable number of retailers have come on board with the idea: Dean & Smedley, 

Zamani’s Restaurant, Goose, London & Harley, The Bull’s Head public house and others. 

The latest two businesses are ‘Sew Wardrobe’ and ‘Fair to All’. 

 

A successful application has been made to the Intellectual Property Office to protect the 

Ashby Brand. 

 

St. Helen’s churchyard project. 

 

St. Helen’s Church is one of the principal landmarks of the town. The churchyard is a major 

thoroughfare into and out of the town. A public footpath runs either side of the churchyard 

(defined on the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way in Leicestershire as path O94 and 

O93). With the expansion of the town and additional housing on Leicester Road the 

churchyard is increasingly a gateway to the town centre.  

 

At its meeting in June 2015 the Committee instigated a project to re-order the churchyard. 

The purpose of the project is that the churchyard area more adequately provides: 

 

• An appropriate setting for the Grade I listed Parish Church of St. Helen within the Ashby 

Conservation Area; 

• A place of peace and recreation for the local community and visitors; 

• An enduring and respectful memorial to the generations of Ashby people buried in the 

churchyard; 

• Support to the heritage project of the PCC to provide an educational setting and visitor 

attraction befitting the history of the site. 

 

The first phase of the project was the clearance of the churchyard including many of the trees 

which were crowding out the light. This work was completed in 2016. The up-lighting of the 

church bell tower was then installed and commissioned in 2017. The next phase involves 

remedial work to the footpaths, re-landscaping the grounds and the installation of heritage 

lighting within the churchyard. A faculty application has been submitted for this work and at 

the time of writing the outcome is awaited. 

 

Civic Award. 

 

The Town Council Civic Award was first presented in 1979 but lapsed in 2006. The Town 

Council decided to re-instate the Civic Award in 2011 to recognise those “who have given 

service of great benefit to the community” and is presented by the Town Council on behalf of 

the people of Ashby de la Zouch.  

 

Nominations are made by members of the public and the award is made by the Town 

Council.  

 

The recipient of the 2018 award is Mr Chris Tandy. Chris received three nominations for 

the award in recognition of the work he has done in support of the Ashby Neighbourhood 

Plan, the Rotary Club, Ashby History Society and the Civic Society. He has been a vocal 

critic against inappropriate developments and ill thought out schemes. He is a true Ashbian at 

heart and demonstrates this through his actions. Chris is a worthy winner of the 2018 Civic 

Award. The Town Council is pleased to be able to present the 2018 Civic Award to Chris at 

the Mayor’s Civic Dinner in April. 
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Lt. Col. Philip Bent VC, Honours and medals. 

 

The Committee was delighted to receive correspondence from the Headteacher of Ashby 

School in which he reported that the school had been successful in its funding bid for a new 

pavilion and that, consequently, the Governors had decided not to proceed with the sale of 

Lt.Col. Philip Bent’s VC, DSO and honours. 

 

It was with great sadness that the Committee received the news of the death of Mr Ian Fraser 

in December. Ian had been the Town Council’s Internal Auditor for many years and our 

thoughts are with Jean his wife and the Fraser family.  

 

(e) Events & Entertainment Committee. 

 

Councillor Mrs G. Hoult presented the Annual Report of the Events & Entertainment 

Committee for 2018/19. 

 

The Committee was delighted to note the appointment of Stuart Benson as Town Centre 

Manager. Stuart is on a fixed-term appointment to March 2020. His principle responsibilities 

will be the organisation of the Town Council’s events programme and co-ordination with the 

Town Centre Traders. This represents a real step forward for the town and the Committee 

looks forward to receiving regular progress reports from Stuart. 

 

Jim’s Tractor Run and Family Fun Day. 

 

The eighth of Jim’s vintage tractor runs took place at the end of July. Hundreds of people 

witnessed the tractors (and other vintage vehicles) parade through the centre of town, into 

Blackfordby and finish on the Bath Grounds. Here the vehicles were put on show and 

families were able to enjoy rides, stalls and music as part of the day. The fun dog show was 

very well attended despite the poor weather which plagued the day. 

 

Fake Festival. 

 

Ashby Fake Festival took place in June and has now become firmly established on the 

concert calendar in the Midlands. Around two thousand people enjoyed the music festival 

with no less than six tribute bands on offer: Pink, The Killers, Blondie, David Bowie, the Foo 

Fighters and the Rolling Stones. 

 

Ashby Food & Drink Festival. 

 

The Ashby Food & Drink Festival took place on the Bath Grounds over the Spring Bank 

Holiday weekend at the end of May. The weather was kind to us this year and as a result 

hundreds of people were able to sample the wide range of food and drinks which were on 

offer or simply enjoy the entertainment which was provided as a back drop to the event. 

 

Commonwealth Day. 

 

For the fifth time the Town Council marked Commonwealth Day on Monday 11th March 

2019 with a flag raising ceremony at the War Memorial. The Mayor, Leader of the Town 

Council and Town Councillors were joined by Curate Stewart Betts and a number of children 

from Ashby Church of England Primary School, Burton Road to mark the occasion.  

 

Christmas Lighting. 
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Once again in 2018 the Town Council made a provision of more than £10,000 to put towards 

a Christmas Festive Lighting scheme. This was the second year of the new format.  Some 

changes were implemented following the feedback received from last year. In particular, a 

natural tree replaced the artificial one in the centre of town.  Additional lights were also 

placed in the trees at the top and bottom of Market Street. In general terms the light scheme 

was well received.  

 

The Town Council has also continued with its responsibility for a tree and lights adjacent to 

The Old School House building on Main Street in Blackfordby. 

 

Christmas Market & Fair. 

 

The Town Council organised the Christmas Market & Fair, and associated entertainment, on 

Saturday 1st December 2018. Additionally, the market also opened for business on Sunday 

2nd December. This was the third time that the fair was run over the weekend rather than just 

the Saturday and the link with the Santa Fun Run on the same day seemed to work very well.  

 

Market Street and Brook Street were closed for the day.  Food Gusto provided a food and 

drink market and a programme of entertainment, organised by the Town Council, kept the 

crowds enthralled throughout the day. The event concluded with the usual snow cannon. The 

event was extremely well attended and it has become a firm favourite in the calendar each 

year. 

 

Santa Fun Run. 

 

Sunday 2nd December 2018 saw the annual Santa Run Fun set off from the Bath Grounds. 

Just short of 1,500 Santas ran or walked the 3km course around the town. Ashby Castle 

Rotary Club was delighted to give a big “thank you” to all who took part, sponsored and 

offered time and services to help make this event the huge success that it has become for 

both our town and community and the local charities that you help support each year. A 

fantastic £12,800.00 was raise for local charities by this year’s event 

 

The chosen charities were Hospice Hope, Staunton Harold Sailability Trust and 

Leicestershire Life Education who have each received £3,450.00. The rest will be going to 

other charities supported by Rotary. 

 

Remembrance Day Parade, Sunday 11th November. 

 

2018 marked the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War. Remembrance Day 

and Armistice Day also coincided. This was reflected in the number of people who attended 

the church services and the Act of Remembrance at the town’s War Memorial. It is estimated 

that between 3,500 and 4,000 people attended the wreath laying ceremony at the war 

memorial. 

 

In order to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the war an additional occasion was 

organised in the grounds of St. Helen’s church. A bugler sounded the ‘Last Post’ from the 

top of the bell tower, there was a poppy drop from the tower, a beacon was lit and a peal of 

bells rang out from the church. It was a very fitting and moving ceremony to mark this 

important point in our history. 

 

Ashby FABulous event. 
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The Committee noted the excellent work of the volunteers in putting on such a fantastic 

event for the town on Saturday 6th October 2018. This is a real landmark event for the town 

and something unique in this area.  

 

Ashby 20 Road Race. 

 

The Ashby 20 Road Race for 2018 was, unfortunately, cancelled due to snow and ice over 

the weekend of the race thanks to the ‘Beast from the East’. Although this was very 

disappointing for all concerned it was, by common assent, the right decision by the 

organisers. It would have been very dangerous for runners, spectators and stewards in the 

appalling conditions.  

 

For 2019, however, the contrast could not have been greater with beautiful spring weather 

gracing the occasion. More than 1,200 runners completed the course. The official charities 

which the race supported this year included Hospice Hope, Heartwize, Teenage Cancer Trust 

and Wishes for Kids.  

 

Vintage Vehicle Festival. 

 

The second vintage vehicle festival was held in the centre of the town on Bank Holiday 

Monday 27th August. The town was packed for the event. We look forward to a bigger and 

better event in 2019. 

 

Ashby ‘Inside Out’. 

 

This was a new event for 2018 to showcase those businesses which are often hidden away 

down the courtyards and ‘jitties’ off Market Street. The event was organised by local traders 

with the support of the Town Council. The official opening was performed by the 

appropriately named Marie Ashby from the TV programme Inside Out.  

 

There was a fusion of retail, demonstrations and live performances which created a bustling 

market place with many stalls, activities and a throng of people along the length of Coxon’s 

Mews. Added to this was a mix of good quality food and drink to create a real festival 

environment which brought the local community together through a celebration of the 

diversity and energy Ashby has to offer. 

 

Twinning Arrangements. 

 

On Saturday 9th June the Town Council was pleased to be able to host the Ashby and 

Pithiviers Twinning Associations to the biennial Civic Reception at Ivanhoe College. Around 

40 guests from France and their Ashby hosts attended the event which, we understand, was 

very well received. 

 

The Committee was also pleased to hear of a planned visit to the town from our “Sister City” 

Evans, Colorado. A scoping visit took place in November 2018 and preparations appear to be 

well under way for a party of around 25/30 to come to the town in November 2019. Visits to 

Ashby Castle, Museum and St. Helen’s Church are planned with a civic dinner/reception at 

the Lyric Rooms on Friday 8th November. We look forward to welcoming them to the town. 

 

42.  PRESENTATIONS. 

 



 

15 
 

The following presentations were made: 

 

(a) Ashby Town Centre Traders; 

 

Mr O’Shea, Chairman of the Ashby de la Zouch Town Centre Traders (ATCT) Committee, 

gave a brief presentation to the meeting.  

 

He reported that the ATCT has developed an excellent working relationship with the Town 

Council through the Town Centre Manager. He is very proud that the town received the 

award for the “Best Shopping Experience” at the Leicestershire Tourism Awards for 2018 

and the trophy is currently being circulated among the traders. He acknowledged that the 

town needed greater footfall and the fantastic events programme that the town has really 

helps to bring people into the town centre. 

 

Mr O’Shea explained how the idea for the forthcoming scooter rally on 6th July had been 

developed and thanked the Town Council for a grant towards the costs of running the event. 

 

(b) Ashby de la Zouch Museum; 

 

Mr Berry, on behalf of Ashby de la Zouch Museum, gave a brief presentation to the meeting. 

 

The Museum is now in its 38th year of existence. It is the main research museum in the area 

and probably in the County outside the city of Leicester. The museum has excellent 

engagement with young people and offers training and support for teachers at Ivanhoe 

College and its feeder schools.  

 

The museum’s latest project is the “local history café” with talks, activity, coffee and cake. 

Part of the aim is to combat social isolation and loneliness.  

 

Mr Berry acknowledged the financial support of the Town Council without which the 

museum could not continue in existence. 

 

(c) Ashby de la Zouch Arts Festival; 

 

Mrs M Jones, on behalf of Ashby de la Zouch Arts Festival, gave a brief presentation to the 

meeting. Mrs Royds and Mrs Lorriman were also in attendance. 

 

Mrs Jones reported that this years’ outdoor gallery contained 31 adult boards and 7 children’s 

boards. The art and photography exhibition at Ivanhoe College attracted 100+ paintings and 

50+ photographs. There was also music and dancing around the town. The window trail had 

been very successful and both the Spa and Rotary Gardens had been decorated to mark the 

occasion. Mrs Jones acknowledged the financial support of the Town Council in putting on 

the event. 

 

Mrs Jones also reported on the poppy trail in 2018 in the lead up to Remembrance Day 

which had raised £933 for the RBL. Looking ahead September 2019 marks the 800th 

anniversary of the Statutes Fair in the town and the Arts Festival Committee is considering 

options on how best to celebrate this landmark. 

 

Councillor Mrs Tuckey asked whether the change of date had impacted upon the success of 

this year’s festival. Mrs Jones replied that early indications seemed to be that the festival had 

work better over the May Day Bank Holiday weekend. 
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The Town Clerk reported he had been given to understand that Mrs Royds would be stepping 

down from the Arts Festival Committee after 10 years hard work in building up the success 

of the festival to its current level. Mrs Royds received the approbation of the meeting. 

 

(d) Blackfordby Old School Room. 

 

Mrs K. Moore, on behalf of the Committee of the Blackfordby Old School Room, gave a 

brief presentation to the meeting. Mr Moore was also in attendance.  

 

Mrs Moore explained that the Old School Room was formerly called the “Youth Club” or 

prior to that “The Institute”. The building has required a huge amount of work to bring it up 

to an acceptable standard for use by the public and in September 2018 it formally opened its 

doors.  

 

The community are really getting behind the project and the building is now being used by a 

variety of voluntary groups. The building is serving the village with a wide range of 

activities.  

 

Mrs Moore gratefully acknowledged the financial support of the Town Council in 

undertaking the necessary changes to the building to meet current standards. Further work is 

to be undertaken and the next phase will involve a Heritage Lottery Fund application. 

 

43.  MATTERS RAISED BY ELECTORS. 

 

The Chairman invited any members of the public who wished to do so to come forward and 

ask questions, make representations or undertake a presentation to the meeting. 

 

There were no issues raised. 

 

The Chairman thank all of those who had attended the meeting for their helpful and 

informative presentations. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.44pm and looked forward to working with the 

numerous voluntary and community groups who do such a fantastic job in the town. 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________            DATE __________________ 


