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 DRAFT – these minutes remain draft until approved by the next meeting of the Parks 

& Cemetery Committee. 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE OF 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT 

 THE OLD SCHOOL ROOM, MAIN STREET, BLACKFORDBY 

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 2nd MARCH 2020. 

 

 

450. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor R. Bayliss (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, J. G. Coxon, D.A. Harrison, Mrs G. Hoult, 

S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs R. Manning. 

 

Officer:  Jack Fargher, Town Clerk. 

 

Also present:                   Councillor Bigby. 

  

451.  APOLOGIES. 

 

There was one apology for absence: Councillor J. Deakin. 

 

This were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

452.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were 13 members of the public present. 

 

A member of public from the village of Blackfordby wished to take the opportunity to 

welcome the Parks & Cemetery Committee to the village and to thank the Town Council for 

looking after the open spaces within the village very well, particularly the Recreation 

Ground. He only had one concern, which was potential unauthorised vehicle access to the 

Recreation Ground since the concrete bollard was removed at the entrance from Well Lane. 

 

The Town Clerk replied that he would investigate the installation of a drop bollard on the 

site. 

 

Councillor Bigby wished to register his concerns about the possible siting of an electricity 

sub-station on Western Park. There are a number of local residents who have taken the 

trouble to attend the meeting this evening which is a reflection of the concerns raised by this 

proposal.  

 

Secondly, he raised the issue of climate change which was discussed at full Town Council. 

He understood that this was to be an agenda item at each Committee meeting so that relevant 

actions to that Committee could be discussed and acted upon. 

 

The Town Clerk replied that he was unaware of that discussion as he did not Clerk that 

meeting. Any issue with the minutes would need to be raised at the next full Town Council 

meeting. In the meantime, an agenda could be included at each Committee as appropriate. 
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A member of the public from the village of Blackfordby raised the issue of the three signs 

which were erected to try and prevent littering from passing vehicles. He said that these had 

been a great success in reducing littering. He would like the signs to be made permanent 

rather than temporary laminated ones.  

 

The Town Clerk replied that he would take this up with the District Council. 

 

A representative of the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds wished to acknowledge the positive 

action that has been taken to try and address the anti-social behaviour at the Cricket Club on 

the Bath Grounds with the installation of CCTV. 

 

She also noted the concerns raised by the group and local residents about the tyre marks on 

the grass over the winter had been addressed and no new marks had appeared recently.   

 

Three members of the public spoke against the possible siting of an electricity sub-station on 

Western Park. They raised concerns about the possible negative impact on health, the use of 

the park as a walk-trough for Ashby Willesley Primary School, the impact on the trees in that 

part of the park and the disruption which would be caused by the construction of the unit. 

 

453.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

454.  DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no applications for dispensations. 

 

455.  MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 25th 

November 2019 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

456.  ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to pay the accounts in the sum of £11,049.71 as shown attached. 

 

457. PROPOSED ELECTRICITY SUB-STATION AT WESTERN PARK. 

 

In view of the number of members of the public who attended the meeting for this agenda 

item the Chairman moved this business up the order paper. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council has received a proposal to site an electricity 

sub-station on Western Park on behalf of Western Power. He explained that the substation is 
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required a part of an electrical reinforcement.  The existing network is on limit due to recent 

connections being made and increased load requirements.  The existing substation in The 

Grange is not suitable for reinforcement based on the existing substation foot print. 

  

Western Power hope to be able to reinforce the network during this financial year. Western 

Power would be prepared to offer a one-off payment of £2000.00 for the freehold transfer of 

a 4m x4m parcel of land on which to site the housing. 

  

A discussion followed. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale said that Western Park is an important area of green space within 

the town. There is a restrictive covenant on the land which means it can only be used for 

recreational purposes. She was also concerned about the potential noise and health impact of 

having such a structure near to houses and where children are playing.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: unanimously, to reject the request and the offer from Western Power to site 

and electricity sub-station on Western Park. 

 

458.  LITTER PICKING. 

 

The Town Council had received a written report on the recent activities of the litter-picking 

champion Mr R. Gough.  

 

This was noted, with thanks, by the Town Council.  

 

459.  REPORT FROM ‘FRIENDS OF ASHBY BATH GROUNDS’. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a written report from ‘The Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’.  

 

The report was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

460.  GREEN FLAG APPLICATION. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he had submitted an application for the Green Flag Award for 

the Bath Grounds as previously directed by the Committee. A hard copy of the draft 

Management Plan is available from the Town Council office or electronically for members to 

view. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

461.  WORKS TO ROADWAY AT WESTERN PARK. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that this work has now been completed. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale questioned whether the path from the car park for Western Park to 

Packington Nook Lane could now be completed. The Town Clerk replied that if the Parks 
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Committee wished to add that project to the list of capital works for a future financial year 

then he would include it. The budget cost is around £10k. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale raised the issue of the cricket sight screens which are still on 

Western Park and represented a health & safety risk to users of the park. The Town Clerk 

replied that he had requested the removal of the screens by the cricket club on a number of 

occasions without success. He would happily do so again and report back to the Committee 

on progress.  

 

462. HOOD PARK PLAY AREA PROJECT. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that this project has been initiated. A Project Manager has been 

engaged and quotes have been requested for the first phase of the project. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

463. WILLESLEY CABIN REPLACEMENT UPDATE. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he had attended a site visit to Melton Mowbray to the preferred 

supplier. He is waiting for information from the Ashby Scouts in order to submit a planning 

application for the replacement community cabin. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

464. CHAPMANS MEADOWS UPDATE. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the Deputy Town Clerk had written to local residents as 

previously directed by the Town Council in a letter dated 10th December 2019 with a 

proposal to install a post and rail fence with hooped barriers to restrict vehicle access. 

 

A number of responses had been received to this letter including a further petition from a 

number of residents of Chapmans Meadows. The proposal from the Deputy Town Clerk has 

not been met with approval. The response dated 30th January 2020 also raised a number of 

other matters not directly connected with the original issue. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

A discussion followed.  

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale believed that a compromise should be able to be reached which 

allows access to the play area and the walk through but addresses some of the concerns of the 

residents of Chapmans Meadows. 

 

Councillor S.J. Hoult said that a spilt five bar gate would be more in keeping with the area 

and would allow pedestrian access, including those with push chairs, plus enabling the 

mower to get through to cover both areas. A post and rail fence could be installed at both 

sides.  

 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 
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RESOLVED: unanimously, to install a split five bar gate between the two estates to allow 

public and maintenance access to the sites and to erect a post and rail fence each side of the 

gates, and to repair the fence to the Coleorton Brook, to improve safety and reduce anti-social 

behaviour. 

 

465. PROPOSED ADOPTION OF LAND AT TRINITY CLOSE. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that this matter is in the hands of the Town Council’s solicitors. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.19pm. 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date……………………………. 

 

 


