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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE OF 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD BY ZOOM AT 6.30PM ON 

MONDAY 8th MARCH 2021. 

 

 

290.  PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor R. Bayliss (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, J. G. Coxon, J. Deakin, Mrs G. Hoult, S.J. 

Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs R. Manning. 

 

Officer:  Jack Fargher, Town Clerk. 

 

Also present:                   Councillor Bigby. 

  

291.  APOLOGIES. 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

Councillor D.A. Harrison was absent without an apology being offered. 

 

292.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were five members of the public present. 

 

There were no questions from those who were present. 

 

293.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillors Coxon declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 13, ‘Footpath on Prior 

Park Road Field’ and agenda item 15 ‘Support to Local Litter Picking Groups’ as an elected 

member of Leicestershire County Council. 

 

294.  DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no applications for dispensations. 

 

295.  MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Allman, seconded by Councillor Mrs R. Manning, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 30th 

November 2020 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

296.  PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Allman, 
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RESOLVED: to pay the accounts in the sum of £14,938.74 as shown attached. 

 

297.  LITTER PICKING. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he had received a report from the litter-picking champion, Mr 

R. Gough, that he (Mr. Gough) has not been able to undertake any litter-picking for some 

time.  

 

This was noted by the Town Council.  

 

298. ‘GREEN FLAG’ AWARD APPLICATION FOR ASHBY BATH GROUNDS. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the Bath Grounds site will be mystery shopped (unannounced 

inspection) for this year’s Green Flag Award application. This may take place at any time 

during the award period. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

299.  WORKS TO FOOTPATH AT WESTERN PARK. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the work to construct a footpath from the car park at Western 

Park to the footpath from Park Close will commence as soon as weather permits during the 

month of March. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

300.  HOOD PARK PLAY AREA IMPROVEMENT PROJECT. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the contract for phase 2 of the Hood Park Play Area project has 

been awarded to “Streetscape” for the construction of the outdoor fitness area and to “RTC” 

for the resurfacing work in the existing play area in accordance with the resolution of the 

Parks & Cemetery Committee on Monday 28th September 2020. 

 

Work on the outdoor fitness gym should begin on Monday 15th March 2021 for a period of 

around two weeks. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

301.  DOG CONTROL ORDERS. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the NWLDC Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) in relation 

to dog control across the district was due for review in early February 2021. These orders last 

for three years and the district council proposed to renew this order for a further three years. 

The Town Clerk has responded on behalf of the Town Council. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

302.  WILDFLOWER VERGES PROJECT. 
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The Town Clerk reported that a site visit took place with the County Council and Councillor 

Dr. B. Kneale on Thursday 14th January 2012. A site has been agreed and blue hearts have 

been erected on Lower Packington Road.  

 

The Chairman reported that there appeared to be a lack of clarity with respect to the agreed 

site for the wildflower verge project. The plan attached to the email dated 17th February 2021 

from the County Council is a bit confusing as seems to cover the whole of the area between 

Cambrian Way and the junction of Upper and Lower Packington Road. 

 

The Town Clerk said that he would check with the County Council. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

303.  FOOTPATH ON PRIOR PARK ROAD FIELD. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that when the decision was made to purchase Prior Park Road Field 

from Leicestershire County Council the question of whether to apply for the diversion of 

footpath O107 was deferred at that stage. Councillor Bigby has reminded the Town Clerk that 

this issue needs to be resolved. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the process to divert a Public Right of Way goes through two 

periods of Consultation, Preliminary Consultation and full Public Consultation where notices 

are posted on site and in the local newspaper. At both points people can object to the 

proposed Order, if they are sustained the application must be passed to the Secretary of State 

for determination.  

  

The cost of the diversion is approximately £2,000.00 (£1,250.00 + approx. £800.00 

advertising). This is currently payable at the end of the process.  

 

The Town Council is invited to decide whether to make an application to divert footpath 

number O107 where it crosses Prior Park Road Field so that it follows the edge of the field 

rather than crossing it diagonally from the Prior Park Road gate (the diverted route is shown 

between points C to D to B on the plan provided to members). 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, 

 

RESOLVED: to make an application to Leicestershire County Council to divert footpath 

number O107 where it crosses Prior Park Road Field so that it follows the edge of the field 

rather than crossing it diagonally from the Prior Park Road gate. 

 

304. WESTERN PARK CAR PARKING. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale reported that she is concerned about inconsiderate car parking on 

Western Park. She is worried that with an uncontrolled mixture of pedestrians and cars 

inevitably there will be an accident for which the Town Council will hold some liability.  

 

It is her view that this parking is unsafe and a breach of the Town Council’s Park Bylaws 

which state that parking should not take place on planted areas and that users of the park 

should not obstruct other users. Councillor Dr. B. Kneale had supplied a number of 

photographs to the members of the Committee which demonstrate that users of the park are 
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parking on our newly designated pedestrian way, along the grassy verges and outside the gate 

to the children's playpark. In addition, it is damaging the green verges.  

 

While she is fully supportive of sport being played on our parks, she believes that any club 

who has been issued with a licence should respect the public environment and other park 

users. Councillor Dr. B. Kneale would like to propose a motion, seconded by Councillor 

Bayliss, that: 

 

1. A formal letter is written to these clubs outlining the Town Council’s park byelaws, 

the problems that are occurring and asking for their cooperation and compliance. 

2. The pedestrian way is marked as such - this could be done when the second part of the 

walkway is completed this year. 

3. "No Parking" signs are displayed along the driveway and playpark area. 

4.  ATC review the terms and conditions of the Town Council’s park use/ sports club 

licences before re-issue this year.  

A discussion followed which centred on the potential liability of the Town Council in the 

event of an accident in the area of the entrance drive and car park. It was agreed to defer 

discussion on point 4 above until the Parks & Cemetery Committee in June when there will 

be an agenda item on the issue of licences for the new football season 2021/22. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED: that, 

1. A formal letter is written to these clubs outlining the Town Council’s park byelaws, 

the problems that are occurring, and asking for their cooperation and compliance; 

2. The pedestrian way is marked as such - this could be done when the second part of the 

walkway is completed this year; 

3. "No Parking" signs are displayed along the driveway and playpark area. 

 

305. SUPPORT TO LOCAL LITTER-PICKING GROUPS. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that Leicestershire County Council is supporting local litter picking 

groups - often called wombles - by pledging to help them access the equipment they need. 

Across Leicestershire, there are hundreds of groups who collect litter from Leicestershire 

streets, parks, verges and other public spaces.  

Now, practical support is being offered through a new fund which will supply these groups 

with road signs and hi-vis jackets to help keep them safe, and extra-long litter pickers to 

reach under bushes and hedgerows.  

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

Councillor Coxon suggested that it may possible for the Town Council to hold a supply of 

equipment at Legion House for distribution to local litter-picking volunteers under this 
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scheme. The Town Clerk replied that he would check with the County Council whether this 

would be possible. 

 

306. DRAFT ENVIRONMENT POLICY. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that this issue had previously been discussed at the Parks & 

Cemetery Committee meeting on Monday 30th November 2020. He had been directed to 

develop an Environment Plan as per section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities (NERC) Act 2006 which states that… “every public body must, in exercising 

its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, 

to the purpose of conserving biodiversity”. This policy should encompass the actions 

identified in the environmental review and other elements relevant to biodiversity protection. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he has drafted a policy and this was presented to the Town 

Council for consideration and adoption. He wished to thank Councillor Dr. B. Kneale for her 

contribution to the draft policy and for her constructive comments on the document. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: to adopt, unamended, the Environment Policy as drafted by the Town Clerk. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.05pm. 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date……………………………. 

 

 


