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 DRAFT – these minutes remain draft until approved by the next meeting of the Parks 

& Cemetery Committee. 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE OF 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICES, WHITWICK 

ROAD, COALVILLE LE67 3FJ AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 21st JUNE 2021. 

 

 

31.  PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor R. Bayliss (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, D. Bigby, J. G. Coxon, Mrs G. 

Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs R. Manning. 

 

Officer:  Jack Fargher, Town Clerk. 

  

32.  APOLOGIES. 

 

There was one apology for absence: Councillor J. Deakin. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

Councillor A. Ioannou-Nikou was absent without an apology being offered. 

 

33.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were four members of the public present. 

 

The Chairman of Ashby Civic Society reported that, other than Ashby Bath Grounds which 

has a sign installed by the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds, none of the other parks or open 

spaces within the town have a sign erected to indicate the name of the park or any other 

information associated with its use.  

 

The Chairman reported that Hood Park has an information panel installed close to the leisure 

centre which explains the history of the park. Interpretation panels have also been erected at 

the Loudoun Memorial and in the town cemetery. He thanked Mr Ward for the suggestion 

and indicated that this is an idea that the Committee may wish to consider for the future. 

 

The Chairman of the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds reported that a member of the public 

had been metal detecting on the Bath Grounds. He had allegedly found a number of items. Mr 

Everitt wished to know the policy of the Town Council to this issue and what it was going to 

do about it. 

 

The Town Clerk replied that the gentlemen in question, having had the error of his ways 

pointed out to him, had sought and subsequently received, permission from the Town Clerk 

to metal detect on the Bath Grounds. As part of the permission re-instatement of the surface 

is always insisted upon. The permission is not time limited. However, it is the experience of 

the Town Clerk that nothing of any consequence is found and the metal detectorist quickly 
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moves on. Only two such applications had been received in the last 10 years, one of which 

was for the Prior Park Road Field. 

 

Mrs Birch on behalf of the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds reported that she had received a 

request from one of Ashby’s Rotary Clubs to plant 4,000 blue crocus bulbs along the Bath 

Grounds side of the wildflower walk – just in front of the avenue of trees at the prior park 

gate end, between the two new benches, as part of their ongoing Polio campaign. 
 

The Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds are very happy to help coordinate and assist in the bulb 

planting in September/October this year. The Rotary Club wants to involve some local school 

children as well. Part of their proposal, however, is to lay out the bulbs to read the word 

‘polio.’ 

 

The Friends Committee have suggested that it would prefer the planting to be more 

naturalistic to blend in with the vision of the wildlife walk rather than a formal lettering 

arrangement. Rotary can then put up a small temporary sign while the crocuses are in bloom 

in February to explain the planting to the general public. 

 

Obviously, this project would also need the consent of the Town Council. The Chairman 

thanked Mrs. Birch and noted that this item would be covered at agenda item 8. 

 

34.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Bigby declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 8, Report from ‘Friends of 

Ashby Bath Grounds’, agenda item 9, ‘Terms of Reference for the Bath Grounds Advisory 

Group’, agenda item 11, ‘Review of the Terms & Conditions of the Licence for the Use of 

Parks and Sports Club Licence’, agenda item 12, ‘Pitch & Pavilion Allocations for the 

Football Season 2021/22’ and agenda item 13 ‘Review of Fees and Charges’, as a member of 

the Committee of the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’. 

 

Councillor Coxon declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 15, ‘Local Authorities 

Treescapes Fund’ and agenda item 17, ‘Proposed Diversion of Public Footpath O107’, as an 

elected member of Leicestershire County Council. 

 

35.  DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no applications for dispensations. 

 

36.  MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 8th March 

2021 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

37.  PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 
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RESOLVED: to pay the accounts in the sum of £34,052.00 as shown attached. 

 

38.  LITTER-PICKING. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he had received a report, which had been circulated to 

members, from the litter-picking champion, Mr R. Gough. Mr. Gough has not been able to 

undertake any litter-picking for some time.  

 

This was received noted by the Town Council.  

 

39.  REPORT FROM THE ‘FRIENDS OF ASHBY BATH GROUNDS’. 

 

(a) The Town Clerk presented a written report from ‘The Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

Councillor Bigby reported that there are a number of items which have been highlighted in 

the written report from the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’ which are long-standing issues 

and appear not have been dealt with such as glass around the South Street entrance, grass 

control on the heritage path edges, and plant growth, glass and cigarette ends underneath the 

benches at the South Street entrance to the grounds. 

 

Councillor Bigby also pointed out the request from the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’ for 

tree replacements along the Wildlife Walk and for some additional stump grinding in the 

same area. 

 

The Town Clerk replied that the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’ appear to have developed 

a positive relationship with the Deputy Town Clerk and they are meeting with her on a 

regular basis to discuss the operational issues that Councillor Bigby has helpfully highlighted 

to the meeting [Clerk’s note: there is a further meeting arranged for Friday 2nd July 2021]. 

The Town Clerk indicated that he was happy for these matters to be left to the ‘Friends’ and 

the Deputy Town Clerk to deal with. 

 

The Town Clerk acknowledged the need for additional tree planting along the Wildlife Walk. 

He suggested that this can be picked up as part of the ‘Local Authorities Treescape Fund’ 

(agenda item 15). He will ask the Deputy Town Clerk to give a work instruction on the stump 

grinding which is required, following the meeting on 2nd July. 

 

(b) The Town Clerk presented a request from a member of a local Rotary club via the 

‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’ to plant 4,000 blue crocus bulbs along the side of the 

Wildlife Walk on the Bath Grounds. This matter had been raised during the Public 

Participation Session of the meeting. 

 

The Town Clerk indicated that he preferred the more naturalistic approach of the ‘Friends of 

Ashby Bath Grounds’ to the planting rather than spelling out the word ‘polio’.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Bigby, seconded by Councillor Jones, 
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RESOLVED: to permit the planting of 4,000 crocus bulbs along the Bath Grounds side of 

the Wildlife Walk just in front of the avenue of trees at the Prior Park Road gate end between 

the two new benches as part of the Rotary Club’s ongoing campaign to eradicate polio. The 

bulbs are to be planted in a naturalistic way. 

 

40. TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE BATH GROUNDS ADVISORY GROUP. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a draft Terms of Reference for the Bath Grounds Advisory Group. 

He explained that this is one of the action points from the Green Flag application process. He 

did not pretend that the draft was the definitive version but is an opportunity to get the group 

off the ground. 

 

The Town Clerk has suggested in the draft that Councillor Ball (the Vice Committee’s Vice-

Chairman) should be the Chairman of the Group with the Deputy Town Clerk acting as the 

Vice Chairman. The suggested membership of the Committee is as drafted. Other members 

can be added, ad hoc, to the meetings as necessary, such as the Town Centre Manager, for 

example for events information. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bigby, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the establishment of the Bath Grounds Advisory Group on the 

Terms of Reference as drafted by the Town Clerk. 

 

41.  FEEDBACK REGARDING HOOD PARK PLAY HUB. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council has received feedback from two local 

residents on Ash Tree Road which abuts Hood Park play hub. An exchange of e-mails is 

included in the pack for members. A further email which was received on 17th June and, 

therefore, too late for the agenda packs had been circulated to members at the meeting. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

A discussion followed. The Town Clerk reported that that the issues surrounding the use of 

the park are not new (except with the noise associated with the use of the basketball hoop) 

and there has been police and District Council involvement at different points over the last 

few years. A multi-agency approach is preferred as the Town Council does not possess the 

power to enforce. 

 

The Chairman expressed his sympathy with local residents on this matter. Some of the 

problems are intractable and are inherent with a large play hub such as Hood Park. However, 

that is not to say that the Town Council should not take reasonable steps to work alongside 

local residents to try and ameliorate the situation. 

 

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would provide a written report to the next meeting of the 

Parks & Cemetery Committee. 
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42.  REVIEW OF THE TERMS & CONDITIONS OF THE LICENCE FOR THE USE 

OF PARKS AND SPORTS CLUB LICENCE. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the standard licence which is used for events on Town Council 

owned land for review and re-adoption. 

 

Councillor Bigby pointed out that the version of the licence in the pack for members appears 

to be an out-of-date copy. The latest version of the licence for the use of the Bath Grounds 

(part), for example, includes a paragraph on noise abatement and one covering site security. 

 

The Town Clerk agreed that it appeared to be an old version of the licence. He apologised for 

the error. He undertook to investigate and report back to the next meeting of the Committee. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the standard licence which is used for pavilion and pitch hire on 

Town Council owned land for review and re-adoption. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale suggested that the standard licence should make cross-reference to 

the Town Council’s bye-laws. 

 

The Town Clerk undertook to re-draft the licence to include a cross-reference to the Town 

Council’s “Byelaws for Pleasure Grounds, Public Walks and Open Spaces” dated 27th 

February 2012. He would report back to the next meeting of the Committee. 

 

43.  PITCH & PAVILION ALLOCATIONS FOR THE FOOTBALL SEASON 2021/22. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a matrix of applications which have been received to date for a 

licence for the hire of sports pitches and pavilions for the football season 2021/22. He 

reported that with the expansion of the number of football clubs in the town, and the number 

of teams within those clubs, there is increasing pressure on the pitches that are available for 

use. There is also a demand for more, and improved, facilities to support those pitches.  

 

All of this puts more pressure on the administration of the Town Council and the grounds 

maintenance team which should not be underestimated. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the requests for licences for pitch and pavilion bookings 

for the football season 2021/22.  

 

RESOLVED: to delegate to the Town Clerk the responsibility for allocating the pitch and 

pavilion applications for licences for the football season 2021/22. 

 

44.  REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES 2021. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a draft schedule of revised fees and charges for, firstly, Ashby 

Cemetery and, secondly, for sports pitches and pavilions for the football season 2021/22. 

 

Councillor Bigby asked how the revised figures are calculated. The Town Clerk replied that 



 

6 
 

he uses the Consumer Prices Index averaged over the previous 12 months as the basis for the 

calculation. In the case of the cemetery fees and charges, he also benchmarks the Town 

Council against those charged by the District Council for the cemeteries that it manages to try 

and ensure that the Town Council is roughly in-line. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the revised fees and charges for Ashby Cemetery with immediate 

effect. 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the revised fees and charges for the use of the Town Council’s 

pitches and pavilions for the football season 2021/22. 

 

45.  FEEDBACK FROM PARISH NATURE NETWORK MEETING. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale provided a written report to the Committee following the first 

meeting of the Parish Nature Network on 17th March, as follows: 

 

“As a representative of Ashby Town Council, I attended the first meeting of the 

Leicestershire Parish Network group. The meeting was well attended from areas all over 

Leicester and our terms of reference were agreed. I thought I would bring some key points to 

your attention which may be areas that we, as a Council, would like to promote, we are 

already signed up to or would like to be involved.  

 

1. Tree Wardens – currently there are no tree wardens in Ashby. Tree wardens are 

appointed by the Town Council who then sends a letter to LCC to inform of their 

appointed Tree Warden. Any information and newsletters, training course details etc 

is then sent direct to the tree warden to their home address or preferably their email 

address. A Parish can have more than one tree warden. We are responsible for 

activities the tree warden. I have attached an information leaflet with more 

information.  

 

2. Parish Carbon Calculator – Nottingham City Council has developed a tool for 

Parishes to work out their carbon footprint.  

https://www.energyservices-ncc.co.uk/insights/parish-carbon-calculator 

 

3. Wildlife Assessment – Firstly, as we now have an approved wildlife Blue Verge 

(Lower Packington Road) there will be an assessment in June this year to see what, if 

anything is starting to grow. In addition, there is a stream of work on “Red List 

Nature” which are species which are under threat e.g. hedgehogs 

 

4. Wildlife and the Law – there will be some education on the current legislation and 

what responsibilities various stakeholders have e.g. hedgerow cutting, developers 

 

5. School Orchards project – this is now closed for this year but it expected to run 

again for next year. Local schools can apply for up to 5 fruit trees for their grounds. 

 

6. Swift Mapping – this is in conjunction with RSPB and involves monitoring swift 

nests and the promotion of Swift boxes.” 

 

https://www.energyservices-ncc.co.uk/insights/parish-carbon-calculator
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The report was received and noted by the Town Council.  

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale also invited the Committee to consider a proposal from the Inner 

Wheel of £200.00 donation towards a “Blue Verge Scheme” initiative. Councillor Dr. B. 

Kneale had discussed this with the Town Clerk and he had indicated that the donation could 

be held in an ear-marked reserve account until a suitable scheme or site is identified. An area 

of Western Park, which could involve the children from Willesley Primary School, is under 

active consideration.  

 

This was noted and approved by the Town Council. It was also agreed that the Town Clerk 

would write a letter of thanks to the Inner Wheel. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale also wished to promote the concept of a Tree Warden for the town 

(as mentioned in her feedback report from the Parish Nature Network meeting). The 

information on the role of the Tree Warden from Leicestershire County Council was 

appended to Councillor Dr. B. Kneale’s written report to the Town Council. 

 

The role of Tree Warden was approved in principle by the Town Council. It was agreed that 

the Town Centre Manager would promote the role through social media. The editor of 

‘Ashby Nub News’ was invited to provide information to members of the public in order to 

seek a volunteer to take on the role. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale also raised the issue of the creation of a wildlife website for the 

parish. This would be provided and funded by NatureSpot.  

 
NatureSpot is a Leicestershire educational charity that helps the public to learn about and 

identify local wildlife and encourages community participation in its web-based wildlife 

recording and mapping tool for Leicestershire. Its award-winning website can be found at 

www.naturespot.org.uk. It is working with many Leicestershire and Rutland parish councils 

to set up dedicated wildlife web pages for their parish and it would be delighted if the Town 

Council would like to participate.  

 

Since its launch in February 2011, NatureSpot has created an online reference library that 

showcases over 7,000 different Leicestershire wildlife species, all illustrated with photos 

taken in Leicestershire and Rutland by the local community, providing a unique learning 

guide to local nature. So far, over 350,000 individual records have been submitted by people 

interested in wildlife within the county, with over 2,000 recorders and 100,000 unique 

visitors to the website per month. The records provide an important dataset that can feed into 

Neighbourhood Plans and/or support the protection of key sites. 

 

The creation of a wildlife website was approved in principle by the Committee. It was agreed 

that the Town Clerk would contact the organiser of NatureSpot with a view to creating an 

Ashby parish page on the website. 

 

46.  LOCAL AUTHORITIES TREESCAPES FUND. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the government has just opened the ‘Treescapes’ grant funding 

for County and unitary Local Authorities to apply for on behalf of a wider partnership of 

Parish Councils, District Councils and other organisations. 

 

http://www.naturespot.org.uk/
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The Town Clerk has registered an interest, on behalf of the Town Council, with 

Leicestershire County Council in taking part in the scheme.  

In brief -  

 

- Fund will cover 100% of capital funding (e.g. trees, planting materials, aftercare and 

maintenance for 3 years); 

- Successful applicants will get 50% of funding released in July 2021 to cover tree 

stock, plant materials…etc; 

- The remainder of funding will be approved for release following review and interim 

reports, with money for aftercare handed out on an annual basis; 

- Applicant is responsible for ensuring delivery of the scheme as they signed the 

memorandum of understanding. Failures from groups within an umbrella bid would 

be the responsibility of the lead applicant (e.g. the county council); 

- Trees MUST be planted during the 2021/22 planting season; 

- Successful applicants should consider securing a confirmed source of nursery supply. 

 

The Treescapes fund could be considered for: 

- Trees in the verge (urban and rural); 

- Community orchards; 

- Trees on schools and other properties; 

- Trees on parks, greenspaces or other areas of public access; 

- Trees within hedgerows or in and around agricultural land; 

- Basically, anything which is not in a woodland. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

47.  ADULT FITNESS FACILITES IN BLACKFORDBY. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council had received a request for adult fitness 

facilities in the village of Blackfordby.  

 

Councillor Mrs R Manning had provided some photographs to members of two possible sites 

within the village for the siting of adult fitness equipment. A brief discussion ensued. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs R Manning, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to agree in principle to the installation of adult fitness equipment on the 

Recreation Ground in Blackfordby, subject to suitable sufficient funding being made 

available to do so. 

 

48.  PROPOSED DIVERSION OF PUBLIC FOOTPATH O107. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he had submitted the application for the possible diversion of 

public footpath O107 where it crosses Prior Park Road Field as previously directed by this 

Committee.  

 

A positive response to the application has been received from Leicestershire County Council 

as it would appear to have no objections to the proposed diversion. However, any diversion 
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will be conditional on the following works being completed to the satisfaction of the County 

Council: 

 

1. The alternative route for Public Footpath O107 should have a width of 3 metres and be 

kept free from obstruction.  

 

2. The surface of the Footpath should be levelled at points ‘A’ and ‘B’ on the attached 

Works Plan.  

 

3. Waymark posts to be installed at points ‘C’, ‘D’ and ‘E’ on the attached Works Plan. 

These will be installed by Leicestershire County Council and the Town Council will be 

charged accordingly.  

 

4. Fingerpost sign to be installed at point ‘F’ on the Works Plan. This will be installed by 

Leicestershire County Council and the Town Council will be charged accordingly. 

 

The approximate cost of the work to be undertaken will be £500.00. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the schedule of works to be undertaken by Leicestershire County 

Council and the approximate cost of £500.00 to waymark the proposed diversion of public 

footpath O107 where it crosses Prior Park Road Field. 

 

Councillor Bigby requested that the Town Clerk invites the County Council to include the 

words “To the Castle” on the fingerpost to be installed at point ‘F’ on the plan attached to the 

e-mail from the County Council dated 26th May 2021. The Town Clerk confirmed that he 

would request this addition inscription from the County Council.       

 

49.  REQUEST TO INSTALL MEMORIAL BENCH. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that Councillor Ball has requested the installation of a VE Day 

Memorial bench within the War Memorial Garden on Brook Street.  

 

Councillor Ball stated that the pandemic enforced cancellation of the town’s planned VE Day 

event last year, and although many individual commemorations will have taken place in back 

gardens around the town, he felt a lasting memorial in the town would be appropriate, and he 

would like to suggest that the Town Council install a commemorative bench within the 

town's memorial garden. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the cost of purchase and installation of the bench would be in 

the order of £1,000.00. He also confirmed that the Royal British Legion would be consulted. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: to install a VE Day Memorial Bench in the town’s War Memorial Garden.  
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50.  CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAMME 2021/22.  

 

The Town Clerk reported that the capital works programme for the financial year 2021/22 

consists of the following list of works (the budget is £16k):  

(a) replacement of damage garage/storage unit at Ashby de la Zouch Cemetery - £7k; 

(b) work associated with diversion of public footpath O107 – approximate cost £500.00 

as per minute number 48; 

(c) resurface car park at Willesley Recreation Ground (subject to replacement of the 

community cabin in the financial year) - £8k. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Bigby, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the capital works programme for the financial year 2021/22 as 

follows: 

(a) replacement of damage garage/storage unit at Ashby de la Zouch Cemetery - £7k; 

(b) work associated with diversion of public footpath O107 – approximate cost £500.00, 

as per minute number 48; 

(c) resurface car park at Willesley Recreation Ground (subject to replacement of the 

community cabin in the financial year) - £8k; and, 

(d) to include the installation of a VE Day memorial bench in the War Memorial Garden, 

as per minute number 49, in the order of £1k. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.27pm. 

 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date……………………………. 

 

 


