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 DRAFT – these minutes remain draft until approved by the next meeting of the Parks 

& Cemetery Committee. 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE OF 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ  

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2021. 

 

 

144. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor R. Bayliss (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, D. Bigby, J. G. Coxon, J. Deakin, 

Mrs G. Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs R. 

Manning. 

 

Officer:  Jack Fargher, Town Clerk. 

  

145. PRESENTATION. 

 

Mr Fern was unable to attend the meeting to receive a presentation from the Chairman to 

recognise 20 years’ service to the Town Council and the community that it serves. His 

presentation was postponed to a later date. 

 

146. APOLOGIES. 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

Councillor A. Ioannou-Nikou was absent without an apology being offered. 

 

147. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were eight members of the public present and one member of the public observing the 

meeting by Zoom. 

 

Mr Frank Bedford, on behalf of the Willesley Environmental Protection Association (WEPA) 

wished to confirm the maintenance regime for the wildflower verge which the Town Council 

has taken responsibility for on Lower Packington Road. He indicated that WEPA would be 

bringing forward an application for Bristol Avenue and other schemes. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale replied that the grass will be cut within the next few weeks to about 

10cms in height. The cuttings will then be left for a week before being collected. No planting 

of packet seeds will take place as the plan is to allow any wildflowers to germinate for the 

next growing season. 

 

Mr Bedford then raised the issue of the vegetation in the kerbs at the side of the roads. There 

seems to be some confusion as to whether the District Council or the County Council is 

taking responsibility and there is a need for better co-ordination between the two councils. 
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Mr Ian Webb on behalf of the residents of Churchill Close explained that the residents are 

building a strong sense of community. As part of these efforts, he enquired whether the Town 

Council were able to spare any flower bulbs or tree whips which it could donate to the 

residents. 

 

The Town Clerk confirmed that it would be possible for a number of bulbs and tree whips to 

be provided to residents of Churchill Close for them to plant.  

 

A member of the public wished to draw the Committee’s attention to the overgrown state of 

the vegetation in and around the Gilwiskaw Brook and also alongside the public pathway 

which runs through Hood Park. 

 

Mr Ken Ward on behalf of Ashby Civic Society agreed with this. He stated that he had 

attended a presentation some time ago at Hood Park Leisure Centre (as it then was) by a 

gentleman from the Trent Rivers Trust (TRT). The presentation indicated that work would be 

done to improve the Brook and display boards erected along its banks. He suggested that the 

Town Council may wish to contact this gentleman with a view to re-engaging the services of 

the TRT. 

 

Mrs Betty Vos indicated to the Committee that work is being undertaken elsewhere on the 

bank of the River Mease with different methods of clearance. She also stated that grants are 

available for this work as set out in the latest edition of “Leicestershire Matters” by the 

Leader of the County Council. Mrs Vos said that the Town Council should give a lead to a 

number of willing volunteers to make Hood Park an attractive destination as part of the 

tourist offer for the town. 

 

The Chairman thanked all of the members of the public for their very helpful views on the 

Gilwiskaw Brook. The Committee would discuss and debate this matter at agenda item 13 

later in the meeting. The members of the public are welcome to stay in the Council Chamber 

for that item. 

 

148. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Bigby declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 9, ‘Bath Grounds 

Advisory Group’, as a member of the Committee of the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’. 

 

Councillor Bayliss declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 10, ‘Hood Park Anti-

Social Behaviour’ and agenda item 13, ‘Gilwiskaw Brook Complaints’, as a member of the 

Rotary Club of Ashby. 

 

149. DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no applications for dispensations. 

 

150. MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 21st June 

2021 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 
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151. PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to pay the accounts in the sum of £36,892.76 as shown attached. 

 

152. LITTER-PICKING. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that Mr R. Gough has not been able to undertake any litter-picking 

for some time.  

 

This was received noted by the Town Council.  

 

153. BATH GROUNDS ADVISORY GROUP. 

 

Councillor Ball, in his capacity as the Chairman of the Bath Grounds Advisory Committee, 

presented the first set of minutes of the Group following the meeting which was held on 

Wednesday 1st September 2021.  

 

He reported that it was a positive first meeting with a good turn-out. A walk around the 

grounds took place and a number of helpful suggestions for improvements had been made. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

Councillor Bigby reported that there are a number of items which have been highlighted in 

the minutes of the Advisory Group at paragraph 4 as follows: 

 

a. Clearing vegetation by the far side of the cricket pitch; 

b. Potential footpath on the far side of the cricket pitch thus creating a complete 

footpath around the perimeter of the grounds; 

c. Large bush to be removed on the way up to the wild flower walk; 

d. Several tree stumps need grinding down (a couple of these are sprouting leaves); 

e. Weedkiller on heritage walk as grass is growing into the footpath; 

f. Lighting around the back near the bowling club; 

g. Maggie’s bench bin is loose; 

h. Fence by the Japanese knotweed needs repairing; 

i. CCTV for the whole of the park, 

which are long-standing issues and appear not have been dealt with. He hoped that the 

Deputy Town Clerk would implement these operational issues at the earliest possible 

opportunity. 

 

Councillor Ball suggested that the flagpole is erected between the two lampposts near the 

Royal Hotel as this would mean the flag and pole could be viewed from any position within 

the grounds.  This location had been agreed unanimously by the rest of the group.  
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On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: to erect a flagpole between the two lampposts near the Royal Hotel as this 

would mean the flag and pole could be viewed from any position within the grounds. 

 

154. HOOD PARK ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR. 

 

The Town Clerk reminded members that the Parks & Cemetery Committee at its meeting on 

Monday 21st June 2021 had requested a written report on the problems associated with anti-

social behaviour on Hood Park. His report was presented to the Town Council. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

A discussion followed.  

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale expressed some surprise and disappointment that the IMPACT 

referral from August 2020 had been rejected. The Town Clerk suggested that local residents 

should be encouraged to call 101 to report incidences of anti-social behaviour on the park to 

ensure that they are formally recorded by the police. This will help build a case for a future 

referral.  

 

Councillor Bigby suggested that it may be possible to harness the work of the volunteers 

through a similar group to that which has been established for the Bath Grounds. The 

Chairman agreed and he wished to discuss this further at agenda item 13 ‘Gilwiskaw Brook 

Complaints’. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, 

 

RESOLVED: to accept the recommendations in the written report from the Town Clerk 

dated 25th August 2021 with respect to attempting to address the problem of anti-social 

behaviour on Hood Park as follows: 

 

• to work with the local police, the operators of Ashby Leisure Centre and Lido, the 

County Council and the District Council in order to take a multi-agency approach to 

the problem of anti-social behaviour on Hood Park; 

• to press the District Council to follow through on its promise for an education 

campaign on littering (and anti-social behaviour more generally) now that the schools 

are back; 

• to work with NWLDC and the police to improve signage in and around the park; 

• to arrange appropriate screening on the Ash Tree Road side of the Gilwiskaw Brook; 

• to request a further visit of the District Council’s CCTV van; 

• to press for a further IMPACT referral from the Leicestershire County Council’s 

Youth & Justice team. 

 

155. UNAUTHORISED TRAVELLER INCURSIONS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a written report to the Committee on the unauthorised traveller 

incursion of around 15 caravans and associated vehicles which took place on the afternoon of 

Sunday 25th July 2021 on Westfields Recreation Ground and subsequently on Western Park 

from Thursday 29th July to Monday 2nd August. 
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Councillor Dr. B. Kneale thanked the Town Council for its prompt action in resolving the 

incursions as quickly as the law allowed and for the work that it has already taken at Western 

Park to try and prevent it happening again. 

 

Councillor Bigby noted the Town Clerk, in his report has stated that: “The most effective 

method of combating unauthorised camping is to provide sites in accessible locations for 

those gypsies and travellers who pass through the area. This may not be limited to official 

residential and transit sites; it might also include particular locations which have been 

identified in the district where gypsies and travellers can stop for limited and agreed short 

periods of time, without having any adverse impact on the settled community.” 

 

Councillor Bigby agreed with this statement and noted that there are no transit sites within 

North West Leicestershire. The location of such sites should be agreed as part of the review 

of the Local Plan by the District Council. 

 

It was agreed that the Town Council would write to the District Council to add its weight to 

this discussion and to press for a transit site to be implemented for North West Leicestershire. 

 

Councillor Deakin stated the Money Hill development included a number of areas of open 

space which could be vulnerable to traveller incursion if not properly protected.  

 

He suggested, and it was agreed, that the Town Council would write to the District Council to 

suggest that planning policy guidance should include measures to be implemented by 

developers to try and prevent unauthorised traveller incursions and these should be included 

as part of the planning conditions on new developments.  

 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Mrs R. Manning, 

 

RESOLVED: to accept the recommendations in the written report from the Town Clerk 

dated 20th August 2021 with respect to the site-specific actions to try and prevent a recurrence 

of the unauthorised traveller incursions as follows: 

 

Westfields Recreation Ground: 

• field gates from Abbey Drive and Highfields Close – ensure gates cannot be lifted off 

their hinges. 

 

Western Park: 

• it was noted that action has already been taken to install bollards at Park Close 

entrance and replace 16m of post and rail fence which was in a poor condition; 

• Packing Nook Lane knee-bar to be replaced or repaired;  

• additional post to block entrance at Park Close;  

• ensure gates cannot be lifted off hinges;  

• replace rotting tree stump with bollard;  

• install height barrier at Avenue Road entrance gate. 

 

Willesley Recreation Ground: 

• ensure gate cannot be lifted off its hinges;  

• replace missing bollard; 
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• consider long-term replacement of all concrete bollards. 

 

Ashby Bath Grounds: 

• Prior Park Road entrance – replace wooden fence either side of field gate to roadway 

and ensure gate cannot be lifted off its hinges; 

• consider long-term replacement for wooden bollards at cricket club car park and 

South Street entrance; 

• footpath field gate - ensure gate cannot be lifted off hinges. 

 

Prior Park Road Field: 

• ensure gates cannot be lifted off their hinges. 

 

Hood Park: 

• it is considered there are too many access points with multiple ownership to be able to 

achieve a reasonable degree of security. 

 

Blackfordby Main Street: 

• install bollard where bin has been removed or replace bin;  

• install post and rail fence along boundary with South Close;  

• replace damaged fence at Strawberry Lane end of field. 

 

156. APPOINTMENT OF TREE WARDEN. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that a volunteer has come forward to be a tree warden for the parish 

– Becky Friar.  

 

This was received and noted with thanks by the Committee. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale recommended that Ms Friar should be afforded access to any 

suitable training to help her carry out her new role as the tree warden. The Town Clerk 

confirmed that the Town Council office will explore training opportunities for Becky.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, seconded by Councillor Mrs R. Manning, 

 

RESOLVED: to appoint Becky Friar as the tree warden for the parish of Ashby de la Zouch 

with immediate effect. 

 

157. GILWISKAW BROOK COMPLAINTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a number of complaints from members of the public regarding the 

state of the Gilwiskaw Brook and its immediate surroundings.  

The Chairman referred to his comments under agenda item 10 regarding anti-social behaviour 

on Hood Park. It may be that a volunteer group could be established, in the same way that it 

has for Ashby Bath Grounds, in order to get the best from Hood Park. He acknowledged that 

a great deal of work has already been carried out both by volunteers and by the Town 

Council’s grounds maintenance team.  

 

He requested that a written report is presented to a subsequent meeting of the Parks & 

Cemetery Committee which covers the maintenance issues of the Gilwiskaw Brook 

specifically, and Hood Park more generally. The Chairman’s ambition is that he would like to 
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see a Green Flag Award application being made for the park at some point in the future.  

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale suggested an agenda item on the next meeting to enable her to 

provide feedback to the Committee from the Parish Nature Network meeting which is being 

held on Wednesday 6th October 2021. 

 

158. ANNUAL REVIEW OF CEMETERY REGULATIONS. 

 

The Chairman suggested that the four policy documents presented by the Town Clerk for 

their annual review should be moved en bloc unless any member had any comments to make. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale asked whether the wildflower verges which have been ‘adopted’ (or 

will be ‘adopted’) by the Town Council ought to be included under Schedule 1 “Grounds to 

which the byelaws apply generally” of the Town Council’s Byelaws for Pleasure Grounds, 

Public Walks and Open Spaces. 

 

The Town Clerk undertook to check with Leicestershire County Council whether it is 

possible to add the wildflower verge project land to the list of areas which are covered by the 

Town Council’s byelaws. 

 

159. ANNUAL REVIEW OF MEMORIAL TESTING POLICY. 

 

160. ANNUAL REVIEW OF BYE-LAWS. 

 

161. ANNUAL REVIEW OF TREE MAINTENANCE POLICY. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to re-adopt, unamended, the following policy documents: 

 

• the Town Council’s Cemetery Regulations; 

• the Memorial Testing Policy; 

•   the Town Council’s Bye-laws for Pleasure Grounds, Public Walks and Open Spaces; 

• the Tree Maintenance Policy. 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.28pm. 

 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date……………………………. 

 

 


