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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE OF 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD BY ZOOM AT 6.30PM ON 

MONDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2020. 

 

 

149.  PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor R. Bayliss (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, J. G. Coxon, J. Deakin, D.A. Harrison, Mrs 

G. Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs R. 

Manning. 

 

Officer:  Jack Fargher, Town Clerk. 

 

Also present:                   Councillor Bigby. 

  

150.  APOLOGIES. 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

151.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were eight members of the public present. 

 

The Chairman of the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’ read out a prepared statement as 

follows: 

“Having heard the good news, the Friends committee were disappointed at not being 

informed of, or invited to, the Green Flag Field Assessment, and not being provided with a 

copy of the report and recommendations. We understand that some of the recommendations 

listed in the Green Flag report had already been carried out by the Friends, or included 

work in progress, but we were not given the opportunity to respond to these at the time of the 

Field Assessment. 

We understand that The Green Flag assessor was also disappointed that no-one from the 

FOABG was present at the Field Assessment visit. 

The Parks and Cemeteries Committee may not be aware but the Friends submitted 

substantial information on the projects, initiatives and ongoing work carried out by its 

volunteers over the last 6 years which was incorporated into the Green Flag application and 

which provided significant weight to many of the requirements to achieve the Green Flag 

award 

The Green Flag Desk Assessment, Field Assessment and the Town Council Action Plan 

Report 2020 – 2025, attached to today’s agenda, which I am sure will have been studied 

carefully by all P&C Committee members, clearly outlines the significant contribution the 

Friends have made over the last 6 years to fulfil the criteria to achieve Green Flag status for 

the Bath Grounds and the Town.  

We were delighted to receive such a positive endorsement of our efforts from the Green Flag 

Assessor which for a community group like ours is very encouraging. Moving forward, we 
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are extremely excited about the future of the Bath Grounds and we are looking forward to 

continuing our work in collaboration with the Town Council.  

We welcome the Town Council Action Report 2025 particularly sections 27, 28, 29, 30 and 

35 and look forward to the establishment of a Bath Grounds Committee to include the Bowls 

club, cricket club, the friends of Ashby Bath Grounds and both the Town and District 

Councils.” 

A Committee member of the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’ read out a prepared statement 

as follows: 

“On behalf of the Committee, it’s members and the many followers of the Friends of Ashby 

Bath Grounds, I would like to offer our congratulations to the Town Council in achieving the 

Green Flag Award for the Bath Grounds. We are delighted that the time and effort put in by 

the Friends volunteers working closely with the Town Council over the past six years has 

been recognised by the Green Flag and we look forward to continuing our close working 

relationship with the Town Clerks department to build on this success for the benefit of our 

community. 

In this spirit, we would invite all of our Town Councillors to consider joining the Friends of 

Ashby Bath Grounds to offer further support and encouragement”. 

 

He also wished to comment upon the proposal for a wildflower verge on Lower Packington 

Road. He explained that any proposed site should not compromise pedestrian safety or 

highway users. His view is that the site which is the subject of the application is regularly 

used by pedestrians and would create a hazard for road users as they exit from Cambrian Way 

onto Lower Packington Road.  

 

A member of the public from the ‘Love Ashby Anti-Littering Group’ wanted to know what 

progress has been made by the Town Council on this issue since the last meeting. The Town 

Clerk explained that anti-littering is a substantive item on the agenda for this meeting. 

 

152.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillors Coxon and Harrison declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 12, 

‘Biodiversity Initiatives: Wildflower Verges’ as an elected member of Leicestershire County 

Council. 

 

153.  DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no applications for dispensations. 

 

154.  MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 28th 

September 2020 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

155.  PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment. 
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On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to pay the accounts in the sum of £39,222.62 as shown attached. 

 

156.  LITTER PICKING. 

 

The Town Council had received a written report on the recent activities of the litter-picking 

champion Mr R. Gough.  

 

This was noted, with thanks, by the Town Council.  

 

157.  CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE ‘FRIENDS OF ASHBY BATH GROUNDS’. 

 

The Town Clerk presented correspondence with the ‘The Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’ 

following the request made at the Parks & Cemetery Committee meeting on Monday 28th 

September for copies of the minutes of its committee meetings, a list of committee members 

and their positions /roles within the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds. 

 

The correspondence was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

158. ‘GREEN FLAG’ AWARD FOR ASHBY BATH GROUNDS. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that following the judging site visit which took place on Friday 4th 

September 2020 and the submission of the draft management plan for Ashby Bath Grounds, 

the Town Council has been successful in its application for the Green Flag award. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a written report on the Green Flag Award Scheme by way of 

update and invited the Committee to approve the priorities from the Action Plan to be 

included in the forward work programme for the Parks & Cemetery Committee for the 

financial year 2021/22. 

 

Councillor Bayliss suggested amending the following sentence from the report to read as 

follows: 

“To have been successful is another fantastic achievement for the town and testament to all of 

the hard work put in over the last few years by the Town Council’s grounds maintenance 

team and many volunteers, in particular the members of the Friends of Ashby Bath 

Grounds.” 

 

This was agreed by the meeting. 

 

The following bullet point was discussed: 

 

• To promote a community mural being painted in the tunnel under the railway line (the 

‘Cattle Arch’) to brighten up the entrance to the park from Mendip Close. It might be 

that Network Rail could be persuaded to contribute to the cost of undertaking this 

project; 
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Councillors Coxon, Harrison and Allman all agreed that it would be better to leave the Cattle 

Arch tunnel in its natural state rather than paint it with a mural. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Harrison, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the following initial activities from the action plan: 

  

• To install a notice board at one of the entrances to the grounds to keep passers-by and 

visitors informed of upcoming events and of the activities of the Friends of Ashby 

Bath Grounds. Also, to erect a flagpole to display the green flag; 

 

• To commission a flora/fauna and wildlife report to, firstly, determine what is already 

on the site to provide a baseline for future management; and, secondly, to inform what 

the Town Council can reasonably do to improve the bio-diversity of the grounds. In 

addition, to undertake a tree inspection report with proposals for additional planting 

(if appropriate); 

 

• To develop an improved website presence with the development of a specific area on 

the Town Council dedicated to the Bath Grounds and Green Flag. Such information to 

include the history of the site, the Green Flag Award, organising events, volunteering, 

the running of the park, ecology of the site, heritage boards, photographs, location and 

archive information; 

 

• To establish a Bath Grounds Advisory Group to include the Bowls Club, Cricket 

Club, the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds, the Town Centre Manager, the local police, 

the District Council and Town Councillors. The group would carry out an advisory 

role in making recommendations to the main decision-making body, the Town 

Council Parks & Cemetery Committee. The Advisory Group would be responsible for 

ensuring that maintenance schedules are in place and that the park is providing what 

people want. It would also take the lead in representing community views and 

developing the grounds further. The Group could also encourage people to hold 

community events on the park, such as concerts, celebrations etc; 

 

• To develop a comprehensive management system for grounds maintenance with 

information in terms of the day to day / weekly / monthly / annual management of the 

grounds with a more effective action plan showing time-scales with a timetable in 

place for inspections and deadlines on repairs. 
 

The Town Clerk was directed to explore any grant funding opportunities to offset the 

expenditure on the proposed flora/fauna and wildlife survey report. 

 

159.  CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAMME. 

 

The Town Clerk invited members to consider items to be included in the schedule of 

potential forward works for the current financial year. He reminded the Committee that the 

allocated budget for 2020/21 for Capital Works is £16,000.00. 

 

Options may include extending the footpath from Western Park car park to Packington Nook 

Lane (£14.5k) and contingency for the removal of the redundant unit at Willesley Recreation 

Ground. Other options to be considered include replacement of the garage at the cemetery 
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(£6.5k), extending the car park at Western Park (£26k), resurfacing the car park at Willesley 

Recreation Ground (£7.5k).  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: to extend the footpath from Western Park car park to Packington Nook Lane 

and replace the garage at the cemetery. 

 

160.  ANTI-LITTERING ISSUES. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that this issue had been discussed at the Parks & Cemetery 

Committee meeting on Monday 28th September 2020. He had been directed by the meeting to 

do the following: 

 

• draft a clear Town Council policy statement about littering in accordance with the 

Environmental Protection Act 1990 and the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment 

Act 2005; 

• ascertain from North West Leicestershire District Council the prospect of an 

education programme in the schools about the social impact of littering; 

• discuss with NWLDC how the campaign could be enforced with fines where 

appropriate. 

 

As directed, the Town Clerk reported that he had drafted an anti-littering policy statement 

and this was before the Committee for approval. As to the other matters, the response from 

the District Council is as follows: 

 

• NWLDC does not have a specific policy on litter but uses the legislation; 

• Unfortunately, the district council does not have any signs for littering. The district 

council put up signs last year for the ‘don’t litter from cars’ campaign, e.g. at the 

traffic lights at Tesco in Ashby, but don’t have any litter signs as such; 

• The District Council is looking at educational campaigns for next year and this will be 

a district wide campaign, including Ashby de la Zouch. It is difficult to carry out a 

campaign this year with the pandemic and it would have to be a virtual campaign at 

the moment as it has been difficult to get a response from schools this year 

understandably, and visiting schools is difficult in the current crisis; 

• The Environmental Protection team from the District Council carried out some work 

last year around Hood Park but didn’t find a serious problem with littering at that 

time.  It seems that this has changed this year, unfortunately;  

• The District Council does not issue fines to anyone under the age of 18 and it seems 

that the problem is being caused by young people under this age. 

 

The report from the Town Clerk was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the draft anti-littering policy statement and to await the district-

wide educational campaign as promised. 

 

161.  BIODIVERSITY ISSUE: WILDFLOWER VERGES. 
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Councillor Dr. B. Kneale provided a report back to the Committee as follows: 

 
“In October, I represented ATC on the LCC Biodiversity course which was attended by 

between 15-20 Leicestershire Parish/Town councils. I would like to share with you some 

information from this course. Follow up actions include setting up a Parish Council 

Biodiversity Network so that we can share ideas and good practices in order to develop 

Local Environmental plans aimed at the protection of biodiversity. 

 

Biodiversity refers to the variety of living organisms in our ecosystem and is vital for natural 

sustainability of all life forms including humans. It is a fine balance dictated by our 

relationship with nature as a result of our actions.  

 

We are now considered to be in the age of extinction and none of the Global targets set for 

2020 have been achieved. According to the living planet report 2020 since 1970 the average 

wildlife population has declined by 70%. More Locally Did you know that hedgehogs mainly 

urban and practically extinct in the wild?  

 

In the UK, councils have a Biodiversity Duty under Natural Environmental and Rural 

Communities Act 2006 and in September 2020 even the Prime Minister committed to protect 

30% of the UK’s land by 2030 for wildlife. 

 

Climate Change and Biodiversity go hand in hand It has been estimated that we only have 10 

years left to make a meaningful change. Unfortunately, my motion last year for a Climate 

Change Emergency declaration which included many actions relevant to Biodiversity was not 

supported but fortunately as a consequence of this an environmental review was conducted 

by the deputy town clerk.  

 

This review was to be circulated to all committees and the various actions were to be 

considered. The review included a diverse range of actions from the use of equipment to 

council vehicles to policy decisions. It was agreed that a “climate change initiative “should 

be included at each meeting. For some reason, the CCI has been removed?  

 

As a council we have a duty to consider biodiversity, and in my view, we should lead by 

example. There has been a lack of follow up of the 2019 environmental Review 2019 and we 

need to now grasp the nettle and develop an ATC Environmental policy which supports all 

the diverse actions needed including such things as green energy, land Management, wildlife 

friendly terrain, use of pesticides, mature Tree protection hedgerow management, verges, bat 

and bird boxes, ponds, and planning issues such as 10% biodiversity net gain in planning 

applications. 

 

There is some capital funding of up to £500 per year available to Town Councils in the form 

of the new SHIRE Environment Grant scheme provides funding for a range of community 

projects in relation to waste prevention, recycling, reuse, repair, energy efficiency, 

biodiversity, air quality and climate change. And we have joined the blue verges scheme. 

 

We need to have joined up thinking and direction which encompasses all elements of 

Biodiversity and therefore I would like to propose the following motion.  

 

Motion: That ATC should develop an Environment plan as per section 40 of the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 which states that… “every public 
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body must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper 

exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity”. This policy should 

encompass the actions identified in the environmental review and other elements relevant to 

Biodiversity protection.” 

 

The report was received and noted by the Committee, with thanks. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, seconded by Councillor Harrison, 

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council will develop an Environment Plan as per section 40 of 

the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 which states that… 

“every public body must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with 

the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity”. This policy 

should encompass the actions identified in the environmental review and other elements 

relevant to biodiversity protection. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale also wished to answer the points raised during the public 

participation session regarding the proposal for a wildflower verge on Lower Packington 

Road. Any such proposal would only be considered by Leicestershire County Council if it 

meets a number of criteria, one of which is highway and public safety. Another is that the 

proposed site does not obstruct junction sight lines.  

 

She has chosen the proposed site specifically because it satisfies these criteria. A virtual 

meeting is being held with the County Council on Thursday 10th December 2020 to discuss 

the matter. No doubt, further information should be available following that meeting. 

 

162.  DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2021/22. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a draft budget for consideration by the Committee. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Mrs R. Manning, 

 

RESOLVED: to recommend to the full Town Council approval of the budget for the Parks 

& Cemetery Committee for the financial year 2021/22 as drafted. 

 

163. WILLESLEY COMMUNITY CABIN REPLACEMENT UPDATE. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that planning permission has been granted by the Local Planning 

Authority for the replacement community facility on Willesley Recreation Ground. He 

wished to thank the Deputy Town Clerk for her hard work in getting this over the line. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the draft Memorandum of Understanding between the Town 

Council and the 4th Ashby Scouts was now nearly ready for signature. There may be one or 

two final minor amendments to be made but, subject to those, the Town Clerk sought 

delegated authority from the Town Council to sign the agreement. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Harrison, 
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RESOLVED: to delegate to the Town Clerk the responsibility to sign-off the draft 

Memorandum of Understanding between the Town Council and the 4th Ashby Scouts subject 

to any final minor amendments. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.16pm. 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date……………………………. 

 

 


