
 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE OF ASHBY de la ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE 

COUNCIL CHAMBER AT LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY de la 

ZOUCH, LEICESTERSHIRE LE65 1BQ AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 6th SEPTEMBER 

2021. 

 

 

 

96. PRESENT.  

 

Members: Councillor S.J. Hoult (Chairman) 

Councillors: J. Deakin (Vice Chairman), G. Allman, M. Ball, D. 

Bigby, J. Coxon, D. Harrison, D.J.G. Jones, Mrs R. Manning and Mrs 

M. Tuckey. 

 

Observing: Councillors: Mrs G. Hoult. 

 

Officers:                         Mel Mitchell – Deputy Town Clerk. 

 

       

97. ‘IN MEMORIAM’ – ERIC AVINS. 

 

A one minute’s silence was held in memory of Eric Avins, former Mayor (1999 – 2000) and 

Town Councillor of Ashby de la Zouch, who passed away suddenly on 28th August 2021. 

 

98. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

 

There were two apologies for absence: Councillor Dr. B. Kneale and Councillor R. Bayliss.   

 

These were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

99. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were five members of the public present at Legion House and two members of the public 

observing via ‘Zoom’. 

 

A member of public asked who was responsible for the garden area within the new car park 

on North Street, where the doctor’s surgery was situated.  The Chairman confirmed that this 

was the responsibility of the District Council. 

 

The Chairman of Willesley Environment Protection Association read out the following 

statement; 

 

“The Willesley Environment Protection Association was set up in 2015 with the aim to protect 

and advance the character and appearance of the attractive local countryside, promoted at 

the time by a planning application for a residential development on land between Willesley 

Gardens and Hicks Lodge, outside the limits to development. 

 

That development, despite being recommended for approval by the Planning Authority’s 

officers, was objected to by WEPA and the Town Council, refused by the District’s Planning 

Committee, and refused on appeal. 



 

 

 

WEPA’s aims are to oppose unsustainable and intrusive development in the Willesley area, 

and not simply because it’s in the vicinity of existence residents, but to protect and enhance 

the natural and historic environment and its recreational and amenity value, and also to 

establish safe and convenient public access into the adjacent National Forest open access 

areas. 

 

Of the current approximately 170 members, 59 come from other parts of the town and a further 

10 come from surrounding villages and Burton Upon Trent, all appreciating the area, its 

wildlife and its facilities, and wishing to protect it. 

 

In regard to the provision of road signs, although not mentioned in our report, it does occur 

to me personally that consideration could be given to the signs reading Historic thankful 

village of Willesley, being of the ‘brown tourism signs’ format, as adopted for the wording on 

the signs for Ashby, depicting the Loudoun Memorial. 

 

The report endeavours to make clear that WEPA wishes to see and support the protection of 

not only the Willesley area but other similar areas within the Ashby Parish that are also of 

considerable benefit to the town and the local and wider community.  This applies in particular 

to areas lying on and near the line of the National Forest Way, passing through the town, at 

the very heart of the National Forest, an information board for which is currently erected on 

the sensory garden at the top end of Market Street.” 

 

A member of WEPA and Wildlife Trust volunteer added that the ‘Thankful Village’ signs were 

originally his idea, explaining that other historical sites are well signed posted but Willesley 

was not.  He added that there are several attractions within the Willesley area including Hicks 

Lodge, the scout camp and Willesley Wood which was the first wood planted as part of the 

National Forest.  Willesley Wood also contained a memorial site for the British Legion.  He 

commented that Willesley has a history that dates back to Saxon times. 

 

These comments, relating to Agenda Item 10, were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

A member of the public and member of Ashby Civic Society read out the following questions: 

 

“ACS & ATC are both concerned about the Air Quality in & around Ashby Town and 

NWLDC's failure to take any meaningful measurements. To this end ATC commissioned a town 

survey by an accredited Air Quality Consultant last year. However, this has been a Covid Year 

& not typical of actual Town Air Quality, and as such the survey should have been postponed 

till a suitable time.  

 

Did this happen? 

If the survey actually took place, can we ask? 

Who was the Consultant & what accreditation do they hold? 

What type of monitors were used? 

Where & how were the monitors set up? Any pictures? 

What frequency of test was planned? 

What are the actual results to date? 

What is the forward plan & report?” 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk explained that the air quality survey was delayed due to the Covid 19 

pandemic.  It started in September 2020 after lockdown had ended.  

 



 

 

Monthly surveying has continued ever since with August 2021 being the last month of 

surveying.  The consultants should be collecting the last tubes at the beginning of September 

for analysis.  They will then need to wait for the results and for the District Council to provide 

the monthly data for the co-location, so that they can undertake bias adjustments to the results.   

 

M-EC Consulting Development Engineers have been carrying out the surveying and have vast 

experience in Air Quality work including appearing at public inquiries.  

 

The monitors used were Nitrogen Dioxide Diffusion Tubes. 

 

The monitors are set up at the bottom of Market Street, Nottingham Road near Ashby School, 

Tesco/Aldi junction interchange, Leicester Road (by the former cottage hospital), Ulleswater 

Crescent, Derby Road near the junction for Elford St and Burton Road and a Co-location which 

is on Broomleys Road, Coalville. She added that the Town Council does have photographs of 

all locations. 

 

The tubes were collected every month for 12 months in order to get a yearly average and would 

take into account different weather patterns and transport movement based on these. 

 

The results to date do not show any exceedances, however they have not been biased adjusted, 

so the final figures might be different whilst the final month has been collected and analysed.  

 

Once the data has been analysed by M-EC they will provide a report showing the results of the 

monitoring, whether or not exceedances occurred and if there are any results that seem 

abnormal, etc.  

 

A member of the public stated that there was an accurate measuring instrument at the 

Broomleys Road location but this had been decommissioned.  He added that measurements 

are not been taken for particle matter as DEFRA says these measurements don’t need to be 

taken but he believed these measurements should be taken on the grounds of public safety. 

 

Reverend Jackie Goaten from Ashby Methodist Church addressed the Committee, explaining 

that the Methodists were going to hold a worship on the bumper cars at the Ashby Statutes on 

Sunday Morning at 10:30am and all of attendees of the Committee Meeting and Members of 

the Council were welcome to come along. 

 

100. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Bigby declared a non-pecuniary interest in: 

 

• agenda Item 10, ‘Willesley Environment Protection Association (WEPA)’; (Annex 5) 

as a member of WEPA; 

• agenda Item 11, ‘Notice of Making – The District of North West Leicestershire (Off-

Street Parking Places) Order 2021’; (Annex 6), and  

• agenda Item 15, ‘Ashby Statutes Fair 2021 – Courtesy Notice to Residents and 

Businesses regarding Traffic Arrangements’; (Annex 10), as an elected member of  

North West Leicestershire District Council.  

 

Councillor Coxon declared a non-pecuniary interest in: 

 

• agenda Items 12, 13 and 14, ‘Temporary Traffic Regulation Order’; (Annexes 7, 8 and 

9) as an elected member of Leicestershire County Council; 



 

 

• agenda Item 7, ‘Planning Applications’; (Annex 2, application 6 – 21/01062/FULM – 

Whitegate Stables, Coleorton Lane, Packington - Change of use of land to residential 

caravan site for gypsies including the stationing of 12 mobile homes, provision of 

access drive, parking spaces including for 12 touring caravans and bin stores, and 

retention/installation of hard surfacing and fencing) as a resident. 

 

101. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensation. 

 

102. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS. 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk explained that, using delegated powers, she had raised a change in 

response to planning application 21/01052/FUL 12-14 Market Street, Ashby de la Zouch 

following discussions with the Chairman of the Planning and Transportation Committee and 

the Leader of the Town Council, and further clarification from the Planning Authority.   The 

Town Council now objects to this application on grounds of highway issues – The planning 

application intends to lose 17 car parking spaces.  The new grocery store will produce 

additional traffic so, at the very least, the current car parking spaces should be maintained.  

Ideally, the amount of car parking spaces should be increased. 

 

The Deputy Clerk added that during the summer, using delegated powers and following 

discussions with the Chairman of the Planning and Transportation Committee and the Leader 

of the Council, she had raised one other planning objection.  This was for Planning Application 

21/00471/REMM - Land Off Lountside Ashby De La Zouch - Erection of a road related 

storage, maintenance and management facility and associated site works (reserved matters to 

outline planning permission ref. 17/01081/OUTM).  This was on the grounds of: 

 

• the planned development not being in compliance with the current Local Plan Policy 

T4b as it is not a road related services facility.  Service facilities are defined as petrol 

filling stations and restaurants including rest facilities. This development is for a 

storage, maintenance and management facility; 

• within the emerging Local Plan this area is designated as open countryside, not as 

employment land; 

• the Town Council also has concerns with regards to potential pollution from aggregate 

storage.  It is likely to cause issues for residents who live nearby as well as local 

businesses which could have a health impact from the inhalation of dust as well as 

fumes from lorries.  This potential issue really does need to be examined further.  The 

Town Council suggests this is actioned through an environmental impact assessment. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Allman, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 5th July 2021 

be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

 

103. PLANNING APPLICATIONS.        

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Jones, 



 

 

 

RESOLVED: that the planning applications from the Local Planning Authority are received 

and replies to consultations made as shown attached. 

 

104. PLANNING DECISIONS. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Harrison, seconded by Councillor Manning, 

 

RESOLVED: that the planning decisions from the Local Planning Authority as shown 

attached are received. 

 

105. PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented the accounts for approval of payment by the Committee in 

the sum of £56,975.51 and £49,248.40, retrospectively, and accounts in the sum of £5,002.67.   

 

Councillors Jones asked for clarification on the expenditure transaction for lampposts at Bath 

Grounds and whether this work had been completed for the ‘Proms in the Park’ event.  The 

Deputy Clerk explained that all the lampposts from the South Street entrance to the cricket 

club had been painted. She added that this work had been completed following 

recommendations from the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds and was not connected with the 

‘Proms in the Park’ event in any way.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Tuckey, 

 

RESOLVED:  accounts in the sum of £56,975.51 and £49,248.40, retrospectively, and 

accounts in the sum of £5,002.67 be approved for payment as shown attached. 

  

106. WILLESLEY ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (WEPA).  

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented additional information provided by WEPA and a request to 

approve the motion: 

 

‘Ashby Town Council supports the Willesley Environment Protection Association’s project to 

raise funds for and install: 

• Road signs to mark the boundaries of the Historic Willesley Thankful Village, and 

• A tourist information board to include details of the Thankful Village, Historical 

Information relating to the Ancient Parish of Willesley and information for visitors on 

the recreational opportunities in the Willesley area. 

The Town Council will also make reference to the need to protect the countryside around 

Willesley and other such areas around Ashby, lying at the very Heart of the National Forest, 

against inappropriate development, in order to protect and allow enhancement of biodiversity 

and the many recreational opportunities that exist for people's health and wellbeing and the 

promotion of the town and tourism, in its response to the next Public Consultation on the 

Revision to the Local Plan.’ 

 

Councillor Deakin stated that he still had concerns and it was not the job of the Town Council 

to clarify whether Willesley is a separate settlement.  He added that there were no groups of 

dwellings in Willesley, it was open countryside. 

 



 

 

Councillor Harrison expressed similar concerns and added that the Town Council must make 

sure WEPA are not trying to make a separate settlement. 

 

Councillor Ball commented that the proposed motion wasn’t about whether Willesley is a 

separate settlement and that he didn’t see any problems with the proposal. 

 

Further discussion ensued. 

  

On the motion of Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Ball; 

 

RESOLVED: to support the Willesley Environment Protection Association’s project to raise 

funds for and install: 

• Road signs to mark the boundaries of the Historic Willesley Thankful Village, and 

• A tourist information board to include details of the Thankful Village, Historical 

Information relating to the Ancient Parish of Willesley and information for visitors on 

the recreational opportunities in the Willesley area. 

The Town Council will also make reference to the need to protect the countryside around 

Willesley and other such areas around Ashby, lying at the very Heart of the National Forest, 

against inappropriate development, in order to protect and allow enhancement of biodiversity 

and the many recreational opportunities that exist for people's health and wellbeing and the 

promotion of the town and tourism, in its response to the next Public Consultation on the 

Revision to the Local Plan. 

 

107. NOTICE OF MAKING – THE DISTRICT OF NORTH WEST 

LEICESTERSHIRE (OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2021.  

   

 

The Deputy Town Clerk provided details of ‘The District of North West Leicestershire (Off-

Street Parking Places Order)’ which came into effect on 9th August 2021. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

108. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented details of a temporary traffic regulation order for A511 

Ashby Bypass, Ashby de la Zouch. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

109. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER. 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented details of a temporary traffic regulation order for Corkscrew 

Lane, Coleorton. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

 

110. TEMPORARY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER.  

 



 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented details of a temporary traffic regulation order for Footpath 

P12, Blackfordby. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

111. ASHBY STATUTES FAIR 2021 – COURTESY NOTICE TO RESIDENTS AND 

BUSINESSES REGARDING TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS. 

 

The Deputy Clerk presented details of a courtesy notice to residents and businesses regarding 

the traffic arrangements to be put in place for the Ashby Statutes Fair including road closure, 

no waiting, one way traffic and delivery arrangements. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7:53pm   

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________           DATE  ________    

 

  



 

 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS – 6th September 2021 
 

No. App. No. Address Nature of application Remarks 

1 21/01006/FUL 
17 Philip Bent 
Road, Ashby de 
la Zouch 

Loft conversion with dormer windows Decision required before committee meeting so 
not discussed 

2 21/01500/VCU 
Former Bluebell 
Inn, Main Street, 
Blackfordby 

Variation of conditions 2 and 14 of planning 
application 20/01982/VCU to alter design details 
and minor layout changes No objection 

3 21/01507/PNA 
Ashby Road 
Barn, Ashby 
Road, Packington 

Prior approval notification for change of use of 
an agricultural building to form one dwelling 

No objection 

4 21/01494/FUL 
Glenavon, Prior 
Park Lane, Ashby 
de la Zouch 

Erection of a single-storey garage 

No objection 

5 21/01542/FUL 
54 Wood Street, 
Ashby de la 
Zouch 

Variation of conditions 2 and 4 of 19/02250/FUL 
to allow for alterations to the approved design 
and for the retention of the existing garage No objection 



 

 

6 21/01062/FULM 

Whitegate 
Stables, 
Coleorton Lane, 
Packington 

Change of use of land to residential caravan site 
for gypsies including the stationing of 12 mobile 
homes, provision of access drive, parking spaces 
including for 12 touring caravans and bin stores, 
and retention/installation of hard surfacing and 
fencing 

Object - • Exiting local plan – the land is outside 
the limits to development.  Sites for gypsies and 
travellers will be supported when in accordance 
with (i) to (vi) of policy S3 - Countryside, and 
policy H7 – Provision of Gypsies and Travellers 
and Travelling Show People. • Highways safety – 
the site comes straight off a national speed limit 
road with no street lighting.  Visibility splays of 
215 metres cannot be achieved (as per policy 
H7(4)(C) of the Local Plan).• Physical 
infrastructure – there is no mains water supply, 
drainage or sewage disposal• Social facilities - the 
land is not located within reasonable access to a 
service such as shops, schools, public transport 
and welfare facilities. 

7 21/01490/FUL 

Ivanhoe Villa, 52 
Tamworth Road, 
Ashby de la 
Zouch 

Erection of a two-storey rear extension, single 
storey rear extension, conversion of an existing 
outbuilding to an annexe, addition of a new 
carport/store to rear curtilage 

The Town Council has safety concerns about the 
parking space available in the front garden and 
requires confirmation that access allows cars to 
exit the premises in a forward direction. 



 

 

8 21/01089/OUT 

Land To The Rear 
33 Nottingham 
Road, Ashby de 
la Zouch 

Erection of one dwelling with garage and a 
detached annex / storage building (Outline - 
details of access and layout for approval) 

Ashby de la Zouch Town Council maintains its 
objection to this application on the grounds of 
highway safety: This development will add further 
traffic to an already busy stretch of Nottingham Road.  
It will also be a challenge for vehicles to exit and enter 
at the same time from both dwellings that are (or are 
proposed to be) located behind the dwellings on 
Nottingham Road.  Emergency service vehicles would 
not be able to access the premises safely and quickly 
in an event of an emergency. 

9 21/01511/TPO 

Beech House, 66 
Burton Road, 
Ashby de la 
Zouch 

Crown lifting of 2no. beech trees (Protected by 
Tree Preservation Order) 

No objection 

10 21/01497/FUL 
27 Park Close, 
Ashby de la 
Zouch 

Erection of a first-floor front extension and single 
storey front garage extension 

No objection 

11 21/01499/FUL 
18 Saxon Way, 
Ashby de la 
Zouch 

Erection of a two-storey rear and side extension 
and single-storey side extension and associated 
external alterations No objection 

12 21/01547/FUL 
23 Sandtop 
Close, 
Blackfordby 

Erection of a two-storey side extension (to 
include front and rear dormer windows) and a 
single-storey side extension No objection 



 

 

13 21/00471/REMM 
Land Off 
Lountside, Ashby 
de la Zouch 

Erection of a road related storage, maintenance 
and management facility and associated site 
works (reserved matters to outline planning 
permission ref.17/01081/OUTM) 

Object:  1. Hazardous materials - The Town Council 
has grave concerns with regards to potential pollution 
from aggregate storage and the movement of 
transport.  This is likely to cause issues for residents 
who live nearby as well as local businesses which 
could have a health impact from the inhalation of dust 
as well as fumes from lorries.  This potential issue 
really does need to be examined further.  The Town 
Council suggests this is actioned through an 
environmental impact assessment. 2.Noise or 
disturbance – there is a likely to be noise pollution 
from heavy goods vehicles travelling to and from the 
site during unsociable hours.  This will affect nearby 
neighbours and businesses as well as Ashby’s only 
hotel, located at Flagtstaff Island. 3.Highway issues – 
this proposal will bring additional traffic to an already 
busy road which will result in an increased risk of 
highway accidents. 4. As stated before, the planned 
development is not in compliance with the current 
Local Plan Policy T4b as it is not a road related services 
facility.  Service facilities are defined as petrol filling 
stations and restaurants including rest facilities. This 
development is for a storage, maintenance and 
management facility. 5.Within the emerging Local 
Plan this area is designated as open countryside, not 
as employment land. 



 

 

14 21/01577/FUL 
33 Tamworth 
Road, Ashby de 
la Zouch 

Erection of two two-storey bay windows to the 
front elevation 

No objection 

15 21/01573/FUL 
32 Ingle Drive, 
Ashby de la 
Zouch 

Erection of a single storey rear extension 

No objection 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 


