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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EVENTS & TOURISM COMMITTEE 

OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ 

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 6th DECEMBER 2021. 

 

 

230.  PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor Mrs G. Hoult (Chairman).  

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, B. Beggan, J. Coxon, D. Harrison 

and D.J.G. Jones.  

 

Officers:                          Jack Fargher – Town Clerk; 

                                        Stuart Benson – Town Centre Manager. 

                                      

231.  APOLOGIES. 

 

There was an apology for absence from Councillors R.D. Bayliss, Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs M.E. 

Tuckey. 

 

These were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

232.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were two members of the public present at the meeting and a further six members of the 

public observing the meeting by ‘Zoom’. 

 

A member of the public wished to congratulate the Town Council for the two community 

events which were held over the weekend. 

 

Mr Ward, on behalf of Ashby Civic Society, congratulated the Town Council on the fantastic 

Christmas lights in the town. Mr Ward then referred to agenda item 13 regarding a motion with 

respect to the Tourist Information Centre (TIC) in Ashby. He stated that the TIC is a valuable 

resource for the people of the town. It provides maps, guides and information about the town 

and the area. The office closed at the start of the Covid-19 pandemic and has not re-opened 

since. It is not clear when, or if, it is likely to do so. He suggested that the Town Council 

should demand the re-opening of the TIC. 

 

233.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

234.  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

235.  MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Harrison, 
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RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 13th 

September 2021 are approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

236.  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment in the sum of £14,729.15 as shown 

attached. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the accounts for payment in the sum of £14,729.15 as shown 

attached.  

 

237.  HEART OF THE NATIONAL FOREST. 

 

The Town Clerk introduced Mrs Louise Driver the Director of Operations of the National 

Forest Company (NFC). 

 

Mrs Driver stated that she was able to share with the Town Council the Heart of the Forest 

Masterplan Draft Vision which the NFC has been developing over recent months in partnership 

with the National Forest Charitable Trust and North West Leicestershire District Council. The 

NFC is now consulting with relevant local authorities, landowners, and tourism operators and 

as such it would greatly value the views and input from the Town Council to help inform the 

final Vision and next steps. 

 

The Heart of the Forest is approximately 10 square miles in the centre of the National Forest, a 

landscape previously scarred by coal and clay mining which has been transformed since the 

creation of the National Forest in the early 1990s. This Draft Vision looks ahead to the next 25 

years and how we can further establish the area to demonstrate that enterprise, people and 

habitats can work together to mitigate and adapt to climate change whilst also improving the 

experience and wellbeing of our communities and visitors. 

 

Please view the Heart of the Forest Masterplan Draft Vision, here: https://bit.ly/3EheQd5 

 

The Draft Vision has been developed to support the current Local Plan which recognises the 

importance of tourism and leisure activities to the area and the associated economic 

opportunities emerging from the growing woodlands and restored habitats. The area is also 

highlighted as a priority in the Leicester and Leicestershire Tourism Growth Plan. 

 

The Draft Vision builds upon existing assets including Conkers, Hicks Lodge Cycle Centre, 

Moira Furnace Museum, YHA National Forest and the Camping and Caravanning club site 

alongside opportunities from ongoing restoration of the area. It also aspires to significantly 

improve, and extend, the existing path and cycle network including providing better links to 

nearby urban areas such as Swadlincote, Ashby de la Zouch and Measham.  

 

The closing date for responses is Friday 14th January 2022 and they can be submitted through 

the online response form, here: https://bit.ly/3GvjUwk. If further information is required or to 

discuss any issue with a member of the NFC team, please do not hesitate to contact the NFC at: 

ldriver@nationalforest.org. 

 

https://bit.ly/3EheQd5
https://bit.ly/3GvjUwk
mailto:ldriver@nationalforest.org
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Mrs Driver said that the NFC is very much looking forward to hearing the views of elected 

members and working with the Town Council to realise this exciting step change for the area 

which aims to create a vibrant and sustainable destination here in the Heart of the Forest. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mrs Driver for her informative and helpful presentation.  

 

238.  EVENTS MANAGEMENT 2021. 

 

The Town Centre Manager provided a verbal update on events for 2021.  

 

It was a pleasure to see that Ashby Statutes had returned to the town following a year off due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic. He wished to congratulate Pat Collins Funfairs for putting on a safe 

event. 

 

The Ashby FABulous event went ahead in October albeit with a reduced number of 

participants. He suggested that the Ashby BID may wish to develop this event in the future. 

 

The events to mark Armistice Day and Remembrance Day in 2021 were very well attended. He 

noted that he had very little time to make the arrangements for Remembrance Day for the 

service on the Bath Grounds but it seemed to be generally well received. 

 

The Christmas Fair & Market (along with the Santa Fun Run and Walk) which were held over 

the previous weekend were two fantastic events for the town. He wished to thank all of the 

staff of the Town Council, Food Gusto, Radar Events Services, Leicestershire 4 x 4 and the 

Rotary Club of Ashby for their help in putting on these events. It was great to see so many 

people back in the town.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

239.  ASHBY SPORT DAY FUN DAY PROPOSAL. 

 

The Town Centre Manager presented a written report on a proposal to add the Ashby Sport 

Fun Day to the official list of Town Council events for 2022 and onwards.  

 

On 3rd July 2021 the Ashby Sport organisers hosted the first Ashby Sport Fun Day. The event 

comprised over 22 sports clubs from Croquet to Cricket. The event was a fantastic success. 

Large numbers of people from the local community came along to try new sports and activities. 

Many of the participating clubs reported high levels of interest and signed up many new 

members. The event was completely free with all clubs providing their services voluntarily. 

 

For next year, there is an opportunity to build on the success of the first event with a bigger, 

brighter, better event. A date of 26th June 2022 has already been discussed between the 

organisers, clubs and the Town Centre Manager. The event will be held on a Sunday between 

10.00am and 4.00pm to maximise attendance and engagement.  

 

This application to establish Ashby Sport as an annual Town Council event is an important step 

forward. Whilst Ashby Sport would welcome any financial support from the Town Council, 

the most important consideration is the increased profile and publicity the event will receive. 

Like Jim’s Tractor Run & Family Fun Day, as an official Town Council event, community 

awareness and attendance will inevitably increase.  

 

The Town Centre Manager, therefore, recommended that the Events & Tourism Committee: 
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• adopt the Ashby Sport ‘Fun Day’ as an official Town Council event as part of its event 

programme working in conjunction with Ashby Sport; and, 

• set an annual budget of £1,500.00 to underwrite the costs of the event. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Harrison, 

 

RESOLVED: to formally adopt the Ashby Sport ‘Fun Day’ as an official Town Council event 

from 2022 onwards and to set an annual budget of £1,500.00 to underwrite the costs of the 

event for doing so.  

 

240.  FORWARD PLANNING FOR 2022. 

 

HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal report to 

the meeting on plans to mark HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022. He indicated 

that an advert will need to go into the next edition of ‘Ashby Life’ to invite requests for a table 

at the street party which is planned to be held on Sunday 5th June 2022 due to the amount of 

administrative work that is likely to be generated. A brief discussion ensued regarding the 

arrangements for the street party which were noted by the Town Centre Manager. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

Draft Events Schedule for 2022. The Town Centre Manager presented a draft schedule of 

events for 2022 for approval by the Committee. He pointed out that there are one or two events 

and dates still to be settled: the Ivanhoe Way Challenge, Ashby Open Gardens weekend and 

Jim’s Tractor Run and Family Fun Day. In respect of the last of these, the Town Centre 

Manager invited the Chairman to clarify whether the date will be the 24th or 31st July 2022. He 

also pointed out that StrEATfood Social had proposed two dates: 21st May and 30th July. As the 

former was the week before the Ashby Food & Drink Festival the Committee agreed that the 

July date was preferable. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the draft events schedule for 2022 as presented to the Committee 

with one or two dates still to be confirmed.  

 

241. REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS PLAN. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the Communications Plan for the Events & Tourism Committee for 

review and re-adoption. He had no amendments to recommend to members. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: to re-adopt, unamended, the Communications Plan for the Events & Tourism 

Committee as presented by the Town Clerk. 
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242. DRAFT BUDGET FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2022/2023. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a draft budget for the Events & Tourism Committee for the 

financial year 2022/23 for approval. He pointed out that he had included a sum of £10,000.00 

to underwrite the costs of the planned street party in Ashby to mark HM The Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee in June 2022 at line 2500/11 and £5,000.00 for the same reason in the village of 

Blackfordby at line 2500/12. 

 

He had anticipated the decision of the Committee with respect to the Ashby Sport Fun Day and 

he has included the sum of £1,500.00 for supporting the event at line 2500/13.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Harrison, 

 

RESOLVED: to recommend approval of the draft budget for the Events & Tourism 

Committee for the financial year 2022/23 as presented by the Town Clerk to the full Town 

Council scheduled to be held on Monday 24th January 2022. 

 

243. ASHBY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE. 

 

Councillor Ball introduced his motion. He reported that the Committee had just had a 

presentation about tourism in the Heart of the National Forest and that, if the town has 

pretensions to be a serious tourist destination, it needs a Tourist Information Centre. He had 

very little else to add to the substance of his motion as set out on the agenda paper, as the 

motion speaks for itself. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: unanimously, as follows: 

 

“Ashby Tourist Information Centre (TIC) has been closed during the Covid restrictions and 

staff deployed to other duties to assist with Covid recovery. The Town Council understands 

that NWLDC is currently reviewing the future of Ashby TIC and a report is being prepared for 

the Corporate Scrutiny Committee on 5th January and the District Council Cabinet on 1st 

February.  

  

The Town Council recognises the valuable role that the TIC has played over many years for 

the community, and continued to do so up to the point of its closure, in promoting Ashby as a 

developing tourist destination and in providing the following important local services: 

  

• Furnishing visitors to Ashby with up-to-date information on local facilities, events and 

tourist attractions across the district; 

• Providing a warm and friendly welcome to visitors; 

• Providing local businesses and community groups with a means of publicising events 

and selling tickets to the public and visitors; 

• Promoting the National Forest. 

  

This Committee encourages the ambition of Ashby to be a serious tourist destination as an 

attractive and historic market town at the Heart of the National Forest. Our vision is to build on 

that uniqueness and create a town that meets the needs of local people whilst making the most 

of its special qualities to attract visitors and shoppers from further afield. The Town Council is 
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concerned that the permanent closure of the TIC would be a diminution of the service provided 

to actual, and potential, visitors to the town and be detrimental to the local economy. 

  

The Town Council, therefore, urges the District Council to work with the Town Council to 

explore all of the options for the most effective delivery of these services post-Covid to protect 

and promote the town’s tourist offer, and to ensure that local partnerships are maintained.” 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.41pm. 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________       DATE __________________ 

 


