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 DRAFT – these minutes remain draft until approved by the next meeting of the Parks 

& Cemetery Committee. 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE OF 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ  

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 7th MARCH 2022. 

 

 

355. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor R. Bayliss (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, D. Bigby, J. Deakin, Mrs G. Hoult, 

S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, Dr. B. Kneale, Mrs R. Manning and Mrs E. 

Parle. 

 

Officer:  Jack Fargher, Town Clerk. 

 

Also present:                   Councillor D.A. Harrison. 

 

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Mrs E. Parle to her first meeting of the Committee. 

  

356. APOLOGIES. 

 

Councillor Coxon is on extended medical leave of absence from the Town Council. 

 

357. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were nine members of the public present at Legion House and one member of the 

public observing the meeting by Zoom. 

 

Councillor Harrison asked about progress on the updated Landscape Management Plan which 

is currently being prepared by the Environment Agency (EA). 

 

A member of the public stated that six months has elapsed since the EA promised to produce 

an updated Landscape Management Plan for the Gilwiskaw Brook to supersede the 2014 

plan. [Clerk’s note: the previous meeting of this Committee was held on Monday 29th 

November 2021]. She went on to suggest that the Brook could be divided into sections with 

volunteers working in different areas. The EA had also promised funding to assist with the 

improvement work within Hood Park. 

 

The Chairman explained that the Town Clerk had chased the EA for the first draft of their 

report on 18th February in readiness for this meeting. The officer at the EA conceded that the 

draft is not available at the moment.  Unfortunately, she has been tied up with three incidents 

on a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) since the last meeting of the Committee and 

these have to take priority. She had offered to send the ecology calendar, the maintenance 

leaflet which was set up for the River Mease and a copy of the asset team’s plans. 

Unfortunately, these documents have not been received either.  
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The Chairman emphasised that the Town Council and any work by willing volunteers must 

be guided by the EA. He noted that a meeting is taking place on Friday 11th March 2022 at 

Legion House which will be led by a Project Officer from WatersideCare which is part of the 

Keep Britain Tidy organisation.  

 

The Town Clerk added that WatersideCare work in partnership with the Environment 

Agency, Canal and River Trust and Severn Trent Water on canals, brooks, becks, reservoirs 

and rivers. Its programme helps groups to carry out regular conservation work, litter clean-

ups, water quality improvement and wildlife surveying tasks. As well as supporting groups 

on the ground, WatersideCare also provide tools, protective gear, insurance and equipment to 

carry out practical tasks. The programme also helps community groups in applying for extra 

funding where appropriate.  

 

The Town Clerk also added that despite the fact that the updated report has not been received 

from EA he was sure that there is work that can be undertaken by volunteers under the 

supervision of WatersideCare which would be a positive contribution to the look of the 

Gilwiskaw Brook. 

 

The Chairman emphasised that any work which is undertaken must be approved and 

supervised by the Town Clerk.  

 

358. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Bigby declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 7, ‘Bath Grounds 

Advisory Group’ as a member of the Committee of the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’. 

 

359. DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no applications for dispensations. 

 

360. MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 29th 

November 2021 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

361. PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Mrs R. Manning, 

 

RESOLVED: to pay the accounts in the sum of £6,616.03 as shown attached. 

 

Councillor Bigby asked about transaction number 526 in respect of notice boards in the sum 

of £3,925.84. 

 

The Town Clerk explained that the notice boards are for the village of Blackfordby and have 

been purchased from the County Councillor’s Member’s Highways Fund. 
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Councillor Bigby asked to be supplied with a list of the items purchased from the LCC 

Highway’s Fund. The Town Clerk replied that the Deputy Town Clerk would present a 

schedule at the next meeting of the Planning & Transportation Committee. 

 

362. BATH GROUNDS ADVISORY GROUP. 

 

Councillor Ball, in his capacity as the Chairman of the Bath Grounds Advisory Committee, 

presented a written report to the Committee following a meeting on the Advisory Group 

which had been held on Friday 28th January 2022. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

Councillor Bigby reported that, contrary to what is reported in Councillor Ball’s report, the 

Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds will continue to ‘get their hands dirty’ with maintenance and 

improvement projects on the Bath Grounds. He presented a copy of the latest newsletter of 

the Friends within which there is a request for volunteers to get involved in projects. 

 

Councillor Bigby also noted that the revised Terms of Reference for the Advisory Group 

included providing written minutes to the Parks & Cemetery Committee (item 6) and the 

development of a forward work programme (item 9). He looked forward to these being 

presented to the Committee. 

 

363. HOOD PARK AND GILWISKAW BROOK MAINTENANCE AND BIO-

DIVERSITY ISSUES. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that this issue had been covered during the Public Participation 

Session [minute number 357] of this meeting and that he had nothing further to add to that 

which had already been said.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

364. PARISH NATURE NETWORK. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale presented a verbal update report to the Town Council on the Parish 

Nature Network. A number of young trees have been planted by the Town Council’s grounds 

team on Prior Park Road Field as a contribution to HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. They 

are a mixture of oak, rowan, birch and some native hedging shrubs. The Queen’s Green 

Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum 

Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for 

the Jubilee”. 

 

The Committee received a brief presentation from the town’s tree warden, Mrs Melinda Bell. 

 

Mrs Bell reported that she intends to look at all of the public areas in Ashby to establish how 

many trees of interest and good existing hedgerows there are. This is intended to give a better 

understanding of areas where new plantings may be possible. It will also help us to 

understand how to establish vital wildlife corridors across the town. This is particularly 

important in a town where several large new estates are being built. She will be walking 

around the different areas making notes and taking photographs. She will need to do this 
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gradually throughout the year. 

 

Mrs Bell’s presentation was received and noted with thanks by the Chairman. 

 

365. HOOD PARK ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that a very productive and positive meeting had been held by the 

Town Clerk, the Chairman of the Parks & Cemetery Committee and the Town Council’s 

Head Groundsman with a number of residents of Ash Tree Road on Thursday 24th February 

2022. 

 

The Town Clerk wished to thank the Ash Tree Road Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for 

arranging the meeting on 24th February and for providing a note of that meeting which has 

been included in the pack for elected members for this Committee meeting.  

 

The Town Clerk reported that as a result of the meeting he would be taking forward three 

issues: 

 

• additional signage within the area of the skate park and play area to invite users of the 

park to keep noise to a minimum and respect the neighbours; 

• a laurel hedge along the top of the Gilwiskaw Brook on the Ash Tree Road side to try 

and provide a visual screen for the residents; and, 

• the purchase of a noise-reducing mesh backboard for the basketball hoop. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council 

 

366. COVID COMMEMORATION 2022. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the trees and the benches to mark The National Day of 

Reflection on Monday 23rd March which is the second anniversary of the Covid-19 lockdown 

should be installed within the next few days.  

 

The National Day of Reflection is a day for people to come together to support those who lost 

loved ones during the pandemic and remember those we have lost. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

367.  CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAMME 2022/23. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the only item on the current list of capital works (other than 

Willesley Recreation Ground car park resurfacing which is on hold pending the outcome of 

the replacement of the Community Cabin on the grounds) is the replacement of the footpath 

on Blackfordby Recreation Ground in the budget sum of £14,750.00. 

 

Councillor Mrs R. Manning, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, moved a motion that the 

capital works programme for 2022/23 should be the replacement of the footpath on 

Blackfordby Recreation Ground in the budget sum of £14,750.00. 

 

Councillor Bigby moved an amendment to the motion that £5k of the Blackfordby ear-

marked reserve should be used towards the cost of the replacement footpath on the 
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Recreation Ground and that the balance of the capital works programme budget should be 

held in reserve. The amendment was seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale.  

 

The amendment was put to the vote but failed to gain the support of the meeting, with four 

votes in favour and seven votes against. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs R. Manning, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: that the capital works programme for 2022/23 should be the replacement of 

the footpath on Blackfordby Recreation Ground in the budget sum of £14,750.00. 

 

The Town Clerk invited elected members to bring forward suggested schemes from their 

wards for inclusion in the capital works programme for future financial years. 

 

Councillor Mrs E. Parle mentioned that the footpath through the allotment gardens requires 

improvement as does the footpath through to Moira Road from the northern end of the 

allotment gardens. 

 

The Town Clerk noted the issue with the allotment path. He pointed out that the footpath 

through to Moira Road is not owned by the Town Council, the majority of it being in the 

possession of Leicestershire County Council, and therefore could not be included in the 

capital works programme. 

 

Councillor Bigby mentioned the proposed footpath through Prior Park Road field from the 

Bath Grounds to Ashby Castle. The Town Clerk replied that he had given a work instruction 

to the County Council on 16th July 2021 for the fingerpost sign and the waymark post x 3.  

 

The start of this work is still awaited and is dependent upon the footpath diversion order 

being granted. The application to divert a Public Footpath has to go through a due legal 

process of Public Consultation, both preliminary and full consultation. This process can take 

anywhere between nine months and two years dependant if objections are received and the 

matter has to be referred to the Secretary of State for determination. The application to divert 

Public Footpath O107 is currently with the County Council’s Legal Services team awaiting 

Preliminary Consultations to be undertaken. Once the legal process has been completed then 

LCC will undertake the works on the new route as agreed and invoice the Town Council 

accordingly.  

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm. 

 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date……………………………. 

 

 


