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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE OF 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ  

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 29th NOVEMBER 2021. 

 

 

215. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor M. Ball (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, D. Bigby, J.G. Coxon, J. Deakin, Mrs G. 

Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. Jones and Dr. B. Kneale.  

 

Officer:  Jack Fargher, Town Clerk. 

 

Also present:                   Councillor D.A. Harrison. 

  

216. PRESENTATION. 

 

Mr Fern, the Town Council’s Head Groundsman, received a presentation from the Chairman 

to recognise 20 years’ service to the Town Council and the community that it serves.  

 

217. APOLOGIES. 

 

There were apologies for absence from Councillors R. Bayliss and Mrs R. Manning. 

 

These were received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

218. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were eight members of the public present at Legion House and a further five members 

of the public observing the meeting by Zoom. 

 

A member of the public from Ash Tree Road introduced herself as the Neighbourhood Watch 

Co-ordinator for that area. There are 28 households out of a total of 38 which are members of 

the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. She noted that anti-social behaviour has been an item on 

the agenda of the Parks & Cemetery Committee for the last two meetings and she 

acknowledged that school holidays are the peak time for anti-social behaviour on the park. 

She would welcome a discussion with the Town Council on these issues. The Town Clerk 

undertook to get in touch. 

 

A member of the public wished to commend the Town Clerk for his helpful report on Hood 

Park and Gilwiskaw Brook maintenance issues. She hoped that volunteers could be employed 

to help with any improvement works and that the public would be kept informed of progress, 

perhaps with monthly updates? 

 

Councillor Harrison noted that the forward maintenance of the Gilwiskaw Brook has to be 

undertaken in a safe and methodical way. He hoped that this would be addressed in the 

updated Landscape Management Plan which is currently being prepared. 
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A member of the public commended the Town Council’s actions in starting to address the 

issues with the Gilwiskaw Brook. He also asked about progress on the proposed purchase of 

the Bath Grounds.  

 

A member of the public reported that a statement had been made that the Town Council was 

close to agreeing a deal for the purchase of the Bath Grounds. Could this be confirmed? He 

understood that the purchase was linked to the developer receiving ‘satisfactory’ planning 

consent associated with the proposed redevelopment of the former car park site and the area 

to the rear of the Ashby Hastings Cricket Club. 

 

A member of the public asked when the deal for the Bath Grounds is likely to be concluded 

and would the proposed deal be made publicly available before the decision is taken so that 

the public could express a view on the deal? 

 

The Chairman replied that the Town Council is endeavouring to un-couple the proposed 

purchase of Ashby Bath Grounds from the planning process so that the two issues are 

independent. The Town Clerk added that he hoped to be able to have some positive news at 

some point in the early part of 2022. He confirmed that any deal would be put before the 

Town Council for approval and that the proposed deal would be made publicly available 

before the decision is taken by the Town Council so that the public can express a view on the 

deal. 

 

219. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Bigby declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 8, ‘Bath Grounds 

Advisory Group’, and item 13, ‘Draft Budget for 2022/23’ as a member of the Committee of 

the ‘Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds’. 

 

220. DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no applications for dispensations. 

 

221. MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 27th 

September 2021 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

222. PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, 

 

RESOLVED: to pay the accounts in the sum of £21,205.22 as shown attached. 

 

RESOLVED: to pay, retrospectively, the accounts for payment in the sum of £43,623.22 as 

shown attached. 
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223. BATH GROUNDS ADVISORY GROUP. 

 

Councillor Ball, in his capacity as the Chairman of the Bath Grounds Advisory Committee, 

presented the second set of minutes of the Group following the meeting which was held on 

Wednesday 3rd November 2021.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

Councillor Bigby reported that one of the issues that the Bath Grounds Advisory Group 

should be taking forward is a comprehensive management plan for the maintenance of the 

grounds. The Chairman acknowledged that this matter was one of the terms of reference for 

the Advisory Group but only two meetings have been held to date and the group has a lot to 

cover including considering an extension to the footpaths, additional lighting and clearing of 

undergrowth. 

 

Councillor Coxon expressed his concern that the group would be overwhelmed with work 

and hoped that they would take things step by step in a sensible and manageable way. 

 

Councillor Mrs G. Hoult suggested that the Advisory Group bring further information back to 

this Committee when it is available. 

 

224. HOOD PARK AND GILWISKAW BROOK MAINTENANCE AND BIO-

DIVERSITY ISSUES. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a written report to the Committee as previously directed at the 

meeting on Monday 27th September 2021. He pointed out that his report attempts to put the 

maintenance of the Gilwiskaw Brook into a wider context of the upkeep of Hood Park and 

the improvements that have been made there in the last few years. He has also included 

extracts from the Wildlife Survey which was undertaken in 2012 and the extant Landscape 

Management Plan which was adopted by the Town Council’s Parks & Cemetery Committee 

on Monday 9th June 2014. 

 

The Town Clerk’s written report was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that following that meeting, the Town Clerk has met on site with 

the Biodiversity Officer (and FCRM Biodiversity Specialist) of the Fisheries, Biodiversity, 

Geomorphology FBG Team from the Environment Agency for the West Midlands Area, who 

has particular responsibility for the River Mease catchment area, which includes the 

Gilwiskaw Brook. 

 

That meeting took place on Thursday 28th October 2021. The Brook was inspected from the 

trash screen at the culvert in Hood Park up-stream to, and including, the former Transmitton 

site on Smisby Road. It was agreed that the EA would provide an updated Landscape 

Management Plan to supersede the 2014 Plan. It was also agreed that the plan would strive to 

strike a more even balance between improving the public amenity value of the Brook while 

preserving (and encouraging) the bio-diversity of the site. 

 

The first draft of this updated plan is currently awaited from the EA. 
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The Chairman invited Mrs Tracey Doherty, Biodiversity Officer from the Environment 

Agency to address the meeting.  

 

Mrs. Doherty acknowledged that the Landscape Management Plan from 2014 is still in 

existence but that the new plan can be a bit more aspirational.  The original plan does look 

pretty good but she will be able to make things clearer, acknowledge everything that has been 

done and set up an ecology/maintenance calendar for the Town Council.  As so much has 

been delivered on the original plan it shows how valuable it is. As there is appetite for 

biodiversity improvements / offsetting now, Mrs Doherty reported that the new version of the 

plan can have some more exciting measures included in it and that funding may be available 

to implement some of these measures. She has also given the lead local flood authority 

contact at LCC for Ashby area the ‘heads-up’ with what she is doing. LCC would lead on 

surface water and Mrs Doherty believed that the new plan can give some focus to retro-fitting 

some nice biodiversity/ water features which will help to clean and to store water before it 

flows into the main river. 

 

Mrs Doherty confirmed that her report would be available in the new year. She also 

acknowledged that the EA is the lead authority for any work which may be proposed to be 

undertaken on the Gilwiskaw Brook in the Ashby area. 

 

Councillor Bigby asked whether Mrs Doherty could confirm that untreated sewage is being 

discharged into the brook at any point. She replied that a representative from Severn Trent 

Water sits on the project board and she would check exactly what the position is but it was 

her understanding that overflow from the sewage works is discharged into the Gilwiskaw 

Brook. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note a report from the Town Clerk on the maintenance and bio-

diversity issues concerning Hood Park and the Gilwiskaw Brook; to await the 

recommendations within the forthcoming E.A. report and plan regarding the maintenance of 

the Gilwiskaw Brook and its immediate environs which will supersede the extant Landscape 

Management Plan from February 2014; and, to commission a further Wildlife Survey Report 

from the Wildlife Services, Environment & Transport Department, Leicestershire County 

Council to provide an update to the 2012 survey. 

 

225. PARISH NATURE NETWORK. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale presented her written report to the Town Council following the 

Parish Nature Network meeting which had been held on Wednesday 6th October 2021.  

 

This was received and noted with thanks by the Town Council. 

 

Councillor Dr. B. Kneale gave a verbal update to the meeting: 

• She reported on the continuing issues with car parking on the wildlife verge on Lower 

Packington Road; 

• The newly appointed Tree Warden for the parish has given her apologies for this 

meeting but it is hoped to arrange her training for early in the new year; 

• The LCC is looking for ‘wildlife champions’ and in particular to promote a hedgehog 

campaign; 
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• She would like a tree and nature map of Ashby and to identify a suitable site for a 

Platinum Jubilee Copse. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the following recommendations from Councillor Dr. B. Kneale’s 

written report: 

 

➢ To create a “Tree of Nature Map” of Ashby to include hedgerows, ponds and 

other environmentally significant elements such as possible rewilding sites in 

public parks; 

➢ To identify a site for a Platinum Jubilee Copse to commemorate the Jubilee in 

2022; 

➢ To create a new name for the “Blue Heart” verges, possibly by hosting a school 

competition to design the sign;  

➢ To write to local schools about the hedgehog campaigns and see if they would be 

interested; 

➢ To organise a publicity event in the spring to showcase our activities and how 

members of the public can become involved. 

 

226. UNAUTHORISED TRAVELLER INCURSIONS. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he had been directed by the Parks & Cemetery Committee 

meeting which was held on Monday 27th September 2021 to write to the District Council on 

two matters:  

 

• to add the Town Council’s weight to the discussion regarding transit sites within 

North West Leicestershire and to press for a transit site to be implemented for the 

district as part of the Local Plan Review; and, secondly, 

 

• to suggest that planning policy guidance should include measures to be implemented 

by developers to try and prevent unauthorised traveller incursions on large areas of 

public open space and that these should be included as part of the planning conditions 

on new developments.  

 

The Town Clerk had duly written to the Chief Executive of NWLDC on these two matters on 

18th October 2021. A reply had been received from the Planning Policy and Land Changes 

Team Leader on 26th October.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the correspondence between the Town Council and the 

District Council regarding the provision of transit sites in North West Leicestershire for 

gypsies and travellers and on implementing changes to planning policy guidance to try and 

prevent unauthorised traveller incursions on large areas of public open space on new 

developments. 

 

227. HOOD PARK ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR. 

 

The Town Clerk presented an action plan log to address anti-social behaviour on Hood Park 
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following the resolution passed at the Parks & Cemetery Committee meeting which was held 

on Monday 27th September 2021.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the action plan log to address anti-social behaviour on 

Hood Park. 

 

228. DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2022/23. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a draft budget for the Parks & Cemetery Committee for the 

financial year 2022/23. 

 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Deakin, 

 

RESOLVED: to recommend to the full Town Council approval of the draft budget for the 

Parks & Cemetery Committee for the financial year 2022/23 as presented by the Town Clerk. 

 

229. COVID COMMEMORATION 2022. 

 

The Town Clerk presented correspondence from North West Leicestershire District Council 

which invites the Town Council to participate in a National Day of Reflection on 23rd March 

2022 to support the millions of people who have been bereaved during the Covid-19 

pandemic and to reflect on the lives of family, friends, neighbours and colleagues who have 

died from Covid or other causes, offering a time for people to pause, reflect and support each 

other. 

 

To support the message of ‘hope for a brighter future’ in 2022 the District Council is 

proposing the installation of commemorative benches and trees in towns and parishes across 

the district, working in partnership with town and parish councils.  It is making this 

opportunity available to all communities across the district and there is no obligation to get 

involved in the project, though it hopes that the Town Council will choose to take part.   

 

On the motion of Councillor Bigby, seconded by Councillor Dr. B. Kneale, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve in principle that the Town Council participates in a National Day 

of Reflection on 23rd March 2022 to support the millions of people who have been bereaved 

during the Covid-19 pandemic and to install a bench and tree(s) in a location to be agreed by 

the Town Clerk. 

 

The Town Clerk is to make enquiries of the District Council as to whether the village of 

Blackfordby could be included in the commemoration.  

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.37pm. 

 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date……………………………. 

 

 


