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 DRAFT – these minutes remain draft until approved by the next meeting of the Parks 

& Cemetery Committee. 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE OF 

ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ  

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 28th NOVEMBER 2022. 

 

 

235. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor R. Bayliss (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, D. Bigby, J.G. Coxon, D.A. Harrison, Mrs G. 

Hoult, D.J.G. Jones, Mrs R. Manning, Mrs E. Parle and Mrs M. 

Tuckey. 

 

Officer:  Jack Fargher, Town Clerk. 

 

236. APOLOGIES. 

 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor S.J. Hoult. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

237. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were seven members of the public present at Legion House and one member of the public 

observing the meeting by Zoom. 

 

A member of the public from the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds asked when the notice board 

would be installed on the Bath Grounds assuming that the purchase and installation is approved 

by the Committee in agenda item 7.  

 

The Chairman replied that the purchase and installation would be subject to budgetary 

considerations but would be undertaken as soon as possible. 

 

A member of the public recognised that the Town Council has responsibility for Hood Park 

which promotes health and well-being. Trent Rivers Trust (TRT) has produced a Landscape 

Management Plan for the Gilwiskaw Brook but no plan for how and when the work is to be 

done. Some of the tasks which are required are too big and too dangerous to be undertaken by 

a group of volunteers. The Town Council should devise a project plan for Hood Park. 

 

The Chairman replied that the Landscape Management Plan provides the basis for a way 

forward for improvement work to the brook. This has been approved and adopted by the Town 

Council. All work has to be under the supervision of TRT or the Town Clerk. The Town 

Council employs a number of the grounds maintenance staff who could be used for any work 

which is too difficult for volunteers. 
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The next session of the volunteer group is Thursday 1st December 2022 at 10.00am. Everyone 

is welcome to attend. The meeting place is the Ashby Leisure Centre & Lido Car Park near to 

the ball courts. 

 

238. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Coxon declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 12 ‘Proposed 

Diversion of Footpath O107’ as an elected member of Leicestershire County Council. 

 

Councillor Harrison declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 12 ‘Proposed 

Diversion of Footpath O107’ as an elected member of Leicestershire County Council. 

 

Councillor Bigby declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 7 ‘Bath Grounds 

Advisory Group’ as a Committee Member of The Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds. 

 

239. DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no applications for dispensations. 

 

240. MINUTES. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 26th 

September 2022 be approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

241. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment for retrospective approval in the sum of 

£71,912.30 as shown attached. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve, retrospectively, the payment of accounts in the sum of £72,912.30 

as presented by the Town Clerk and as shown attached. 

 

242. BATH GROUNDS ADVISORY GROUP. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the minutes from the Bath Grounds Advisory Group meeting which 

had been held on Friday 4th November 2022. 

 

These were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

The Town Clerk also invited the Committee to approve the following recommendation from 

those minutes: 

 

(a) the purchase and installation of a notice board, to be located near the South Street 

entrance, in the total sum of approximately £2,350.00. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Mrs E. Parle, 



 

3 
 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the following recommendation from the Bath Grounds Advisory 

Group meeting held on Friday 4th November 2022: 

 

(a) the purchase and installation of a notice board, to be located near the South Street 

entrance, in the total sum of approximately £2,350.00. The purchase and installation to 

be undertaken as soon as possible. 

 

243. ‘TINY FOREST’ PROPOSAL. 

 

The Town Clerk gave a brief verbal update to the Committee on the proposal for a ‘Tiny Forest’ 

in Ashby de la Zouch. 

 

He reminded the Committee that a site visit had taken place with Councillor Dr. Barbara Kneale 

and the Town Council’s Head Groundsman at Western Park. A suitable site for a ‘Tiny Forest’ 

has been identified on that park. It would not interfere with the football pitches. As the area 

often gets very wet it is little used and the trees may help take up some of the water.  

 

A utility survey of the area had been commissioned. There was nothing that appeared to cross 

the site which would cause a problem. ‘Earthwatch’ had asked a number of questions regarding 

stakeholders and community engagement which had been answered and submitted in time. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he has now been given to understand that the funders selected 

Newcastle and St Helens on a deprivation basis so the proposal for Ashby has been 

unsuccessful. He does not intend to progress this proposal any further at this stage. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

244. DE-CULVERTING THE GILWISKAW BROOK. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a brief verbal update on the proposal to de-culvert the Gilwiskaw 

Brook as it transverses Ashby Bath Grounds. 

 

He thanked those who had submitted written comments following the Parks & Cemetery 

Committee meeting on Monday 26th September 2022. These included the Cricket Club, the 

Bowls Club, Councillor John Deakin and the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds. These comments 

had been forward onto the Trent Rivers Trust (TRT). 

 

The latest position is as follows. 

 

The Project Board for the River Mease Restoration met in late October and discussed the de-

culverting if the Gilwiskaw Brook and the response at the September Parks & Cemetery 

Committee meeting.  

 

The Project Board unanimously supports the concept of de-culverting in principle. Both the 

Environment Agency and Natural England were present at the meeting. However, as the 

Gilwiskaw Brook upstream of Packington is upstream of the SSSI, it might be hard for them 

to direct a significant amount of funding for it. The consensus was that the project could attract 

third party funding, from for example, a Biodiversity Net Gain source.   
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Next step actions were agreed by the Project Board as follows: 

 

1. TRT to answer the queries raised so far. Alan Graham is working on a document for the 

Town Council at the moment; 

2. TRT to liaise with the feasibility consultants, to explore generating additional maps to show 

the impact on flooding, should the de-culverting go ahead. (Additional maps that show the 

flooding extent with and without the culvert at a range of flooding scenarios  will  be 

useful for any future consultation with the public); 

3. TRT to liaise with Ashby de la Zouch Town Council about a future public consultation. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

245. DRAFT BUDGET FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2023/24. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a provisional draft budget for the Parks & Cemetery Committee for 

the financial year 2023/24. He explained that this is work in progress and there may be further 

changes before the draft budget comes before the Town Council for approval in January 2023. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

Councillor Bigby had a number of questions about the out-turn figures for the current financial 

year and those proposed for the next financial year in the provisional draft budget as presented 

to the Committee.  

 

The Town Clerk explained that he would be preparing a written report for the Finance & 

Administration Committee for its meeting on Monday 16th January 2023 which may answer 

some of Councillor Bigby’s queries. 

 

246. ADOPTION OF LAND AT TRINITY CLOSE. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a brief verbal report to the Committee on the proposed adoption of 

land adjacent to the Holy Trinity Church on Trinity Close. 

 

The Town Council’s solicitors are working with the solicitors of the land-owner to progress 

the transfer of the ownership. The Town Clerk has recently authorised disbursements to Fishers 

Solicitors to undertake the various searches that are required prior to transfer. 

 

The Town Clerk would report back to the next meeting of the Committee to confirm that 

adoption has taken place. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

247. PROPOSED DIVERSION OF FOOTPATH O107. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a brief verbal report to the Committee on the proposed diversion of 

footpath O107 where it crosses the Town Council owned field off Prior Park Road. He also 

presented correspondence from Leicestershire County Council dated 11th November 2022. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he had submitted the application for the diversion on 26th March 

2021 but that it is only now that the County Council had begun the period of public 
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consultation. The Town Council is invited to comment on the proposal by 16th December 2022 

if it chooses to do so. There were no further comments. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.07pm. 

 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………….    Date……………………………. 

 

 


