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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EVENTS & TOURISM COMMITTEE 

OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ 

AT 6.30PM ON MONDAY 12th SEPTEMBER 2022. 

 

 

59.  PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor Mrs G. Hoult (Chairman).  

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, B. Beggan, J. Coxon, D.J.G. Jones, 

Mrs E. Parle, Mrs M.E. Tuckey and Mrs A. Wilson. 

 

Officers:                          Jack Fargher – Town Clerk; 

                                        Stuart Benson – Town Centre Manager. 

 

60.  IN MEMORIAM. 

 

The Chairman was sad to report the untimely passing of Mr Chris Tandy.  

 

Chris was a life-long resident in Ashby. He involved himself and his family in numerous groups 

and activities in the town’s organisations including the Rotary Club, Ashby History Society and 

the Civic Society. He was a recognised and very well-respected member of the community for 

his local knowledge and principles, often putting his duty to the town above personal 

considerations, He was a perfect example of a representative for Ashby. He will be very much 

missed. 

 

A minute’s silence was held by the Committee in Chris’s memory. 

                           

61.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

 

An apology for absence had been received from Councillors R.D. Bayliss, D. Harrison and Dr. 

B. Kneale. 

 

These were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

62.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were six members of the public present at the meeting and a further three members of the 

public observing the meeting by ‘Zoom.’ 

 

The Chairman reported that she would take any public participation under the appropriate agenda 

item. 

 

63.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

There were no declarations of interest. 

 

64.  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

65.  MINUTES. 
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On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Mrs M. Tuckey, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 14th March 

2022 are approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

The Chairman invited the Committee to bring forward agenda item 11 ‘Ashby 20 Road Race’ as 

next business. This was agreed by the Committee. 

 

66.  ASHBY 20 ROAD RACE. 

 

The Town Clerk presented correspondence from the Ashby 20 Race Director which invites the 

Committee to consider waiving the licence fee for the use of the Bath Grounds on Sunday 20th 

March 2022 in the sum of £500.00. 

 

A further email from Mr Bebbington dated 26th June which sets out his case was circulated to 

members at the meeting. Mr Bebbington was present at the meeting and set out his case as 

follows: 

 

1. The Ashby 20 is organised by Ivanhoe Runners, a not-for-profit sports club. 

2. The event, with up to 1,500 runners plus spectators, attracts many people from outside Ashby 

to the town, which both increases its profile but also brings significant income into businesses in 

the town - pubs, cafes, restaurants, hotels. We have never carried out a detailed analysis of local 

revenue generated but using a conservative £10 per head for 1500 people would be another 

£15,000 into the local economy. This also promotes tourism to the town, something this 

committee should cherish. 

3. The event makes significant donations to local and national charities - including Teenage 

Cancer Trust, Heartwize. This ignores any charity monies that individual runners may have 

raised for their own favourite charities.  

4. The Event relies on significant support from local service organisations, including Rotary 

Clubs, WI, Leicestershire Search and Rescue, Ashby Endurance Explorer Scouts and others. In 

turn, the event makes a donation to those organisations, which enables them to carry out 

community support activities.  

5. As such, the event is therefore almost entirely volunteer run. Well over 250 people are 

involved in the smooth running of the event, the vast majority being volunteers.  

6. Ashby is promoted extensively in all publicity and material regarding the event; the Council's 

town logo features prominently on the event website, in the online Race Booklet and so on. It 

has also been promoted in recent years with the bags featuring the town logo, for which we thank 

the town council. 

 

The issue of the race's finances has been mentioned. It is run on a budget that each year: 

a) enables significant payment to direct suppliers (the road closure company, the race number 

and timing company, the PA company, the hoodie suppliers), 

b) enables donations to the service organisations already mentioned, without whose support the 

event could not go ahead,  

c) yields a modest contribution to the organising club - Ivanhoe Runners - finances, and  

d) allows the building up of a buffer against the unlikely event of the race having to be cancelled, 

and some costs still having to be paid. Unfortunately that unlikely event occurred in 2018 (heavy 

snow from the mini beast from the East) and 2020 (the week Covid-19 "hit"), whilst the 2021 

event was a planned "miss" due to Covid-19.  
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So in conclusion, we consider it a bit unfair that the Ashby 20 should have to pay for the use of 

the Bath Grounds given its ethos, what it brings to the town, what it does for local organisations 

and how it promotes Ashby de la Zouch.  

 

A discussion followed. Councillors Coxon and Mrs M. Tuckey did not think it unreasonable for 

the race director to produce the organisation’s accounts for scrutiny by the Committee.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Allman, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: to delegate responsibility to the Town Clerk, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

of the Committee to decide on whether to waive the licence fee of £500.00 for the use of the 

Bath Grounds on Sunday 20th March 2022 by the Ashby 20 Road Race following the production 

of its accounts for scrutiny. 

 

67.  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment for approval in the sum of £11,629.44 as 

shown attached and retrospective approval for the payment of accounts in the sum of £65,673.15 

as shown attached. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the accounts for payment in the sum of £11,629.44 as shown attached 

and to grant retrospective approval for the payment of accounts in the sum of £65,673.15 as 

shown attached. 

 

68.  EVENTS MANAGEMENT 2022. 

 

The Town Centre Manager provided a brief verbal update on the events which have been held 

in the town in the calendar year to date.  

 

In particular, he wished to draw the Committee’s attention to the Ashby Big Tidy Up (“Clean 

for The Queen”) which attracted around seventy volunteers who picked around sixty-five bags 

of rubbish, the Ashby Food & Drink Festival which had two highly successful days and, of 

course, the town’s Platinum Jubilee Street Party which was a great success despite the inclement 

weather. 

 

The Town Clerk also drew attention to the Ashby Open Gardens and the Blackfordby Open 

Gardens weekends which had been very well attended on all four days. It was agreed to send a 

letter of congratulations to the organisers of both events. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

69.  REMEMBRANCE DAY PLANNING 2022. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that he had included this agenda item for two reasons. Firstly, in order 

for the Committee to receive and note the minutes of the Ashby Remembrance Partnership 

Planning Group meetings held on Tuesday 8th March and Tuesday 7th June 2022. Secondly, to 

discuss the arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 2022 as he picked up some disquiet among 

elected members of the Town Council about the organisation of the parade and Service of 

Remembrance. 
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The Town Clerk reminded the Committee that the number of people attending for both 

Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day has grown beyond recognition from a few years ago 

and the arrangements that were in place at that time would not be sustainable today.  

 

Three members of the Royal British Legion Ashby Branch were in the public gallery for the 

meeting. The President of the RBL Branch pointed out that the arrangements in place for last 

year with a truncated Service of Remembrance on the Bath Grounds was due to post-Covid 

restrictions being in place and would not be appropriate going forward. The Chairman of the 

RBL Branch said that it would be disrespectful to those who had given their lives for their 

country to march past the War Memorial without laying a wreath. They were not happy with the 

arrangements which have been proposed for 2022 by the Ashby Remembrance Partnership 

Planning Group. 

 

Councillor Ball pointed out that the minutes of the Planning Group were before the Committee 

and the two members of the RBL who had just spoken were at those meetings and were, 

therefore, part of the decision-making process. This was very confusing. 

 

The Town Centre Manager was directed to bring forward the date of the next Planning Group 

meeting to enable a further discussion on this matter at the next meeting of this Committee which 

is scheduled for Monday 12th September 2022. 

 

70.  ASHBY INFORMATION CENTRE – REQUEST FOR FUNDING. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a request for funding to the Town Council from the Ashby Business 

Improvement District (BID) to contribute towards the running costs of the newly created Ashby 

Information Centre.  

 

He reminded the meeting that this Committee had passed a resolution in December 2021 which 

recognised the valuable role that the Tourist Information Centre (TIC) has played over many 

years for the community and continued to do so up to the point of its closure, in promoting Ashby 

as a developing tourist destination.  

  

The Town Council urged the District Council to work with the Town Council to explore all of 

the options for the most effective delivery of these services post-Covid to protect and promote 

the town’s tourist offer, and to ensure that local partnerships are maintained. 

 

A number of meetings have taken place during the early part of the year. The Ashby BID has 

considered the matter and it believes that it is in a position where it could site its staff member 

(20 hours per week)  and office space in the former TIC offices. It would also need an additional 

staff member for the TIC function for 16 hours per week.  

 

In terms of running costs, in summary this would be approximately £30,540 pa: 

Rent (to Leics County Council) - £2,700 

Service Charge (to Leics County Council - £1,840 

Staffing for TIC function - £16,000 

Office Running Costs - £10,000 

 

The BID has already managed to put together the following funding:  

North West Leicestershire Annual Contribution for 5 Years - £10,000 (confirmed) 

Ashby BID Annual Contribution for 5 Years - £10,000 (confirmed) 

Ticket Sales - £1,000 pa 
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Leicestershire County Council Annual Contribution for Rent & Service Charge for 5 years - 

£5,000 pa - (being considered but expected to be confirmed) 

 

In terms of main benefits: 

• That we would rebrand so it becomes the 'Ashby Town & Tourist Information Centre’ 

providing information not only to visitors but information on town businesses and 

becomes a hub for selling tickets and BID promotions such as a gift card; 

• It keeps a valuable resource in the Town Centre open and staffed (using the Ashby BID 

Manager & TIC staff person) full time at least during the working week; 

• It would assist with the theatre and community groups that have used the TIC 

office/service for their needs; 

• It would provide a ‘win’ for all the local authorities (County, District & Town); 

• It is cost effective for the BID as it needs an office base and function anyway. 

 

Ashby BID are, therefore, formally  and respectfully requesting whether Ashby Town Council 

would be willing to make a contribution of £5,000.00 pa. 

 

A discussion followed. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Mrs M. Tuckey, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve funding in the sum of £2,000.00 per year over five years to support 

the work of the newly created Ashby Town & Tourist Information Centre. 

 

71. ASHBY BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (B.I.D.) 

 

The Town Centre Manager gave a brief update on BID issue. He confirmed that he has been 

appointed as the BID Manager and, therefore, he has stepped down from his role on the BID 

Board of Directors. Many other issues regarding staffing, office accommodation and the 

operation of the Ashby Town & Tourist Information Centre are still under consideration so he 

was unable to provide any further details at this stage. He invited the Town Council to appoint a 

replacement member of the BID Board of Directors. 

 

Councillor Coxon considered that the most appropriate replacement would be one of the officers 

of the Town Council to provide continuity and stability. He wished to nominate the Deputy Town 

Clerk for this role. 

 

RESOLVED: to confirm the appointment of the Deputy Town Clerk to the Board of Directors 

of the Ashby BID in lieu of the Town Centre Manager. 

 

One other issue that the Town Centre Manager did wish to raise with the Committee, however, 

is the Christmas lights scheme. The BID has indicated that it wishes to extend the Christmas 

lights scheme within the town to include some areas which are currently excluded with fifty 

additional trees with a number of cross-street lights to be included. However, the BID Board 

wished to change the colour scheme to soft white which would, therefore, impact on the rest of 

the town’s lights. 

 

A discussion followed. Councillors Coxon and Ball both pointed out the Christmas lights scheme 

which was put into place last year was met with near-universal approbation after many years of 

brickbats. The Town Council would be ill-advised to change the scheme without good reason. 

The Town Council entered into a new three-year contract in 2021 and both felt that the contract 

should be left to run its course before any changes are made to it. 
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On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: not to make any changes to the Town Council’s Christmas lights scheme for 2022.  

 

72. PURPLE FLAG AWARD. 

 

The Town Centre Manager opened a discussion on the Purple Flag Award.  

 

He presented the Assessor’s Spot Check Report from 12th November 2021 for consideration by 

the Committee. He also invited the Committee to nominate one of its members to the Purple Flag 

Steering Group and to set an annual budget to support the Purple Flag Award registration and 

associated expenditure, including publicity and celebration. He suggested an annual budget of 

£2,000.00.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the successful re-accreditation for the Purple Flag Award in 

2021 and the assessor’s spot-check report dated 12th November 2021; to appoint Councillor John 

Coxon to the Purple Flag Steering Group; and, to set an annual budget for the Purple Flag Award 

and associated expenditure of £2,000.00. 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.58pm. 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________       DATE __________________ 

 


