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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EVENTS & TOURISM COMMITTEE 

OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE OLD SCHOOL ROOM, 

MAIN STREET, BLACKFORDBY DE11 8AB AT  

6.30PM ON MONDAY 17th OCTOBER 2022. 

 

 

188.  PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor Mrs G. Hoult (Chairman).  

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, R.D. Bayliss, B. Beggan, J. Coxon, 

D.J.G. Jones, D. Harrison, Mrs E. Parle and Mrs M.E. Tuckey. 

 

Officers:                          Jack Fargher – Town Clerk; 

                                        Stuart Benson – Town Centre Manager. 

                           

189.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

 

An apology for absence had been received from Councillors Dr. B. Kneale and Mrs A. Wilson. 

 

These were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

190.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were four members of the public present at the meeting.  

 

A member of the public welcomed the Town Council to Blackfordby. He wished to thank the 

Town Council for the replacement footpath across the Recreation Ground.  

 

He also wished to raise the issue of potential flooding on Butt Lane in the village. This is a 

problem that was raised pre-Covid and is still outstanding. The Chairman acknowledged that she 

had been dealing with this matter and undertook to organise a meeting with the lead flood 

authority (Leicestershire County Council) and the residents who might be affected by any 

flooding. 

 

The Chairman of the Blackfordby Events Group thanked the Town Council for all of its support 

and in particular for the HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Big Lunch, the replacement footpath 

on the Recreation Ground and the new notice boards in the village. 

 

The Chairman of Blackfordby Open Gardens also wished to thank the Town Council for its 

support. 

 

191.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Coxon declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 9 ‘Christmas Lights 

Replacement’ as an elected member of Leicestershire County Council. 

 

192.  REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

193.  MINUTES. 
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On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Mrs M. Tuckey, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 27th June 2022 

are approved as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman. 

 

194.  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT. 

 

The Town Clerk presented the accounts for payment for approval in the sum of £87,755.69 as 

shown attached. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the accounts for payment in the sum of £87,755.69 as shown attached. 

 

195.  EVENTS MANAGEMENT 2022. 

 

The Town Centre Manager provided a brief verbal update on the events which have been held 

in the town in the calendar year to date.  

 

In particular, he wished to draw the Committee’s attention to a very successful Ashby Steam 

Rally and Jim’s Tractor Run in July. The Chairman noted that £1,500.00 had been raised at the 

Tractor Run towards the chosen charity - Hospice Hope.  

 

The Town Centre Manager reported that the Ashby Big Weekend which incorporated ‘Real Fest’ 

and ‘Proms in the Park’ was a huge success and is to be repeated next year. He invited the 

Committee to set a draft budget to underwrite the costs of this event for future years. This was 

provisionally agreed at £1,500.00. 

 

The Town Centre Manager added that the Ashby FABulous event attracted large numbers of 

people into the town. More than 160 families took part in the window trail and the town was 

packed with people for the day.  

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

196.  REMEMBRANCE DAY PLANNING 2022. 

 

The Town Clerk reminded the Committee that the issues surrounding the organisation for 

Remembrance Sunday had been raised during the public participation session at the 27th June 

2022 meeting. The Committee had requested that the next meeting of the Ashby Remembrance 

Partnership Planning Group be brought forward to Tuesday 6th September in order to coincide 

with the next meeting of the Events & Tourism Committee which was scheduled to be held on 

Monday 12th September. The Committee meeting was postponed due to the period of national 

mourning following the death of HM The Queen. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that the meeting of the Ashby Remembrance Partnership Planning 

Group had taken place on 6th September and the draft minutes of that meeting were before the 

Committee this evening. The Committee was asked to receive and note the following 

arrangements for 2022: 

 

a) There will be no 9.00am parade from Ivanhoe School to the two churches due to the 

absence of a band to lead the parade; 
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b) The junior members of the parade will assemble on the Bath Grounds and parade to Holy 

Trinity Church; 

c) The main parade will assemble on Lower Church Street and will be joined by the junior 

section from Holy Trinity Church at the conclusion of the two church services; 

d) There will be a parade from St Helens Church down Market Street to the War Memorial;  

e) There will be a return to holding the Service of Remembrance and wreath-laying 

ceremony at the War Memorial at 11.00am on Remembrance Sunday. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Harrison, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the arrangements to mark Remembrance Sunday 2022 in the 

town as organised by the Ashby Remembrance Partnership Planning Group and detailed in the 

minutes of the meeting of that Group which was held on Tuesday 6th September 2022. 

 

197.  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS REPLACEMENT. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a quotation to replace the Christmas lights which had been damaged 

beyond repair as a result of the work carried out by Leicestershire County Council to the trees 

on the corner of Bath Street and on Market Street in the sum of £3,260.00. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the replacement of the Christmas lights in the sum of £3,260.00. 

 

198.  FORWARD PLANNING FOR 2023. 

 

The Town Centre Manager gave a brief update on proposed events which are planned for 2023. 

The schedule will be populated over the next few weeks and brought to the 5th December meeting 

of the Events & Tourism Committee for approval. 

 

The Town Clerk invited the Committee to approve the date for the Ashby 20 Road Race for 26th 

March. This was done. 

 

He also invited the Committee to note that there may be some doubt over the visit to Pithiviers 

in 2023. The Committee would be kept informed of any developments.  

 

The Town Centre Manager raised the issue of the King’s Coronation which is scheduled to take 

place on Saturday 6th May 2023. The government’s approach to an additional Bank Holiday or 

re-scheduling the 1st May Bank Holiday has yet to be made clear. However, the Committee 

agreed that an event to mark the Coronation is essential. 

 

The Town Centre Manager invited a steer from the Committee regarding a further street party to 

celebrate the Coronation. He reminded members that the cost of traffic management in the town 

centre for the closure of Market Street and Brook Street is more than £5k. This sum could be put 

to better use in providing entertainment on the Bath Grounds. 

 

The meeting agreed that the focus of the Town Council should be on the Bath Grounds rather 

than the town centre, particularly now that the Ashby BID is in place. The BID has a number of 

new events planned for the town centre. A picnic in the park style of event would be more 

appropriate to celebrate King Charles III’s coronation in 2023. 
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The Town Clerk stated that he would include £10k in the draft budget for the Committee for 

2023/24 financial year to cover the cost of the Coronation celebrations for Ashby and a further 

£5k for the village of Blackfordby. The draft budget for the financial year 2023/24 would be 

presented to the Committee for approval at its meeting scheduled for Monday 5th December 

2022. 

 

The Town Clerk reported that as the following agenda item concerns security matters he 

recommended that it be considered with members of the public excluded from the meeting in 

accordance with The Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and the Local 

Government Act 1972 sections 100 and 102 as the publicity would be prejudicial to the public 

interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  

 

199.  CLOSURE OF MEETING TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED: that as the following agenda item concerns security matters it will be considered 

with members of the public excluded from the meeting, in accordance with The Public Bodies 

(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and the Local Government Act 1972 sections 100 and 102, 

as the publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of 

the business to be transacted. 

 

The meeting was closed to members of the public. 

 

200.  EVENT SECURITY PLANNING. 

 

The Town Clerk presented a written policy paper which sets out the Town Council’s approach 

to event security planning.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the written policy paper which sets out the Town Council’s approach 

to event security planning as drafted by the Town Clerk. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.17pm. 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________       DATE __________________ 

 


