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DRAFT: These minutes remain draft until approved at the next meeting of the 

Licensing Committee 

_________________________________________________________________________   

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE LICENSING COMMITTEE OF ASHBY DE 

LA ZOUCH TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH STREET, 

ASHBY de la ZOUCH, LEICESTERSHIRE LE65 1BQ AT 6.51PM ON MONDAY 23rd  

JANUARY 2023 
 

 

306. PRESENT. 

 

Members:  Councillor D.J.G. Jones (Chairman). 

Councillors G. Allman, M. Ball, R. J. Coxon, R. Bayliss, D. Bigby, D. 

Harrison, S.J. Hoult, Mrs R. Manning and Mrs A. Wilson. 

 

Officer:  Melanie Mitchell, Deputy Town Clerk. 

 

307. APOLOGIES. 

 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor J. Deakin. 

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

308.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were no members of the public present at Legion House.  There were two members of 

the public observing via ‘Zoom’. 

 

There were no questions from members of the public. 

 

309. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

There were no declarations of interest.  

 

310. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations. 

 

311. MINUTES. 

 

Councillor Allman stated that minute number 171 was incorrect as he had not voted to object 

to the licensing application for the Lamb Inn, Market Street.   

 

On the motion of Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED: that, subject to the amendment to minute number 171 ‘Licensing Applications 

and Decisions’ to state that ‘The majority of members present agreed to object to this 

application and raise a representation to the Licensing Authority’, that the minutes of the 

meeting of the Committee held on Monday 3rd October 2022 be approved as a correct record 

and be signed by the Chairman. 
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312. LICENSING APPLICATIONS AND DECISIONS. 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented the licensing applications. There were no licensing 

applications for Ashby de la Zouch. 

 

These were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

313. KEY CRIME ISSUES IN ASHBY TOWN CENTRE. 

 

The NPA Commander for North West Leicestershire, Wayne Nimblette, provided an update 

on the key crime issues in Ashby de la Zouch. Commander Nimblette also introduced his 

deputy, Sergeant Ryan Ludlam who contributed to the police update.   

 

Commander Nimblette went through the crimes that had occurred in the centre of Ashby over 

the last three months including two reported cases of drink spiking, which both turned out to 

be false. He also mentioned the fatal accident on the 1st December 2022 and the road rage 

incident on the 7th December 2022 which resulted in an elderly female breaking her hip after 

being pushed. 

 

Commander Nimblette drew the Members attention to the North West Leicestershire Police 

Facebook page, which gives insight into the daily activities of the local police. He also 

mentioned that there will be another speed action coming up in March and asked the Members 

to advise of him of any areas where these operations should occur.  The Deputy Town Clerk 

suggested that each Committee Member contacts her, and she will forward all suggestion to 

Commander Nimblette. 

 

Commander Nimblette explained that there is a really proactive neighbourhood beat team in 

North West Leicestershire, with them processing the highest amount of warrants in 

Leicestershire.  

 

Councillor Harrison expressed concerns about the drug situation in Ashby.  Commander 

Nimblette explained that the difficulty the police face is witnesses not being prepared to give a 

statement so the police are unable to push the cases forward. The police are, however, being 

very proactive in chasing up leads regarding drug crime. 

 

Councillor S.J Hoult asked if there were problems with county lines in Ashby. Commander 

Nimblette answered that it wasn’t really an issue in Ashby though county lines will always be 

a problem for areas close to a motorway link. He added that the local police, working with the 

Met, had arrested four people, three of those are currently on remand.   

 

Sergeant Ryan Ludlum commented that the police could be better at engaging and 

communicating progress the police have made with towns and parishes. 

 

Councillor Jones asked about the relationship between door staff and the police. 

 

Commander Nimblette said that he is very much aware that this is an issue and something that 

he will be addressing. 

 

Councillor Bigby asked if the police could attend a Licensing Committee meeting every 

quarter.  He also commented on the number of incidents that were highlighted earlier, 
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explaining that this was very different from the data that the Committee has been provided 

with.   

 

Commander Nimblette explained that there is a difference between reported incidents and 

actual crime.  The Deputy Town Clerk clarified that the Police.com website provided reported 

incidents. [Clerk’s note: the police have agreed that they will endeavour to attend 

quarterly meetings, subject to serious matters arising etc.] 

 

Councillor Jones asked for clarification on when the police would object to a licensing 

application. Commander Nimblette explained that if the police are aware there is serious 

violence etc at a premises the police would usually object to the application. Councillor Jones 

added that he had recently attended a licensing hearing and it was safe to say that regular 

incidents occurred close to this premises.   

 

Sergeant Ludlam explained that the police can only object on certain grounds. They use a 

system called ‘Inn keeper’ where all incidents are recorded against each licensed premises. On 

this occasion the police did not have enough reported incidents to object. He explained that the 

police are pushing to ensure that all incidents are documented. 

 

Councillor Jones thanked the police for attending the meeting. 

 

314. CRIME REPORT. 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented the crime report on reported crime in Ashby de la Zouch 

town centre.   

 

This were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

315. CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING NEW PREMISES LICENCE.  

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented correspondence regarding the decision made by NWLDC 

Licensing Sub Committee for a new premises licence for the Lamb Inn, Market Street, Ashby 

de la Zouch.   

 

This were received and noted by the Committee. 

 

316. CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING DRUG CRIME IN ASHBY DE LA 

ZOUCH. 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented correspondence regarding drug crime in Ashby de la Zouch.   

 

This was received and noted by the Committee. 

 

317. PUBWATCH MINUTES. 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented the minutes from Pubwatch meetings from 6th December 

2022 and 10th January 2023. 

 

Councillor Bigby asked Councillor Allman, who had attended the Pubwatch meetings, if he 

had any information on the group of youths who have been causing anti-social behaviour in 
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the town centre. The Deputy Town Clerk said that she would try and find out if there was 

update on this issue. 

 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.29pm. 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN ___________________________     DATE __________________                          
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