
 

 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN  

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH 

STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ AT 6.30PM ON 24th OCTOBER 2022. 

 

 

201. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor J.P. Deakin (Chairman). 

Councillors G.A. Allman, M. Ball, R. D. Bayliss, B.J. Beggan, D. 

Bigby, J.G. Coxon, D.A. Harrison, Mrs G. Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. 

Jones, N. J. Rushton and Mrs M. Tuckey. 

 

Observing:                      Councillor Mrs R.A. Manning. 

 

Officers:                          Jack Fargher – Town Clerk.  

                                        Melanie Mitchell – Deputy Town Clerk.  

 

202. APOLOGIES. 

 

There were four apologies for absence: Councillors Dr. B. Kneale, Mrs R.A. Manning, Mrs E. 

Parle and Mrs A. Wilson. 

 

These were received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

203. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There was one members of the public present at the meeting and a further two members of the 

public observing the meeting by Zoom. 

 

There were no questions from those present. 

 

204. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Harrison declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 6 ‘Planning 

Consultation: Application Reference 22/01552/FULM’ as a member of the Planning 

Committee at North West Leicestershire District Council. 

 

Councillor S.J. Hoult declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 6 ‘Planning 

Consultation: Application Reference 22/01552/FULM’ as a member of the Planning 

Committee at North West Leicestershire District Council. 

 

Councillor Rushton declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 6 ‘Planning 

Consultation: Application Reference 22/01552/FULM’ as the applicant is one of his tenants. 

He would leave the room during the discussion and would not vote on this agenda item. 

 

Councillor Allman declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 6 ‘Planning 

Consultation: Application Reference 22/01552/FULM’ as he had a distant relationship by 

reason of his former profession.  
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Councillor Bigby declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 6 ‘Planning 

Consultation: Application Reference 22/01552/FULM’ as a committee member of the Friends 

of Ashby Bath Grounds. 

 

205. DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

206. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 

 

The Chairman gave a brief verbal report on his recent activities in his role as the Mayor of the 

Town: 

 

May. 

The 21st provided myself and Karen with our first engagement with the Ashby Big Tidy Up 

organised by Hastings Rotary. This was followed by a visit to the Food Gusto on the Bath 

Grounds on the 28th. 

 

June. 

We celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 5th in Market Street. Despite the weather there 

was a great turnout and everybody thoroughly enjoyed the event. This was followed by a 

service for Her Majesty at St Helens. 

 

On the 9th we joined Ashby Scouts for their annual presentation on the Castle Grounds. The 

following evening we had the pleasure of attending the Pithiviers Association dinner in the 

company of our visitors from France. The formal Civic Reception took place the next day at 

the Ivanhoe School. In the afternoon we attended the Blackfordby Platinum Jubilee 

Celebrations. On 12th we attended the Ashby and Lions Charter Lunch at the Lyric Rooms. 

 

On the 14th we were honoured to attend the Remembrance Service in respect of the Falklands 

War at Ashby War Memorial.  

 

The weekend of the 18th was a busy one with the Ashby Open Gardens.We were invited to the 

farewell service for Graham Heath at the Ashby Baptist Church on the 19th which we found 

very pleasant. 

 

The following weekend was also a busy one with our attendance at both the Ashby Sports 

Funday and the Blackfordby Open Gardens. The Funday demonstrated the enormous variety 

of sporting opportunities provided by various Clubs in the Town and was well supported by 

the day’s visitors. We attended the Blackfordby Open Gardens throughout the weekend 

culminating in a visit the Village Hall with great refreshments provided by Blackfordby WI. 

 

July. 

July’s engagements kicked off with a very hot Ashby Show on 10th. On 16th we made a visit 

to the Ashby Nature Awareness Day exhibition in Market Street organised by Cllr Barbara 

Kneale followed by Ashby Steam Fair in the afternoon.  

 

The 24th was Jim’s Tractor Run (with surprisingly good weather) which we greatly enjoyed 

and were honoured to have a judging role in Ashby’s version of Crufts. 

 

August. 

We were very pleased to be able to judge a cake baking competition for the residents of 
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Springfields and have a tour of the facility on 19th. We were delighted to take part in the 12th 

Ashby U3 celebrations at the Congregationalist Church on 23rd. On the 27th and 28th we visited 

the Real Fest and the Ashby Proms which were extremely successful being well supported by 

not just local people but many from outside the town.  

 

On the Sunday we were gratified to be asked to lead out senior teams from Ivanhoe Football 

Club and Marlborough Rovers at the former’s grounds for a Memorial match in honour of Eric 

Avins who had passed away unexpectedly a year to the day. Eric was an active figure in both 

Clubs and well known in the local Community once serving as an Ashby Town Councillor and 

former Mayor of the Town. 

 

September. 

On the 1st we welcomed the new minister for Ashby Methodist Church, Louise Morrissey. On 

the 4th we enjoyed our visit to Blackfordby’s Classic Car Show which we found very nostalgic 

especially with the 1980s models on show. 

 

The sad news of Her Majesty’s passing on the 8th led to a number of unexpected engagements 

beginning with a vigil on 9th and a Service of Commemoration on the 18th both at St Helens.  

 

The latter was followed by a Proclamation in the evening again at St Helens. We were pleased 

to be able to attend local Care Homes during this time to deposit Books of condolences for the 

Residents to sign.  

 

The arrival of the Statutes brought much needed joy and brightness to the town for the end of 

the month. We were unable to attend the Dodgems service due to Covid and our thanks goes 

to the Deputy Mayor for undertaking this. We were however able to attend the Children’s Day 

on the Fair organised by the Lions and we like every other Mayor before us thought this a truly 

wonderful occasion. 

 

October.  

Ashby FABulous marked the first day of the month and was a fantastic day for the residents 

of Ashby. The town’s shopkeepers and traders did us proud with their fine window displays. 

Special mention to Stuart Benson and his team at the Town Council, as well as many others, 

for enabling such a great event to take place. The next day we joined residents at Ashby Court 

Care Home for a lovely afternoon of entertainment, sandwiches and trifle!  

 

During October we have visited Canine Partners at Osgathorpe one of our chosen charities 

twice. The first time we were given demonstrations of the assistant dogs in training and the 

skills they acquire. The second, last week, was an invitation to join the opening of an extensive 

footpath for disabled users and their dogs generously provided by M J Evans Construction and 

David Wilson Homes a principal local donor to the charity.  

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

Councillor Rushton left the meeting at this point. 

 

207. PLANNING CONSULTATION: APPLICATION REFERENCE 22/01552/FULM. 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk presented planning application 22/01552/FULM for the erection of 

seventeen townhouses with associated car parking access, landscaping and car park to hotel 

and associated access amendments. 

[Location: the Royal Hotel, Station Road, Ashby de la Zouch]. 



 

4 
 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk made the following observations: 

 

Hotel - The hotel closed in March 2018. It needs total internal refurbishment, repairs and 

maintenance to the external fabric, the construction of the new kitchen and dining room, 

improvements to the parking facilities, landscaping of the curtilage and a new operator. 

 

The hotel building is wind and weatherproof and there is 24-hour security to ensure that its 

condition does not deteriorate. The District Council’s Conservation Officer regularly visits the 

site to ensure that the integrity of the hotel building is maintained. 

 

The hotel will provide twenty-nine bedrooms together with a new eighty-six cover restaurant 

and small, conference and meeting facilities. It is estimated that it will create twenty-five full 

time and twenty-five part time jobs. It is intended that the finance raised from the development 

will fund the restoration of the Royal Hotel in accordance with the approved scheme. 

 

Townhouses - Application proposal - Plots 1-3 are three bedroom units with accommodation 

on 3 floors and units 4-17 are five bedroomed with accommodation on 4 levels. 

 

Units 1-3 - Each property has a private rear garden area. Nine parking spaces are provided at 

the front of the properties in a dedicated area. Access is off the revised northern access which 

will serve units 1-10. The units have been positioned slightly staggered back from the Royal 

Hotel and slightly forward of Rawdon Terrace.  

 

Units 4 - 10 are a single terrace row of 7 units. Access is achieved off the amended northern 

access. This will be gated at a point just past Unit 1. Its car parking will be provided to the 

west of the row; there will be twenty-four spaces. These units are set back from the eastern 

boundary of the site  

 

Units 11- 17 are located in a single terrace row to the south of the hotel and its proposed car 

park. Access to this row and the hotel car park will be off the revised southern access. A two 

metre wide footpath is proposed along the southern side of the access road. This route will 

provide access to the residential row, the hotel car park, the cricket club and the Baths Ground.  

 

A total of twenty-four car parking spaces will be provided in a crescent shape to the south 

of the row.  

 

So that is a total of fifty-seven car parking spaces across seventeen properties – 3 per 3 bed, 

3.8 per 5 bed. 

 

The plans include seventeen charging points for electric cars – one per household. There will 

also be a bike store. 

 

Some tree removal will be required to facilitate the development south of the hotel. It will be 

necessary to divert Public Footpath 0111 to facilitate the development. A sewer will also need 

diversion. 

 

Hotel parking - In addition to the residential units a new car park to serve the hotel is required. 

A total of sixty-three spaces are provided. Again, some tree removal is necessary to facilitate 

the development. New planting is proposed either side of the new southern access road. There 

will be guest access from the car park to the hotel grounds 
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Ashby NP - The developer believes the application meets all of the relevant policies in the 

Neighbourhood Plan other than housing mix and affordable housing but points out that the 

proposal is for 5-bedroom houses which will secure the funding to restore and reopen the Royal 

Hotel. 

 

Servicing - The internal layout of both parts of the development would remain under private 

ownership. Refuse collection for the southern part of the site would be undertaken from the 

adopted access carriageway, with a centralised bin collection point located adjacent to the 

private drive access, ensuring a carry distance of less than 25m for the operatives, and less than 

30m for householders. 

 

The refuse collection vehicle using the southern access would use the Bath Grounds car park 

as a turning head. Retractable bollards would be installed to create the turning head and prevent 

access to the Bath Grounds outside of daylight hours.  

 

Refuse collection for the dwellings in the northern part of the site would take place from the 

kerbside on Station Road. Householders would bring their bins to an allocated bin collection 

point, located within 25m carry distance of the public highway, on collection day. It is not, 

therefore, necessary for a refuse freighter to enter the site.  

 

Vehicle swept path analyses have been conducted for the southern access using NWLDC’s 

largest refuse freighter, as requested, for the southern access, and a fire tender for the northern 

part of the site.  

 

Summary – The developers conclude that this clearly demonstrates the benefits associated 

with the development outweigh any harmful impacts.  

 

The proposal will have a significant beneficial impact on the Grade II* listed Royal Hotel and 

ensure its longevity in its optimum beneficial use. The residential properties are required to 

fund the restoration of the hotel building.  

 

Ashby Bath Grounds will be sold to the Town Council and the freehold transferred.  

 

The residential block has been moved further south from the hotel, compared with earlier 

schemes. This has led to the unfortunate loss of some Category A and B trees. Rights of Way 

through the site from Station Road for motorists to the cricket club and pedestrian visiting the 

Baths Ground will be improved.  

 

The properties are of a very high quality design and will be constructed in materials appropriate 

for the character of the area. Overall a very high quality scheme will be delivered.  

 

The applicants are prepared to enter into a binding Section 106 Agreement to ensure that 

restoration as previously approved, is brought forward in a timely manner which is acceptable 

to both the applicant and the District and Town Council.  

 

Comments from statutory consultees and others. 

 

Environment Agency - We have reviewed the submitted documents and on this occasion the 

Environment Agency will not be making any formal comment on the submission for the 

following reason: - The development falls within flood zone 1 and therefore we have no fluvial 

flood risk concerns associated with the site. 
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Environmental Protection - No development shall commence on site until a Risk Based Land 

Contamination Assessment has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority. 

 

LCC Ecology - have no concerns regarding protected species, apart from bats. A significant 

number of trees are being removed, including some that have bat potential. Do not recommend 

that the application is determined before bat survey information and Biodiversity Net Gain 

baseline and gains information is provided. 

 

Member of public – objected as already too many houses and stated we should protect our 

green spaces. 

 

A discussion followed.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Deakin, and seconded by Councillor Harrison,  

 

RESOLVED: to make no objections to planning application 22/01552/FULM for the erection 

of seventeen townhouses with associated car parking access, landscaping and car park to hotel 

and associated access amendments [location: the Royal Hotel, Station Road, Ashby de la 

Zouch] subject to clarification from the local planning authority on the points listed below: 

 
• that the District Council is satisfied that the proposed development of the seventeen town 

houses is the minimum development which is required to secure the restoration of the Royal 

Hotel building;  

• that the District Council is satisfied that the hotel will be a viable business following the 

proposed restoration based on the number of bedrooms and projected occupancy rates;  

• that the District Council has sufficiently robust legal arrangements in place to ensure that 

funds raised from the proposed development are used for the restoration of the hotel 

building;  

• that the profits claimed by the developer in the financial statement are reasonable within 

the framework of ‘enabling development’ and the viability of the planning application itself;  

• that the loss of eighty-one trees on the site will be addressed;  

• that the allocation of sixty-three car parking spaces for the hotel is reviewed - this has been 

increased from the original plan but still lower than the 75 car parking spaces as specified 

by the Highway Authority;  

• the proposal for the hammer-head turning area for refuse collection vehicles is revisited 

and an alternative solution found (the current plan implies a loss of car parking for users 

of the Bath Grounds, including the cricket club and also raises practical concerns regarding 

access by members of the public to the current car parking area). 

 

The Town Council also raises concerns that the view of the town houses from the Bath 

Grounds is significantly imposing upon the Royal Hotel listed building when they should be 

subservient to it. The Town Council would request that the developers and local authority 

revisit the plans to ascertain if they could be altered to readdress the balance. 

 

Councillor Rushton re-joined the meeting at this point. 

 

208. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Deakin, and seconded by Councillor Jones,  
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RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 

16th May 2022 having been distributed were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

209. MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF THE TOWN 

COUNCIL. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Deakin, and seconded by Councillor Jones,  

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Extraordinary General Meeting of the Town Council 

held on Monday 15th August 2022 having been distributed were taken as read, confirmed as a 

true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

210. PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Planning & Transportation Committee 

held on Monday 9th May, 6th June, 11th July, 5th September and 3rd October 2022 be received 

and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

211. LICENSING COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on Monday 

11th July and 3rd October 2022 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

212. PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Parks & Cemetery Committee held on 

Monday 20th June and 26th September 2022 be received and the recommendations therein be 

adopted. 

 

213. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Deakin, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Administration Committee 

held on Monday 18th July 2022 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Beggan, seconded by Councillor Deakin, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Administration Committee 

held on Monday 10th October 2022 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

214. EVENTS & TOURISM COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Jones, 
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RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Events & Tourism Committee held on 

Monday 27th June 2022 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

215. REPRESENTATION ON EXTERNAL BODIES. 

 

The Chairman invited contributions from those Town Councillors who have been elected to 

represent the Town Council on external bodies.  

 

Councillor Harrison reported that the local sport clubs were very grateful for the support which 

had been given to them by the Town Council for the Ashby Sport Fun Day in June. This has 

prompted a number of sports to come together to consider the possibility of an Ashby Sports 

and Leisure Village. A group has been meeting to consider the proposal. Councillor Harrison 

would provide further information to the Town Council as the project develops. 

 

Councillor Mrs M. Tuckey reported that she had attended the Ashby Arts Festival AGM. It 

was planned that the Arts Festival in 2023 commences during the late May Bank Holiday 

weekend. She has suggested that the start date is brought forward to the early May Bank 

Holiday to coincide with the King’s Coronation. 

 

Councillor Jones reported that he had attended a number of meetings of the Ashby de la Zouch 

Museum. The Museum does a good job in difficult circumstances. The Museum is grateful for 

the support of the Town Council both financially and otherwise. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the reports from the Town Council’s representatives on 

external bodies. 

 

216. CIVILITY AND RESPECT PLEDGE.                                                            

 

The Town Clerk presented a written report in support of this agenda item.  

 

It is evident the vast majority of Town Councillors and officers want to maintain the highest 

standards of conduct at their council, but unfortunately there are still too many examples of 

poor behaviour across the local government sector.  

 

In councils where councillors, the clerk, and staff work in harmony, considerable benefits are 

provided for the local community and there are many excellent examples of this. 

Unfortunately, in the Town and Parish Council sector there is, and has been, a problem with 

lack of civility and respect in some councils, leading to bullying and harassment. Although 

this is in the minority it is nonetheless significant and can have a serious detrimental impact 

on the well-being of those involved, the functionality and finances of the council, as well as 

the local community.  

 

The National Association of Local Councils (NALC), the Leicestershire & Rutland 

Association of Local Councils (LRALC), the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and 

One Voice Wales (OVW) have responded to this by launching the Civility and Respect Pledge.  

 

NALC, LRALC, SLCC and OVW believe that there is no place for bullying, harassment and 

intimidation within the Town and Parish Council sector. They believe that now is the time to 

put civility and respect at the top of the agenda and start a culture change for the local council 

sector. Signing up to the Civility and Respect Pledge is one of the ways the Town Council can 
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demonstrate that it is committed to standing up to poor behaviour and to demonstrate positive 

changes which support civil and respectful conduct. 

 

They are inviting all Town and Parish Councils to sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge. 

 

The Town Clerk recommended that the Town Council resolves to sign the Civility and Respect 

Pledge. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Bigby, 

 

RESOLVED: to sign the Civility and Respect Pledge. By signing the pledge, the Town 

Council agrees that it will treat Town Councillors, officers of the Town Council, employees, 

members of the public, and representatives of partner organisations and volunteers with civility 

and respect in their roles and that it: 

 

• Has put in place a training programme for Town Councillors and staff; 

• Has signed up to the Code of Conduct for Town Councillors; 

• Has good governance arrangements in place, including staff contracts and a Dignity at 

Work Policy; 

• Will seek professional help at the early stages should civility and respect issues arise; 

• Will commit to calling out bullying and harassment if and when it happens; 

• Will continue to learn from best practices in the sector and aspire to be a role 

model/champion Town Council through, for example, the ‘Local Council Award 

Scheme’; 

• Supports the continued lobbying for change in legislation to support the Civility and 

Respect Pledge, including sanctions for elected members where appropriate. 

 

217.  CORRESPONDENCE FROM LEADER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF NWLDC. 

 

The Town Clerk presented correspondence from the Leader and Chief Executive of NWLDC 

dated 21st September 2022 which thanks Town and Parish Councils within the district for the 

work that was done to mark the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and the proclamation 

of the new sovereign King Charles III. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the correspondence from the Leader and Chief Executive 

of NWLDC dated 21st September 2022. 

 

218. JOINT CHARTER.                                                                                            

 

The Town Clerk invited the Town Council to approve the signing of the Joint Charter between 

North West Leicestershire District Council and the Town and Parish Councils of North West 

Leicestershire dated Autumn 2022. 

 

The Joint Charter sets out how North West Leicestershire District Council (NWLDC) and town 

and parish councils across the district can work together in partnership but also outlines the 

partnership responsibilities and expectations. The relationship between the District Council 

and the town and parish councils in North West Leicestershire continues to grow and develop.  

 

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/local-council-award-scheme
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/our-work/local-council-award-scheme
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The Joint Charter reflects that engagement and relationship. Enshrining how both 

organisations will continue to work together for the benefit of our residents. Following the 

North West Leicestershire Joint Charter being reviewed and accepted by all parties in 2017, 

post pandemic it felt like a good time to review the North West Leicestershire Joint Charter.  

 

A working group was set up beginning of 2022 following a request at a Parish Liaison meeting. 

The working group was made up of parish clerks who reviewed the current Joint Charter and 

to make sure the aim of the charter specific to North West Leicestershire (NWL) and meets 

the aspirations and aims of the clerks for the benefit of local communities. 

 

The Joint Charter aims to achieve the following:  

• Improve, develop and maintain positive relationships between NWLDC and town and 

parish councils; 

• Set out the clear expectations of both NWLDC and town and parish councils; 

• Respect the constraints and acknowledge the dynamic roles delivered by NWLDC 

officers and town and parish clerks.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to approve the signing of the joint charter between North West Leicestershire 

District Council and the Town Council and to delegate responsibility to the Town Clerk for so 

doing. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.53pm.  

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________            DATE __________________ 


