
 

 

DRAFT – these minutes remain in draft until approved by the next meeting of the 

Town Council 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH TOWN  

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, LEGION HOUSE, SOUTH 

STREET, ASHBY DE LA ZOUCH LE65 1BQ AT 6.30PM ON 30th JANUARY 2023. 

 

 

318. PRESENT. 

 

Members: Councillor J.P. Deakin (Chairman). 

Councillors G.A. Allman, M. Ball, R. D. Bayliss, B.J. Beggan, D. 

Bigby, J.G. Coxon, D.A. Harrison, Mrs G. Hoult, S.J. Hoult, D.J.G. 

Jones, Mrs R.A. Manning, Mrs E. Parle, N. J. Rushton, Mrs M. 

Tuckey and Mrs A. Wilson. 

 

Officers:                          Jack Fargher – Town Clerk.  

 

319. APOLOGIES. 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

320. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION. 

 

There were two members of the public present at the meeting in Legion House and a further 

two members of the public observing the meeting by Zoom. 

 

Mr Bebbington, on behalf of the Aldi Ashby 20 Road Race, raised the following: 

 

“Having asked questions regarding bath grounds charges at two different meetings in 2022 

I'm hear tonight representing the Aldi Ashby 20 to see how far the council has got re Bath 

Ground charges. Based on this I have 2 questions.   

In 2022 Cllr Ball clearly stated that we have to treat each event the same. A freedom of 

information request showed that this is currently not the case with a huge percentage of events 

not being invoiced. Based on treating organisations the same my first question is when will the 

Ashby 20 be receiving a full £500 refund for 2022, keeping their charges in line with other 

events during that year.  

Question number 2 is when will the council publish clear, precise and transparent Bath 

Ground charges, hopefully having favorable terms for not for profit event organised by 

volunteers bringing in much needed revenue for the Town”.   

 

The Town Clerk replied that both questions will be matters for the Events & Tourism 

Committee to consider at its next meeting [scheduled for 13th March 2023]. He questioned 

whether Mr Bebbington has made a formal request for a refund of the licence fee as this would 

trigger an agenda item at the next committee meeting. Mr Bebbington confirmed that he has 

done so. 

 

321. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

 

Councillor Bayliss declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 15, ‘Civic Award 

2022’, as he is related to one of those who has made a nomination for the Youth Award 2022. 
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Councillor Bigby declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 13, ‘Approval of Draft 

Budget for 2023/24’, and agenda item 14, ‘Approval of Draft Precept Demand for 2023/24’, 

as a committee member of the Friends of Ashby Bath Grounds. 

 

Councillors Bigby, Jones, Rushton and Mrs M. Tuckey declared an Other Registrable Interest 

in agenda item 15, ‘Civic Award 2022’, as a member of Ashby Civic Society. 

 

322. DISPENSATIONS. 

 

There were no requests for dispensations.  

 

323. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 

 

The Chairman gave a brief verbal report on his recent activities in his role as the Mayor of the 

Town: 

November. 

The principal event in November was, of course, concerned with services and ceremony to 

remember the fallen. We were pleased to be able to join the 2022 Poppy Concert Appeal 

organised by the British Legion at Holy Trinity Church on Friday 11th November. The Church 

was full for a fantastic performance by Ashby Concert Band and the Seaforth Highlanders. On 

the 13th we attended with other Councillors and Members of the public a service of 

Remembrance at St Helen’s Church. This was followed by a march down Market Street to the 

town’s war memorial for the Armistice Day Service. For us as Mayor and Mayoress of Ashby 

we both felt that our participation in Armistice day is the most solemn civic duty that we are 

required to undertake in our year of office. We thank Jack and his Team, the Events Committee 

and all of the other organisations involved in organising or participating in the Event. Their 

efforts ensured that the town’s commemoration of Armistice Day fulfilled the importance 

attached to the event nationally and to the people of Ashby locally. However as a footnote we 

believe efforts need to continue by the Town Council in association with our partners to find 

a band for this particularly important day in the Civic calendar. 

 

December. 

December started with the Christmas in Ashby event on the 3rd which was well supported by 

the people of the Town and the Grinch! Great efforts were shown in the very competitive Xmas 

window show competition with the Toolbox judged as worthy winners of the Mayor’s choice 

and eventually the People’s Choice. On Sunday 4th we were delighted to welcome people to 

the Santa Run and award Medals to a large number of the participants. It’s gratifying that the 

event in our Town is getting bigger every year with Ashby’s event outnumbering those in the 

Loughborough event. Well done to the Town Council’s staff and Ashby Rotary in enabling 

the event to take place. In the afternoon we attended the 2022 Lights of Love in aid of Hospice 

Hope at the Ferrers Centre. The service was introduced by the Lord Lieutenant of 

Leicestershire Michael Kapur OBE and undertaken by Dr Tim Philips. We found this to be a 

very moving service for everyone who attended. 

 

January. 

January has been a quiet month. We were able to benefit one of our Charities Canine Partners 

at a quiz event at the Ivanhoe Social Club which raised £345. The Charity were able to field 

an assistance dog Myrtle, her trainer and volunteer Fosterer to the event. Myrtle’s life-changing 

assistance abilities were on demonstration to a full audience and much appreciated by the 

Ivanhoe quizzers. 

 

Yesterday we attended a service at St Margaret’s Church Blackfordby with a service of 
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thanksgiving by the Lord Bishop of Leicester. This was a celebration for the rebuilding of the 

western wall of the Church. This was very well attended and we very much enjoyed the 

thanksgiving. 

 

This was received and noted by the Town Council. 

 

324. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, and seconded by Councillor Harrison,  

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 24th 

October 2022 having been distributed were taken as read, confirmed as a true record and signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

Councillor Bigby questioned why the minutes of each of the following Committee meetings 

which the Town Council is being asked to receive and adopt have not been included in the 

agenda pack for members. 

 

The Town Clerk replied that he had listened carefully to the debate at the Finance & 

Administration Committee on Monday 16th January 2023 regarding making savings. He made 

an executive decision on behalf of the Town Council to save time and money by not 

photocopying and posting copies of minutes which are readily available on the Town Council 

website. If any member wishes to receive a hard copy they may do so by contacting the Town 

Council office. 

 

325. PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor S.J. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Bayliss, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Planning & Transportation Committee 

held on Monday 7th November and 12th December 2022 be received and the recommendations 

therein be adopted. 

 

326. PARKS & CEMETERY COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meetings of the Parks & Cemetery Committee held on 

Monday 28th November 2022 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

327. FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Rushton, seconded by Councillor Coxon, 

 

RESOLVED:  that the minutes of the meeting of the Finance & Administration Committee 

held on Monday 16th January 2023 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 

 

Councillor Bigby queried why the minutes of the Finance & Administration Committee and 

the Events & Tourism Committee are not on the Town Council website. The Town Clerk 

undertook to investigate. 
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328. EVENTS & TOURISM COMMITTEE. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, seconded by Councillor Mrs M. Tuckey, 

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting of the Events & Tourism Committee held on 

Monday 17th October and 5th December 2022 be received and the recommendations therein be 

adopted. 

 

329. REPRESENTATION ON EXTERNAL BODIES. 

 

The Chairman invited contributions from those Town Councillors who have been elected to 

represent the Town Council on external bodies.  

 

Councillor Harrison reported that the local sport clubs were very grateful for the support which 

had been given to them by the Town Council for the Ashby Sport initiative. This has prompted 

a number of sports to come together to consider the possibility of an Ashby Sports and Leisure 

Village. Councillor Harrison thanked the Town Council and the Town Clerk for their support. 

 

Councillor Bayliss reported that the Ashby de la Zouch Educational Foundation would be 

meeting on 8th February 2023. He also reported that the Ashby de la Zouch Endowed Schools 

Foundation although not moribund was meeting very infrequently. 

 

Councillor Bigby reported that the Willesley Tenants & Residents Association is desperate for 

more volunteers to help events on the estate. Councillor Bigby invited the Town Clerk to 

contact the WTRA to offer whatever support that the Town Council could give. 

 

Councillor S.J. Hoult reported that he attended a meeting of the Ashby de la Zouch Relief in 

Sickness Fund and the Ashby & District Agricultural Show AGM. There was nothing further 

to report. 

 

Councillor Mrs R. Manning reported she had been attending the meeting of the Ashby 

Pithiviers Twinning Association. The bi-annual visit to Pithiviers will be going ahead this year 

from 15th to 20th June. 

 

Councillor Mrs M. Tuckey reported that the Ashby Arts Festival Committee would be meeting 

tomorrow evening [31st January at Legion House]. There have been some challenges due to 

illness. It was planned that the Arts Festival in 2023 start date is brought forward to the early 

May Bank Holiday to coincide with the King’s Coronation. 

 

Councillor Jones reported that he had attended a number of meetings of the Ashby de la Zouch 

Museum trustees. He reported that the museum is desperate for volunteers.  

 

On the motion of Councillor Coxon, seconded by Councillor S.J. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: to receive and note the reports from the Town Council’s representatives on 

external bodies. 
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330. APPROVAL OF DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2023/24.                                                            

 

Councillor Ball opened the discussion on this agenda item. He wished to move the 

recommendations in the Town Clerk’s written report to the Town Council and commended an 

increase in the precept for a Band D property of 58p per week. 

 

He reported that the precept increases over the last 17 years have tracked inflation. The 

management of the finances of the Town Council reflect the prudent stewardship of the current 

administration. We need to protect the important services that the Town Council delivers and 

its excellent events programme. In order to do so, we must increase the precept. It would be 

irresponsible not to do so. There are no alternatives. 

 

He stated that the monetary value of the assets owned by the Town Council has increased from 

£750k in 2007 to £4.5million as at 31st March 2022.  

 

Councillor Bigby said that he did not agree with the Town Clerk’s report. The figures have 

been cherry picked. He accepts that there have been increases in staff costs, fuel and other 

costs due to inflation. However, there have been no efforts to improve cost control or to make 

savings. He had made a number of sensible suggestions at the Finance & Administration 

Committee meeting on Monday 16th January 2023 which have been ignored. He also reported 

that the draft budget has not been published on the Town Council’s website. This is a failure 

of transparency. 

 

Councillor Bigby reported that the Labour Group on the Town Council would not be 

supporting the budget as proposed for the above reasons.  

 

A discussion followed.  

 

The Town Clerk presented for approval the Town Council’s draft budget, as recommended by 

the Finance & Administration Committee at its meeting on Monday 16th January 2023, for the 

financial year 2023/24. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Rushton, 

 

RESOLVED: with three votes against, to approve the Town Council’s draft budget, as 

recommended by the Finance & Administration Committee at its meeting on Monday 16th 

January 2023, for the financial year 2023/24. 

 

331.  APPROVAL OF DRAFT PRECEPT DEMAND FOR 2023/24. 

 

The Town Clerk presented for approval the draft precept demand, as recommended by the 

Finance & Administration Committee at its meeting on Monday 16th January 2023, for the 

Town Council for the financial year 2023/24 in the sum of £745,825.08. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Rushton, 

 

RESOLVED: with three abstentions, to approve the draft precept demand, as recommended 

by the Finance & Administration Committee at its meeting on Monday 16th January 2023, for 

the Town Council for the financial year 2023/24 in the sum of £745,825.08. 
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332. CLOSURE OF MEETING TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Harrison, seconded by Councillor Mrs G. Hoult, 

 

RESOLVED: that as the following agenda item includes confidential information it will be 

considered with members of the public excluded from the meeting in accordance with The 

Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and the Local Government Act 1972 

sections 100 and 102 as the publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 

the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  

 

The meeting was closed to members of the public. 

 

Councillor Ball declared an Other Registrable Interest in agenda item 18, ‘Civic Award 2022’, 

as a Committee member of the Ashby Civic Society. He would leave the room during the 

debate, would not vote and would not return until its conclusion. 

 

333. CIVIC AWARD 2022. 

 

Councillor Ball left the meeting at this point. 

 

The Town Clerk presented three nominations for the 2022 Civic Award for consideration by 

the Town Council. He reminded the meeting that there is no compulsion to make an award if 

the Town Council believes that the nominations do not meet the criteria. 

 

The Town Clerk also reminded the meeting that the Town Council decided to re-instate the 

Civic Award in 2011 to recognise those “who have given service of great benefit to the 

community” and is presented by the Town Council on behalf of the people of Ashby de la 

Zouch. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Bayliss, seconded by Councillor Jones, 

 

RESOLVED: to award the 2022 Civic Award to Mr Ken Ward.  

 

Councillor Ball returned to the meeting at this point. 

 

Councillors Bayliss and Rushton left the meeting at this point. 

 

334. YOUTH AWARD 2022. 

 

The Town Clerk presented three nominations for the 2022 Youth Award for consideration by 

the Town Council. He reminded the meeting that there is no compulsion to make an award if 

the Town Council believes that the nominations do not meet the criteria. 

 

On the motion of Councillor Mrs R Manning, seconded by Councillor Ball, 

 

RESOLVED: unanimously, to award the 2022 Youth Award to Warren Smith, James Finch 

and Kimberley Aucott. 
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The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.29pm.  

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN___________________________            DATE __________________ 


